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From the Minister ... 
 

‘It will be lonely this Christmas’ may have been words 
immortalised by the band Mud in their 1975 Christmas song, 
but they could have become very true for so many people in 
our community following the cancelation of so many key 
events thanks to Covid-19 not least the very popular Christmas Day lunch which 
offers an amazing dinner and company to so many who would otherwise find 
themselves alone. But I am delighted to inform you that although many events 
such as Carols in the Square, the Christmas day lunch etc are not going to be 
happening in their usual format, the community have once again pulled 
together in the face of adversity and I really hope that Christmas will not be 
lonely for anyone this year because of this.  
 
The PACT committee met on Wednesday 11th November with so much to 
discuss – which is probably why the meeting lasted well over two hours, but I 
must commend to you the decisive action they have taken and plans that have 
been put into place. For those who are tech savvy, you may have picked up on 
social media recently that Marika, who for a number of years has co-ordinated 
the cooking of the Christmas day lunch, put up a post stating her intention to 
still cook a meal for those who would appreciate it on Christmas day. This was 
met with a huge amount of support from the wider community and Rev’d Will 
Hughes from St Peters church met with Marika to find out whether PACT could 
help with the logistical element of the event. She agreed this would be helpful 
and so Will brought it to PACT and has now given himself a tremendous amount 
of work to do ensuring everything is done properly, but there will be people 
preparing and delivering Christmas day lunches to those in our town who might 
otherwise be alone. This is where YOU come in… ideally, we require volunteers 
with relevant DBS checks in place to be able to act as delivery drivers. Probably 
the most important part of the Christmas day lunch is the social element for 
those who attend, and we want to be able to still offer this in an albeit smaller 
but safe way. We are therefore looking for people who might be willing to 
deliver, but also to just stop and have a safe, socially distanced conversation 
with those who they are delivering to. If you think this might be something you 
are able to help out with, do let me know and I can pass your details on to Will 
and the team from St Peters. I want to take this opportunity to thank Rev’d Will 
Hughes for taking on what will be a huge task and also Marika for continuing to 
be so passionate about the importance of this event.  
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Secondly, you will have seen me mention that Christmas Carols in the Square 
will not be happening this year. This is sad but with it being an open space 
where many people can gather, we did not want to have to limit numbers in the 
way we would have to. Instead though, what we are looking to do, is to put a 
number of different groups of 6 individuals (which is the government’s stated 
number for groups of singers) together who would be willing to on one evening 
meet in a Petersfield residential area to sing some carols. These will be 
published along with a list of who will be where and when in the Petersfield Post 
and also on social media and people will be encouraged to come out on to their 
doorsteps (just as we did to clap for the carers in the summer) and join in 
singing some traditional carols together. You will have seen details about this 
either by email or in your weekly mailing.  
 
People, at the end of this weird year, want to be able to celebrate Christmas 
together. Whether this is possible or not remains to be seen, but we hope 
through these and other initiatives to be able to safely offer some of the 
Christmas joy we have as people of faith to those in our communities. Jesus 
came to be light to the dark world and this is a theme we often pick up on 
during Advent and in the lead up to Christmas.  Our world at times this year has 
felt very dark indeed and so as children of the light as Paul calls us, we should 
relish in any opportunity we have to be able to share the hope, the joy and the 
light with anyone and everyone who will listen.  I am 100 percent sure that our 
community will be receptive and listening at the end of this long and difficult 
year. On to 2021 and hopefully a brighter outlook!  
 
I wish you that same hope, joy and light this 
Christmas and on into the New Year.  
 
Every blessing, Josh.  
 

