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From the Minister ... 
 

By the time this edition of the Messenger goes to print the 
chances are that Thomas baby number two will have arrived 
into this world and the fun of sleep deprived nights and dirty 
nappies can begin once again in our household! This could 
very well therefore, be the last coherent thing I write for a short time, bear with 
me!  
 
Hopefully also by the time this magazine goes to print we will have had an 
answer from Synod in regard to our funding application for our new 
employment opportunity – Church and Community worker for Petersfield and 
Liss United Reformed Church. You’ll find the advertisement for this post in this 
month’s edition of the Messenger and I would encourage anyone who might be 
feeling God prompting them to either apply or to pass the advertisement on to 
someone else to do so. We have a really exciting opportunity to engage with our 
communities both in Petersfield and Liss in new and innovative ways and the 
holder of the role will be given time and space in the first few months to just 
spend time engaging with those meeting on both of our sites and talking with 
them as well as researching the localities to see what needs there are and how 
we can best be serving those in our area whom we are called to care for. We 
hope to have somebody in place before Christmas and ask for your prayers as 
we go about the recruitment process in the very near future.  
 
Coming in January the Eldership have decided that we will run an Alpha course. 
This will start on Monday 6th January and will start at 7pm each Monday for the 
duration of the course. Alpha has been a hugely valuable tool for churches over 
a number of years now and it has seen a large number of people commit their 
lives to God during its time. We are really praying that this course will be fruitful 
here in Petersfield and would encourage you to pray as well for this course. 
Group leaders have been approached already and a team is being built – but 
one of the hugely important aspects of Alpha is the meal together at the start of 
the evening. I’m looking for volunteers who might be able to come and cook a 
meal during the course. Hopefully it would only require you doing so once but in 
order for that to be the case we need a fair few willing volunteers to make this 
happen. If you would be prepared to provide a meal, I would be hugely grateful 
and would love to hear from you. Publicity will start to trickle out after paternity 
leave is over and at this time please do pass this on to friends, neighbours, 
family members etc who might benefit from coming on a course such as Alpha.  
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I shall look forward to seeing you all on the other side and introducing you to 
our new arrival!  
 
With every blessing as ever,  
 
Josh.  
  
 
 

 
Bringing in the sheaves? 
At this time of year, unless you live in an extremely urban environment, you will 
see the signs of Harvest. Huge combine harvesters are at work in the fields, 
reaping the golden wheat and barley, baling the straw and gathering the grain. 
For farmers it is the high point of their year, and a moment celebrated with 
thanksgiving in churches throughout the land. 
But what about the spiritual harvest? When Jesus spoke about the Sower and 
the seed, He likened the Gospel to seed that was sown with the hope of a 
harvest. Some fell on good soil and produced much fruit, but other seed was 
less fortunate and there was little outcome, a reminder that Christian ministry 
can sometimes be hard work. 
An early missionary to Iran, Robert Bruce, wrote this to his supporters back 
home:  “I am not yet reaping a harvest, I am not yet sowing the seed. I am not 
even ploughing the soil, but I am pulling out the stones. This too is gospel work, 
and worthy of your prayers.” 
With this in mind, remember those who serve God faithfully in difficult and 
unresponsive situations, either overseas or here in post-Christian Britain.  Some 
experience great success in ministry, for which we are grateful, and many 
churches experience times of growth, for which we give thanks to God.  For 
others, though, they may well sow in tears 
before they can reap with songs of joy 
(Psalm 126:5-6). 
What of your own situation? If you are 
enjoying a time of growth, be sure to 
recognise that it is God who gives the 
growth.  But if the work is hard and 
disappointing, despite your best efforts, do 
not lose heart.  The work is God’s and we 
have only to be faithful. 
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Hello everyone, 
 
Apologies for an extreme lack of Snippets in the summer issues of The 
Messenger. Holiday overtook the first one and Ukraine the second! 
 
At the beginning of October, we have our Harvest Festival which will be 
celebrated at College Street. Kate Gladders, from 2 Saints, will be attending and 
will be taking all the produce back to be used for their clients. We look forward 
to welcoming her again and hearing about any new initiatives. 
 
