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Hello and Welcome 

 

King-on-a-donkey                                             
A Little Book of Easter Thoughts by Eddie Askew 
 
Then they led the donkey to Jesus. They put some of their clothes on its back 
and helped Jesus get on. And as he rode along, the people spread clothes on 
the road in front of him. Luke 19:32-36 (Contemporary English Version) 

Jesus came to Jerusalem. The people accepted him with enthusiasm as he 
rode in, but they missed the significance of his coming, He came as a king, 
but he came as a king on a donkey. Riding the donkey, he rejected both the 
reality and the trappings of power. This king-on-a-donkey refused to conform 
to the expected image, the accepted values of the society of his time. He came 
humbly, choosing the way of peace. Relying on the quiet persistence of love, 
rather than the sterile forces of compulsion.   

Jesus was nonconformist, a rebel. Not for the sake of rebellion, and certainly 
not deliberately. His values were so different from those of his day that they 
brought him inevitably into conflict.  

That’s where it all turned sour. It was one thing to challenge the authorities. 
That’s always popular with the people. We enjoy seeing the rich and famous 
embarrassed. It’s comforting to see they don’t always get their own way. We 
applaud as we read of him turning over the tables of the moneychangers, but 
his lifestyle challenges everyone. Then and now. You and me. Challenges us 
to change, not just the man or woman across the street.  

If Jesus entered my city today, I’ve a feeling he’d appear, not in a company 
car, but on a tatty bicycle, with his trousers tucked into the tops of socks. And 
the first call he would make wouldn’t be at the cathedral, but at the Job Centre, 
to see who needed help.  

I wonder then who’d cry “Hosanna” and who “Crucify”? 

                Extract from Facing the Storm, first published 1989.  

 

 LORD, THAT 
WE MAY HEAR 
 
 
Christ of the healing hands and heart, 
Touch now our ears that we may hear 
As truly as you miracles performed 
When you were here. 
 
Christ of compassion and of care, 
Release your riches everywhere, 
That we may hear man’s cries for aid and 
run 
To take you there. 
 
Christ of true patience and of peace, 

Give listening ears, that can embrace, 
The troubles, anguish, heartbreak and 
the pain that others face. 
 
Christ of the Resurrection morn 
Unstop our ears, remove the thorn 
Of self, that keeps us deaf to your sweet 
voice – Make us re-born! 

 
From Let there be God – A Way of 
looking by Jefferson Faulkner 
Produced by C.B. Russsell and Son 
Ltd., Enfield 
 

 
  
 

If you are in need of any assistance during this time, we are more 
than happy to help out, whether you need some items of shopping 
or just a chat, please do call one of us on the numbers listed below. 

 
Josh – 01720 263433, Carol – 01730 893489, Jo – 01730 301377, Esmé –  

01730 266636 

 



 

Silence  
Some unexpected Time 

A number of people have commented on last Sunday morning’s service which 
was conducted by The Rev’d Phil Nevard who ministers down in Devon, that 
they were moved by the words he preached and the challenge he issued to 
each and every single one of us. He spoke about the ‘unexpected time’ we 
now find ourselves with and how we can use this time to deepen our spiritual 
nourishment and our discipleship journey. So how can we do this? If you are 
anything like me, silence doesn’t come naturally, but on the rare occasion I 
have gone on a day of retreat and silence has been the order of the day, I 
have found it very refreshing and useful in my own personal discipleship. 

If you are able to get online, there are a number of resources that are helpful, 
as you will be aware hopefully, the URC produces Daily Devotions which can 
arrive in your email inbox each and every morning they can be accessed here; 
https://devotions.urc.org.uk. These are a fantastic resource and I personally 
find them very useful each morning in my own walk with Jesus. If you are not 
on email but would appreciate this resource, do let me know and we can 
explore how this could be sent to you. The URC also has a group that 
specialises in silence and retreats (brilliant for if you want to go on retreat 
when we are all allowed out again!) They often produce useful prayer 
resources which can be found here - https://urc.org.uk/prayer-worship. Many 
of you use resources such as Word for Today and Our Daily Bread, these are 
great as well.  

If you are not able to get online, perhaps there have been books and other 
resources that you have collected over the years which you have found 
challenging and useful, maybe now is a good time to dust those down and 
have another read? Next week as you know we enter Holy Week. It will be a 
Holy Week unlike any we have ever known, we are not able to come together 
to witness to Christ’s death on the cross and his glorious resurrection on 
Easter Sunday and this feels very counter-intuitive. But we are lucky to live in 
a country that still has a Christian heritage and as well as the resources we 
will be distributing as normal, the BBC on both their television and radio 
platforms have a number of different opportunities to think about the true 
message of Easter in the broadcasting. Do have a look at some of those and 
give me a call if you want to talk about any of them!  

We will send out a special Easter edition of this newsletter next week but why 
not make this Holy Week the time to use our ‘Unexpected Time’ productively 
in our relationship with our God. 

Your brother in Christ, 
Josh. 

 

 
 

Thoughts 
 
Today after the sermon I went for a 
walk, I didn’t go on my normal dog walk. 
I found myself walking along the river 
(Tilmore Brook) in the wood which joins 
the river Rother by the Taro centre. I 
had to move off the path a few times to 
let people pass by at a safe distance. I 
soon found myself standing right next to 
riverbank. 
 As I look into the water I had so many 
mixed emotions, sadness overcame 
me, and I wanted to cry. I feel so small 
so scared so alone. As my mind drifted, 
I watched the water move over rock and 
debris I saw swirls and dips of water 
moving into deeper darker water. I 
watched a leaf dance along the water, 
it looked like it was completely out of 
control unable to move forward or back. 
Then it suddenly seemed to jump into a 
gently flow for a short time. Then falling 
so fast and out of sight. The river here 
has different from meter to meter and 
my head felt exhausted watching all the 
changing currents. But as I turn the 
bend on the bank the water changed 
again, this time as I stand to take in the 
view the whole river was still. Not only 
that but the sun was streaming through 
the trees and I and the river was bathed 
in light, warm light. My leaf which I 
thought was lost, nested into the side of 
the bank laying still. As I stood there a 
complete sense of peace washed over 
me. No longer scared or sad, but of 
complete joy. I don’t know how long I 
stood there, but I know I was not alone. 
 
Deuteronomy 31:8 The LORD himself 
goes before you and will be with you; 
He will never leave you nor forsake you. 
Do not be afraid; DO NOT be 
discouraged. Sometimes we all need to 
remember that... 

Love, Jo Hopkins 

 
 

 

 

 

               

   
 

30th March Notices for Church 

Thank you everyone who has signed up to help do shopping or pick up prescriptions for the congregation. And to all of Church 
members I know a lot of you have family, friends and neighbours helping you, which is wonderful but if they can’t help one 
week or you just fancy a chat I am always here. I also know some of you have signed up for Petersfield Coronavirus 
community Support Group for help, which is great, but they are also looking for volunteer which we can all help with. And that 
is by giving somebody a phone call, to keep spirits up. I know we are fantastic with keep in touch with one another, so if you 
well that’s something you could do please phone Sophie or her team on tel: 07392021920 or 

petersfieldcoronacommunity@gmail.com  as we are all in it together…. Other useful information, if you fancy a cooked 
vegetarian meal you may want to try ALLPLANTS an on-line food supplier. Or you may want to listen to the news in 

Petersfield on Petersfield community radio https://petersfieldradio.uk/2020/03/morning-report-friday-27-march/ 

mailto:petersfieldcoronacommunity@gmail.com
https://petersfieldradio.uk/2020/03/morning-report-friday-27-march/