 
 
 

The things children say (or write) ... 
 How easy it is for children to mishear the words of  what are familiar carols to 
us.  As seen written recently :- 
'All three kings of orrie and arr'   
Carolyn Barton 
(see more on page 22) 
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The Story is still the same! 
‘Christmas may look different, but the story is still the same!’ That’s the 
message for Christmas in 2020. Coronavirus will make our celebrations this year 
look very different from usual. However, the message of the baby born in 
Bethlehem is still relevant! 
In one nativity play, the highlight was to illuminate Jesus, with a light in the 
manger, when all the other lights were turned off. At the appropriate time, all 
the lights went out, including the manger one. The silence was broken when one 
of the shepherds loudly whispered: ‘Hey, you turned off Jesus.’ Of course, 
nobody can turn off Jesus this Christmas! 
The angels announced, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born 
to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord.’ (Luke 2: 10,11). The birth of this baby brings 
great joy and good news for everyone! As the king of the universe, He has come 
as our Saviour. In an uncertain world, He offers joy and hope, because He holds 
this pandemic in His hands. This is a real cause for joy!  
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His 
favour rests.’ (Luke 2:14). We may feel anything but peace amid the anxieties 
over our current circumstances. How can a Jewish 
infant born to a peasant family in first century 
Palestine bring peace to our lives today? Jesus 
established peace with God through His death on 
the cross. Trusting the Prince of Peace for our lives 
brings God’s peace amid the huge uncertainties we 
face. As the carol says, ‘Joy to the world, the Lord 
has come, let earth receive her King.’ 
 
 
 

Hope amid uncertainty 
‘Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: the virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son and will call Him Immanuel.’ (Isaiah 7:14) 
This promise to King Ahaz in 8th century BC, Judah is fulfilled in the coming of 
Jesus at the first Christmas: ‘God with Us’ (Matthew 1:23). Ahaz faced the 
military threat of Syria invading Israel, but Isaiah tells him not to panic. He can 
trust God, who is in control of the nation. 
For us, Coronavirus brings deep uncertainty as we come to another New Year. 
We live with the threat from the virus, economic uncertainty, separation from 
family and friends, the loss of loved ones and the anxiety that isolation brings. 
Yet the message of Immanuel brings hope, as it did for Ahaz! Christmas changes  
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everything forever! God has declared in Christ that He is with us and for us, not 
absent from or against us. His love is larger than our sin, fears or guilt: ‘If God is 
for us, who can be against us?’ (Romans 8:31). 
As we prepare for the most unusual Christmas ever, let’s not forget: 

 God with us means that He is on my side and by my side.  In the uncertainties 
of lifeI am never alone. 

 God with us means that everything will work out according to His plan. My 
life isn’t just a series of meaningless occasions or mistakes. 

 God with us means that even when others show they are not there for me, 
God is. 

 God with us means when circumstances change, He will give me the strength 
I need. 

 God is with me: He isn’t far away, but has made the journey into my world. 
Here is the hope for the future, once we get past the trees, gifts, turkey 
stuffing and pudding! 

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas: Celebrating the 
Incarnation 
C.S. Lewis called Christmas the Grand 
Miracle and the Central Miracle. He noted 
that “Every other miracle prepares for this, 
exhibits this, or results from this...The 
fitness, and therefore credibility, of the 
particular miracles depend on their relations to the Grand Miracle.”  
So if you can believe in Christmas – the incarnation of the Son of God: the 
Grand, the Central Miracle, you should have no problem believing the miracles 
in the Old Testament narratives or the miracle of the Virgin Birth, the miracles 
Jesus performed of feeding the multitudes, of His healing the sick, raising the 
dead, walking on water and calming the storms. You also need have no problem 
in believing in the bodily resurrection of Jesus and His ascension back into the 
heavenly realms, where He reigns as King of kings and Lord of lords. 
In other words, to believe the essence of the Christmas story is to believe the 
miracle that will open the pathway to faith and eternal life, a life of following 
this risen Jesus as your Lord. To understand and believe the truth of the 
Incarnation will not only transform your idea of Christmas—it will change your 
life now and your everlasting destiny. 
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A Message from our Church and Community Worker...  
 