October sees the beginning of the electoral process for the eldership for 2020. I 
thought it might be useful to explain the details of what happens.  
When someone from the membership of the church is elected as an elder they 
remain an elder for life, even though they may not be on the serving eldership. 
The serving eldership consists of 12 elders, 2 of whom are the secretary and 
treasurer. 
Each elder is elected for a term of 3 years, after which they are able to stand 
again for another 3 years (if they are nominated and are willing). However, after 
serving 2 lots of 3 years they must then step down for a year. This rule does not 
apply to the secretary or treasurer! 
The number of vacancies varies from year to year depending on how many 
elders have finished their 3 year stint. This year we have a particularly large 
number of vacancies. We had one resignation during the year. Thank you to 
Anita Cooper for her time on the eldership.  
It is 3 years since Petersfield and Liss became one church and the eldership 
combined. Both Tony Phillips and Alan Jones had served for many years at Liss 
as their rules were different to Petersfield. I would like to thank them both for 
the many years of service they have given as serving elders and for helping in 
the smooth transition to us becoming one church. 
Wendy Cassar is coming to the end of 6 years as a serving elder and Peter Jolly 
completes 3 years. I would like to thank both of them for their continued 
support for me personally – there have been many an email or phone call from 
me asking advice, ranting about something or just wanting reassurance and they 
have helped enormously. 
So we have 5 vacancies. Each member of the church fellowship will receive a 
nomination paper which invites you to nominate up to 5 people who you feel  
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would serve the church well as an elder. We would ask you to pray about this 
and ask for God’s guidance. It would be helpful if you are able to talk to those 
you want to nominate to establish if they feel they are able to stand. Members 
are eligible to stand for election one year after being received into membership. 
Nomination papers will be distributed through the elders and the box for 
completed nomination papers will be in the vestibule. 
At the end of October, I tally up all the nominations and if they have received 
the requisite number, at least 4 nominations, I contact the person to ask if they 
are willing to stand.  
Before the November church meeting the names of those standing will be 
published and at the meeting all members will be asked to vote for up to 5 folk 
and the 5 with the most votes, as long as it is 50% of the number of people 
voting, will be elected as elders for 2020.  
I do hope that has helped and not made it too complicated! 
 
Dates for your diaries  

 October 5th, Saturday – Harvest preparation during the day and 
harvest Supper in the evening  

 October 6th, Sunday – Harvest Festival at College Street 

 October 6th, Sunday – evening communion will be led by our old 
friend David Rice 

 During October we hope to be holding interviews for the 
Development Worker 

 
God bless you all. Carol (Tubbs)  
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A message from Emsworth ...  
 
Jesus looked at him and loved him. ‘One thing you lack,” He said. “Go, sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come follow me.” At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth. 
 