Can you believe I have be in my post a YEAR. Three months 
doing the job I was employed to do, and the other nine with 
restrictions, lockdown and social distancing in place.  I have 
stopped, started and stopped again on plans, events and 
gatherings. But this has not deterred me, but made me more 
resilient. It has been the worst of years for so many and yet for some an 
epiphany moment has occurred, the importance of life, work or friendships or 
all. I have felt truly blessed walking alongside the congregation, NO, friends, 
during this time and it’s a pleasure to continue long after this pandemic is over. 
  
So on 19th December I’m planning a social distanced Advent Trail in Sheet at Les 
and Connie’s Alpaca small-holding, where young families can walk around the 
farm, pick up Advent people along the way, and hopefully there will be a small 
craft at the end if guidelines allow.  
 
I would like to get one event in this year!!!!!! We will have another Facebook 
Forest Church for Christmas, again slightly different than as planned with not 
being allowed in the Church garden. But hopefully it will have something for 
everyone. So it leaves me to say a Happy Christmas to everyone and a healthy 
New year to all.  
 
I will leave you with Psalm 23:1-6. 1The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2He 
makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3he 
refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name's sake. 4Even 
though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6Surely 
your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 
the house of the LORD forever. 
 
We may be in the darkness of time right now but God's light through us will 
shine and shine bright in the darkness.        
 
God bless you all 
 
Jo Hopkins 

 
 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/psalm/23/
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Tearfund Quiz 
On Saturday 14 November a number of us enjoyed the annual Tearfund Quiz.  
Because of the lockdown, this was held on Zoom, but was nonetheless enjoyed 
by those who participated.  A big thank you to Josh and Hannah for organising 
this event.  Donations made to Tearfund  amounted to £450 (at the time of 
writing), which will go towards helping those living in poverty and hunger due to 
their crops being ruined by floods or drought.  New initiatives such as bee-
keeping will be introduced to enable people to earn a living to sustain 
themselves.  Further details may be found on the Tearfund website at 
https://www.tearfund.org/   
 
 
 
 

Gaelic Encouragement 
When working from home (which is all the time these days!), I like to have 
something pleasant to listen to or watch at lunchtime. After exhausting the 
Radio 4 comedy offerings, I have discovered a Gaelic religious series on the BBC 
i-player called Alleluia. There is often pleasant music and the talks etc come 
(thankfully) with English subtitles. 
 
During Remembrance week, they had available the Alleluia programme for VE 
day and I thought the minister's message was worth sharing. 
 
In World War 2, once the Allies had their D-Day landings in France, they knew 
that although there would be troubles and hardships ahead (and there certainly 
were), the enemy was defeated and the final victory, VE day, was only a matter 
of time 
 
In the same way, Jesus' victory on the cross and His resurrection is our D-Day. 
We know that the enemy (sin, the devil) is defeated and will not have the final 
victory. There will, however, be troubles and hardships ahead for us, be that the 
current pandemic or our own individual struggles. We each face different ones, 
but through the Easter D-Day we know that the final victory, whenever that will 
be, is assured! 
 
"In the world you shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer; I have overcome 
the world." John 16 v33 
David Darling 
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A message from Emsworth ...  
 

You are the God who performs miracles; You display Your power among the 
peoples. With Your mighty arm You redeemed Your people Psalm 77 verses 14  
 
The American composer John Willard Peterson was born on 1st November 1921 
in Lindsburg Kansas. He fought as a pilot in the second  world war, but from the 
1950’s to the 1970’s, had a major influence on evangelical Christian music, 
writing over a thousand songs and 35 cantatas. One such cantata was “The 
Night of Miracles”. This cantata is full of lovely songs and solos and tells, as you 
would expect, of the birth of Jesus. It is not accurate in the sense that the Wise 
Men visit the infant Jesus on the same night as the shepherds but it certainly 
proclaims the lovely fact that God Himself came to earth as a baby that first 
Christmas night. 
 
As a member of the choir at Bush Hill Park Congregational Church, I remember 
we performed this cantata the Christmas before Lesley and I left with the Royal 
Navy for Singapore. The music was so enjoyable that Lesley and I got a choir 
together to perform the “Night of Miracles” again at St Andrews; the Naval Base 
Church of Scotland and Free Churches. As this was Christmas 1968 my memories 
of the evening we performed this cantata are somewhat hazy but I do 
remember the Church was beautifully candlelit and although of course it was 
very warm somehow singing this music made Christmas much more real. 
 
The last time I sang in “The Night of Miracles” was at our Church here in 
Petersfield many years ago now. I had made an attempt at arranging the 
accompanying music for Brass Band and the Choir of St Mary’s Church in Liss 
together with the Rector and most of the congregation came and joined singers 
from our Church and The Liss Band for a truly memorable evening. It almost did 
not happen. I was writing out the music and getting very near to completing this 
mammoth task when instead of clicking the “save” button I clicked “delete “ 
instead. Everything on the computer screen vanished in an instant and that 
overwhelming feeling of utter despair descended upon me. After a few minutes 
of just horrified silence staring at the blank screen it dawned on me that I always 
saved material at the completion of each computer session. All I had lost was a 
mornings work. Bad enough but that could have been several week’s work 
floating in the ether! 
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I had thought that I would just sing in the choir or play in the band for this  
conduct. This I did but I wish I had not agreed to sing the tenor solo as well. 
Although I had tenors in the choir no-one wanted the solo, so after I had just 
conducted the band ( and I always conduct with enthusiasm!) I could hardly sing 
a note as I was so breathless. 
 
The story of that first Christmas over two thousand years ago still resonates 
today; that almighty God, the creator of this world and all the suns and stars of 
space, and all living things on land, sea and air, who created each one of us 
should come to earth as a helpless baby. Born not in a Palace but a manger in a 
stable. But God, who performs miracles redeemed us His people through that 
baby. 
At one of our Study Group evenings I posed this question; “In China, a Church 
planting movement brought about 15,000 new Churches and baptised 160,000 
new believers in one year. Between June 2018 and March 2020, 43 United 
Reformed Churches closed. Why was that?” Well Churches close. The Letters to 
the Churches, which the study course was loosely based, were letters sent to 
seven Churches which all closed in time. But haven’t we lost our sense of 
excitement and expectancy?  We don’t expect miracles so miracles do not 
happen. 
Not being able to sing in worship with friends in Church is not really 
compensated by being able to sing out loud on “zoom” in the comfort of an 
armchair.  We are usually able to sing at this time of the year “O Holy Child of 
Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us 
today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell: O come to us, 
abide with us our Lord, Immanuel.” (Phillips Brooks) Paul prayed for the 
Ephesian Church. This is how he ended 
that prayer: “Now to Him who is able to 
do immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine, according to His power that 
is at work within us, to Him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and 
ever! Amen.” 
 
We are loved by a God who performs 
miracles you better believe it! 
 
Love, Alan and Cora  
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PACT Foodbank 
The PACT Foodbank is continuing to operate as usual during the Covid 19 
pandemic. Food distributions from the Salvation Army are Tuesday and Friday 
from 9.30 am to 11,30 am. Vouchers are then given for the Bryants and Clowes 
stalls to provide fruit, veg, bread, cheese, eggs and bacon to use on 
Wednesday and Saturday Market days. Contributions of non-fresh food can be 
made at The Methodist Church on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10.00 am to 
12 noon. 
In addition, Free Shop Friday (The Hub) at Petersfield Station is to continue. The 
opening details are now Wednesday 2.00pm to 3.30 pm, Fridays and Saturdays 
10.00 am to 12.30 pm. Deliveries of relevant food, including fresh items can be 
made on Thursday evening between 6.00pm and 7.00pm. 
David Barton 

 
 

 

Recycling at Petersfield infants School 
This initiative is continuing and is a great way of recycling items that cannot go 
in with the regular recycling that is collected by the Council.  Opposite is a 
poster from Petersfield Infants School, detailing the items they can currently 
accept.  This list is slightly different to the one that was issued earlier this year.  
So, if you have any of these items, instead of throwing them away with the 
general household waste, why not take them to the school, where they can be 
used to raise money for good causes and reduce the landfill? 
With thanks to Fiona Darling for providing this poster. 