Part of my duties as Pastoral Committee Convenor is to meet people from other 
congregations in Churches within the South East Area of the Wessex Synod. 
When you combine this responsibility with my Lay Preaching Activity, I yearn 
sometimes to just being able to come to our Church in Petersfield and Liss and 
sit in the congregation. One thing I have learned from my travels is how richly 
blessed we are here with such a superb Minister and congregation truly seeking 
to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; and to make disciples. I 
was at a Church in the Southampton Area the other Sunday where “Rejoice and 
Sing” was the favoured Hymn book. The first hymn had those wonderful words 
by Fanny Crosby; “To God be the Glory”. I must admit that wherever possible I 
use the “Mission Praise” Hymn book when choosing Hymns, so sang with great 
gusto the words as I remembered in verse two of that hymn; ” the vilest 
offender who truly believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon receives” I soon 
realised from the people around me that I should have sung “and every offender 
who truly believes”. I am not sure what the politically correct view is here as I 
have always thought that Fanny Crosby’s original words were far more hopeful 
as I know “every offender” would lead some people to say that that could not 
possibly include me! 
From the pulpit I know that I have spoken about sermons that I have 
remembered, but the one sermon that stands out head and shoulders among 
the rest is the one I heard in an Evangelical Church in the mid seventies. The 
Sermon was based on the passage of scripture found in Matthew, Mark and 
Luke’s Gospels, often entitled “The rich young ruler”. Common to all three 
Gospels is the fact that the man in this passage is certainly rich. It is only in 
Matthew’s Gospel that he is described as young and only in Luke’s Gospel that 
he is describes as a ruler or person with official status. The Preacher at this 
Evangelical Church retold the story in his own words which was fine until he 
said; “This young man had been given this wonderful opportunity to follow the 
Lord Jesus Christ but his wealth had got in the way and he “blew it” - he would 
never get another chance to follow Jesus ever!?!” Really, was that true? The 
preacher then went into evangelistic mode and asked if there were people in 
the congregation that evening in Church who were being given the same  
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opportunity to follow Christ and who were wavering. “Come to the front of the 
Church and be saved now, the stewards will assist you if you need help!” 
Although I felt that was dreadfully wrong I also lacked the courage to stand up 
and say “that’s rubbish the vilest offender who truly believes that moment from 
Jesus a pardon receives” Jesus would never refuse a repentant believer. 
Acknowledgement of what stands in the way of you following Jesus then 
repentance and belief will always lead you into the arms of the Saviour no 
matter how young or old you are or how many times Jesus has asked you to 
follow Him. 
The American author; Francine Rivers has written a number of Christian Books.  I 
have read two. The first; “Lineage of Grace”, which is a collection of five stories 
on the women who are mentioned in the first Chapter of Matthew’s Gospel. 
Tamar a woman of hope, Rahab, a woman of faith, Ruth a woman of love, the 
mother of Solomon, who is not actually named but is Bathsheba, a woman who 
received unlimited grace and finally Mary, the mother of Jesus, a woman of 
obedience. In a similar style the second book; “Sons of encouragement” depicts 
the lives of men of faith who served in the shadow of others. In this case Aaron, 
the Priest, Caleb, the warrior, Jonathon the Prince and friend, Amos, the 
shepherd and finally Silas, the scribe, who surrendered his wealth to record 
God’s word even as those around him were silenced. 
There is little told in Scripture about Silas’s personal life. There is evidence of a 
very gifted and committed man who chose to set aside what the world would 
view as a very promising career to willingly become a scribe, or secretary, 
recording the letters of the apostles Peter and Paul. He was also wealthy. 
Although Francine Rivers’ story is fictional she conjectures that Silas could well 
have been the “Rich young ruler” of the Gospels. I would thoroughly 
recommend that you read both these books but whether true or not I would like 
to think that “The rich young ruler” was given 
another chance to follow Jesus if not by serving 
Peter and Paul, then by some other form of 
service. It is never ever too late or too early to 
give your life to Christ. If you have not done so 
yet give in to that inner voice that has been 
speaking to you and do it today. I can promise 
you that all your heartaches and 
disappointments will not go away but the 
person you will now be able to share them with 
is more than able to help you. 
 
Love, Alan and Cora Jones  
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A Ride and Stride Day 
As Hampshire and the Islands Historic Churches Trust have 
so generously supported improvements recently made to 
the Church, I felt it only proper to repay their assistance by 
exerting myself on their sponsored Ride and Stride Event on 
Saturday 14th September. Thankfully the weather was 
glorious (unlike one previous year I can remember), justifying my decision both 
to take no rainwear, and to visit eight Churches in the beautiful Itchen Valley 
criss-crossing the river as many times as possible. The buses now run only 
sporadically to Winchester, so I persuaded Gill to give me a lift to the start of my 
walk, on the basis that I would return by the four-times daily 67 bus.  Here’s the 
story of my day. 

- Arrive at Headbourne Worthy to find self mixed in preparations for both 
Road Cycle Race and Duck Race on the stream that runs by the Church. 
Sign in, and no, I haven’t walked all the way from Petersfield. Decline offer 
of buns so soon after start (decision later regretted). 

- On to Kings Worthy along the busy road.  The Worthys have their festival 
this weekend, and the Church tower is open. Decline invitation to ascend – 
may never get down again. 