 
 
 

Christmas Card  
For the last few years, I have produced a church 
Christmas card where everyone has the 
opportunity to send a Christmas greeting to 
everyone at Petersfield and Liss URC.  With not 
being able to meet with each other in recent 
weeks and months, this may be something that 
folk would particularly appreciate this year. If you would like to include a 
greeting for this year's card, please send it to me by Sunday 6 December.  All 
the messages will then be collated into a card that will be distributed to 
everyone from 13 December onwards. 
Mary Evans 
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more 

Missions each month.  If you support a mission that has any information and 
prayer updates, please send these to the editors so that they can be included  

 

Christian Aid  
At Christmas we celebrate Emmanuel, the incarnation 
of love.  A love that never fails. A love that unites.  A 
love that builds hope. When crisis threatens, love builds hope.  
 
Love builds hope in some of the world’s toughest places.  
 
Love builds resilience in some of the world’s fiercest climates.  
 
In Ethiopia, and around the world, people living in poverty are on the frontline 
of the climate crisis. Locusts are swarming, encouraged by the long droughts 
and heavy rains.  Families are losing crops, water, food, homes and livelihoods. 
Every day, they walk further, dig deeper, work harder, and build stronger to 
survive. Unrelenting. Determined. 
 
This Christmas, we stand united with those facing drought in Ethiopia, and 
millions more families around the world battling the effects of the climate crisis. 
 
'When crisis threatens, love builds hope. Neighbourly love has built hope and 
solidarity across our communities in Hampshire during the Coronavirus epidemic, 
and love for our global neighbour can bring hope and resilience to people living 
in poverty, on the frontline of the climate crisis. This Christmas, Christian Aid 
invites you to stand united with communities facing drought in Ethiopia, and 
millions more battling climate change around the world. Thank you for your 
remarkable creativity and resilience this year, continuing to work with us to 
support our neighbours facing the triple burden of climate change, poverty and 
pandemic. Please join us through giving, acting and praying this Christmas – love 
brings hope, and hope for a better future is the greatest gift we can give this 
season. To find out more, please call 01925 573 769,  
email hello@christian-aid.org , or visit  
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christmas-appeal.  
Thank you for spreading hope when we all need it most.' 

 

mailto:hello@christian-aid.org
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christmas-appeal
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Eritrea – more Christians arrested as others 
released 
Release International can confirm a total of 69 
Christian prisoners of faith have now been released in 
Eritrea – while five more have been arrested. 
Release partners say that many have been long-term prisoners. One has been 
behind bars for 16 years. None has ever been sent to trial. 
When news of their release broke in Eritrea, many Christians took to the streets 
to celebrate – prompting another round of arrests. The authorities seized five 
women who stepped outside to pray and rejoice at the news. 
“These were mothers,” says Release International’s Eritrean partner, Dr Berhane 
Asmelash. “One is a mother of five. They were cheering from the roadside – and 
arrested on the spot.” 
Dr Berhane estimates some 300 Christian prisoners of faith remain in the 
country – held indefinitely without charge or ever having been sent for trial. 
Prisoners face hardship, illness and malnutrition. Most of the prisons don’t even 
have toilet facilities. 
“Eritrea has been likened to the North Korea of Africa,” says Release 
International CEO Paul Robinson. “It began its crackdown on churches in 2002.” 
 

 

From the editors ... 
Welcome to the December/January Messenger.  At the time of writing we are in 
lockdown again, and arrangements for December are uncertain.  There is 
therefore no calendar or list of Rotas.  Please see the Church website or the 
weekly mailings for details of arrangements as and when we are allowed to 
meet again.  You will have seen that there are no Secretary's Snippets this 
month as Carol, along with a number of other church folk, has been unwell.  We 
do wish them all a full and speedy recovery.  As always we are grateful to all our 
contributors, some of whom submit items faithfully every month. We do wish all 
our readers a very happy Christmas and every blessing for 2021  Keith and Mary 

 

Picture 
The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw a picture of a Bible story 
with a Christmas theme. She was puzzled by Kate’s picture, which showed four 
people on an airplane.  She asked her which story it was meant to represent. 
‘The Flight to Egypt,’ was the reply. 
Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: ‘That must be Mary, Joseph, and 
Baby Jesus. But who’s the fourth person?”’ 
‘Oh,’ explained Kate happily, ‘that’s Pontius – the pilot!’ 
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Facing both ways 
January gets its name from the Roman god Janus, the god of beginnings and 
transitions, of gates and doorways. Traditionally Janus had two faces, one 
looking to the past and one to the future. It reminds us that as we start a new 
year we can look back to the past with gratitude and to the future with 
expectation. 
In his hymn, ‘How good is the God we adore’, Joseph Hart (1712-1768) speaks 
about God as our faithful, unchangeable friend and finishes with this beautiful 
thought: ‘We’ll praise Him for all that is past, and trust Him for all that’s to 
come.’ This seems to be a good pasture to take as we enter 2021. 
First, we can look back on the year that is gone and give thanks for all the 
blessings that we have experienced. Thankfulness is really a choice. None of us 
will have had a perfect year, and many of us will have had some dark days 
indeed, but if we look carefully enough, we will see that there were also many 
wonderful days and golden moments. Let’s choose to focus on those and to 
acknowledge the work of God in our lives. For what are you grateful as you look 
back to 2020? 
Second, we can put our faith in God for all that is to come. None of us know the 
future. We will have our hopes and our dreams, and have made our plans for 
the year ahead, but no-one can guarantee they will come to pass. There will be 
surprises for sure, both good (we never expected that!) and bad (I didn’t see 
that coming!). How wonderful then to have a God who knows the future and in 
whose hands we are safe, no matter what comes to pass. Let’s choose to place 
our trust in Him as 2021 unfolds. What are you most looking forward to as you 
peer ahead of you this year? 
 
 

Books of the Bible     
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the word 
of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  This month 
we are focusing on  ...  1 & 2 Corinthians 

 What type of books are they?  Teaching 

 Who wrote them?  Paul 

 When were they written?  approx. 55-57 AD  
Paul wrote these letters to the church at Corinth to give then advice and teaching in 
their situation.  This was a struggling church in a town where there was much idolatry 
and many false teachers. Amongst other matters, Paul clearly explains the 
importance of unity within the church, morality and worship.  He also emphasises 
that everything should be underpinned by love, and demonstrates this in his own 
expression of love for the Corinthian Christians. 
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For our younger readers ...   
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Silent Night Wordsearch 
 
This much-loved carol comes from Austria, where it was first sung as Stille 
Nacht, heilige Nacht on Christmas Eve, 1818. It was written by Father Joseph 
Mohr, a young priest at St Nicholas parish church, in the village of Oberndorfbei 
Salzburg. As Christmas 1818 approached, he asked the local schoolmaster, Franz 
Xaver Gruber, to compose a melody for his carol. Gruber was organist in the 
nearby village of Arnsdorf, and so was happy to oblige. On Christmas Eve they 
presented the carol to the church during the midnight mass. The carol went on 
to become loved world-wide; and the version sung by Bing Crosby is the third 
best-selling single of all time.    
 
 
Silent 
Night 
Loved 
Carol 
Austria 
First  
Sung  

Stille 
Nacht 
Heilige 
Christmas 
Eve  
Father 
Joseph 

Mohr 
Young  
Priest 
Organist 
Midnight 
Mass 
Melody 

Single 
Bing 
Version 
Third 
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Crossword  
  

Across 
1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  
4  ‘He stretches out the 
heavens like a — , and 
spreads them out like a tent 
to live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)  
7  What the dove carried the 
olive leaf in, when it returned 
to Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:11) 
(4)  
8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  
9  Judah’s last king, who 
ended his days as a blind 
prisoner in Babylon 
(Jeremiah 52:11) (8)  
13 ‘They all — and were 
satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)  
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)  
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1) 
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)  
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)  
25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath (1 
Samuel 17:40) (4)  
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)  
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 
 
Down 
1  Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)  
2  Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)  
3  ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5)  
4  A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)  
5  One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second journey to 
Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)  
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’ (John 
20:27) (3,2)  
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)  
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11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for 
him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)  
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)  
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)  
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)  
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)  
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)  
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2 
Kings 5:12) (5)  
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)  
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)  
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4) 
 
Answers on page 22 
 

 
 

          
 
 Sudoku  
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News from the United Reformed Church 
items from the November edition of the Synod 
Newsletter 
 
Praise from the heart – Towards Advent Psalms 
resource The latest “Towards Advent” Psalms resource written by Revd Duncan 
Wilson is available on the Synod Website:  https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/Psalms-for-worship-year-A-final-weeks.docx 
 
Wellbeing and Mental Health  
A growing concern with lockdowns, isolation and changes to most people’s 
lifestyles is the ongoing mental health of those within our congregations and our 
communities.  
Here are some ideas from Basingstoke that work well on Zoom, or whatever 
meeting platform you may be using.   
Wellbeing Wednesdays (A time to gather in a social setting to discuss anything 
that comes to mind. These are based on the work of Ruth Rice and the ’Renew 
Wellbeing’ cafes   https://www.renewwellbeing.org.uk/  Each session starts 
with  prayer/meditation/bible reading.  A short discussion follows on anything 
that is picked up from the reflection.  After this, pictures of projects/outings/the 
previous week are shared and these often lead to conversations about life in 
general and any issues people might be having. Each session last about an hour 
and a half, and some of us are even making things or colouring whilst we talk.  
Understanding Grief - The elders and church officers used a four week sanctuary 
health course in order to understand better our own grief during lockdown, By 
understanding our own grief we feel better equipped to help support our 
pastoral groups and others. These are free, downloadable and based on 
theology. There is also a 10 week course. 
https://www.sanctuarymentalhealth.org/ 
Taketime Meditations - A great way to help in spiritual growth, with the added 
advantage of making you learn to relax, are the taketime meditations that we 
have been running on Zoom. These require a Take Time facilitator to be trained 
(can be done online) and has an annual subscription of £40.  
https://taketime.org.uk/meditations/ 
 
Good News Story from Andover URC 
THE BIG SLEEP 
Ashley and Ryan have been raising money for a charity that provides shelter and 
accommodation for people that are vulnerable and homeless. We took part in  
 

https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Psalms-for-worship-year-A-final-weeks.docx
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Psalms-for-worship-year-A-final-weeks.docx
https://www.renewwellbeing.org.uk/
https://www.sanctuarymentalhealth.org/
https://taketime.org.uk/meditations/
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an event that is called the Big Sleep, which was when you sleep on the floor in  
the streets, but due to Coronavirus (and us being too young), we slept in our 
living room floor (in our sleeping bags). This was all organised by Alabare  
Christian Care. It went very well and we felt comfortable even though we were a 
bit stiff in the morning.  
Remember you can still donate even though we have already done our task 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ashley-fai 
Thank you for your support and may God bless you all! 
Written by Ashley and Ryan Fai from Andover URC 
 
Good News Story from Marlow 
Christ Church Marlow have installed a water bottle filling point at a newly-
created street entrance to their garden, as part of a project to make the garden 
a welcoming and accessible place of rest and refreshment.  Already, since 
opening up the entrance, the garden has become much more frequented by 
local people and visitors.   
Bishop Rodwell Chomba Farewell 
 
Below is a screen shot of Bishop Chomba, 
his wife Gertrude and their younger son 
waiting to receive greetings from 
members of the Presbytery in the course 
of his Farewell Service as he prepares to 
complete his eight years as Presbytery 
Bishop. The service was live streamed 
from St Paul’s United Church of Zambiaon 
8th November.  
 
Walking the Way – Advent materials  
The Walking the Way steering group has released materials for Advent 2020, 
focussed on the Psalms in the lectionary for the season, offering reflections and 
activities which people can explore in their own households and bubbles, in 
what is likely to be a very different Advent than we are used to. 
For this, and other resources, please visit the Walking the Way webpage and, in 
particular, the resources page 
 
Children’s and Youth Events and Training 
Children’s Day 2021 – save the date! 
Save the date – Saturday 24 April 2021 – Venue to be confirmed 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ashley-fai
https://urc.org.uk/images/WalkingtheWay/documents/WtWAdvent20.pdf
http://www.urc.org.uk/wtw
http://www.urc.org.uk/wtw-further-resources
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We will be inviting children between 7 and 13 years to come to an exciting 
Heroes and Villains Children’s day next year.  It will be held predominantly 
outdoors in Forest Church Style, in small groups, so our hope is that it can take 
place even in the current climate. Watch this space for further details and 
opportunities to book your places. 
 
Bible Chatmatsresource  
A brilliant FREE resource from the Diocese of Bath and Wells.  Bible Chatmats 
help families or small groups to engage with Bible passages using doodling and 
conversation.  New ones are added weekly.  Free to download, check them out 
here https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/supporting-children/youth-
children/resources/bible-chat-mat/ 
 
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar December 
6 Bournemouth: Richmond Hill St Andrew’s; Godalming 
13 Poole: The Beacon Church, Canford Heath; Twyford (Berks) 
20 Bournemouth: Immanuel, Southbourne; Guildford: Portsmouth Road 

27 Trinity United Church, Ringwood; Walton-on-Thames 

 
 

Answers to Crossword on page 18 
ACROSS: 1, Depend. 4, Canopy. 7, Beak. 8, Irritate. 9, Zedekiah. 13, Ate. 16, Job’s 
comforter. 17, NAE. 19, Lang Syne. 24, Blockade. 25, Five. 26, Enigma. 27, 
Drench.  
DOWN: 1, Debt. 2, Peaceable. 3, Drink. 4, Curia. 5, Nuts. 6, Put it. 10, Excel. 11, 
Is man. 12, Hoofs. 13, Attention. 14, Ezra. 15, Ijon. 18, Aslan. 20, Abana. 21, 
Greed. 22, GCMG. 23, Leah. 
 

 
Children’s Christmas Carols 
Deck the Halls with Buddy Holly 
We three kings of porridge and tar 
On the first day of Christmas my tulip gave to me 
Noel, Noel, Barney’s the king of Israel. 
With the jelly toast proclaim 
Olive, the other reindeer 
Sleep in heavenly peas. 
O come, froggy faithful. 

https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/supporting-children/youth-children/resources/bible-chat-mat/
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/supporting-children/youth-children/resources/bible-chat-mat/
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Lectionary Bible Readings for December/January 

 
 
 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 
website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.  

 
 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 
 
 

 

The deadline for the February Messenger is Sunday 17 January 2021.  Please 
send articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & Mary Evans, tel 01730 235922 e-mail 

keithnmary@talktalk.net 
 

 
 
 
 

December 6 Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 

December 13 Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; Luke 1:46b-55;  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 20 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55; Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26;  
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

December 27 Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

January 3 Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14; 
John 1:(1-9), 10-18 

January 10 Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

January 17 1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;  
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 

January 24 Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31;  
Mark 1:14-20 

January 31 Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; 
Mark 1:21-28 

mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=49
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=49
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield : College Street, 
Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Liss : Hillbrow Road, 
 Liss GU33 7PX 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly 
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays 

Church & 
Community 

Worker 

Mrs Jo Hopkins 
01730 266475 

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com   

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

 

Website 
 

www.petersfieldurc.com   

 E-mail 
 

admin@petersfieldurc.com  

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 10.30 am  
 

Breakfast Church 9 am on 3rd 
Sunday 

 
 
 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

 
 

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples” 
 

Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office 
 

mailto:minister@petersfieldurc.com
http://www.petersfieldurc.com/
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