- Next stop Easton Church.  Find same bike riders there. Suspect they have 
arrived yonks ago and have been eating cakes.   See (note pun) memorial 
to Agatha Barlow, married to a Bishop and whose 5 daughters all married 
Bishops!! 

- Martyr Worthy unmanned, but find super stamp to put on card. Overcome 
by emotion proceed to leave card there! Hedgerows full of blackberries – 
well, that’s lunch sorted. 

- At Itchen Abbas turn out rucksack to realise absence of card!  Aaagh! Meet 
cyclist from Four Marks who too has left his card somewhere. Out of 
Church, step onto verge to afford more room for passing car, only to put 
foot in hole on edge of tarmac and collapse in heap on verge and road. 
Glasses and walking pole go haywire.  Solicitous lady driver stops - 
desperately worried. Decide against pursuing false claim that she knocked 
me over. Inform her I am perfectly alright (refrain from observation about 
apparent eyesight and mental deficiencies). Retire to Pub to lick wounds. 

- Avington is a Georgian Simon Jenkins listed 3-star Church, with box pews – 
a must to visit 

- On walk to Ovington take care to avoid tree root a yard ahead,… and fall 
over the root bang in front of my nose!  Begin to think am too old for this 
lark. 
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- If I accelerate, maybe can reach Itchen Stoke for 2.20 bus towards 

Winchester and rescue card from Martyr Worthy?  Otherwise how prove 
valiant efforts? Whizz into fantastic Gothic Revival Church at Itchen Stoke. 

Unattended, and no book to sign, (saving valuable 
seconds) rush back across road, as bus rounds the 
bend. Phew - under 5 seconds to spare! 

- Revisit Martyr Worthy. Lost card found. Collapse in 
sunshine in Churchyard drinking squash. Then retire 
to peaceful banks of Itchen and await bus to 
Petersfield (no, not river bus!) 

 Peter Jolly 
 

 
 
 
 
Word For Today 
 
“How to solve problems-  
Try to keep your problems in perspective. In the Peanuts cartoon, Snoopy looks 
in and sees the family sitting round the table enjoying Thanksgiving dinner while 
he’s outside eating dog food. ‘How about that? he thinks, ‘everybody’s eating 
turkey today, but because I’m just a dog I get dog food.’ Then he suddenly 
regains his perspective. ‘Of course, things could have been worse - I could have 
been born a turkey!’ How big or how difficult our problem appears to be is often 
a matter of perspective. Most difficulties we face are pretty insignificant in the 
larger scheme of things. Author, James Agee, recalled how he once struck up a 
conversation with an impoverished elderly woman in the heart of Appalachia 
during the Great Depression. She lived in a tiny shack with dirt floors, no heat, 
and no indoor plumbing. ‘What would you do,’ he asked, ‘ if someone gave you 
some money to help you out?’ The woman thought for a moment and 
answered, ‘I guess I’d give it to the poor.’ Jesus told his disciples, ‘These things 
have I spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.’ 
 
Please feel free to take a copy of the next WFT, in the vestibule from the end of 
October. 
Sue Bone 
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Operation Christmas Child 
 
It’s time to start thinking of shoeboxes and what to fill it 
with. For the last few years Petersfield and Liss United 
Reformed Church joined together with other churches and 
groups around the world, providing shoeboxes, filled with 
gifts, for children in need. You have revealed the love of Christ in action, by 
touching the lives of many around the world by your gifts.  
 
Below is a snippet from the website of Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas 
Child- 
‘The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to show God's love in a tangible 
way to needy children around the world, and together with the local church 
worldwide, to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Since 1990, more than 157 
million children in over 160 countries have experienced God's love through the 
power of simple shoebox gifts from Operation Christmas Child.’ 
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/ 
 
God’s word says that God is a God of Justice and Mercy and He asks His children 
to be children of Justice and Mercy. What better way to do that, by taking care 
of those who are unable to take care of themselves, by blessing them with a 
simple gift that means a lot when they receive it. God often says in the Old 
Testament that He is a Father to the fatherless, a defender of widows and He 
takes care of the foreigner. Jesus said in the Gospels when he washed the feet 
of His disciples, that as He has served, so should we. Filling a shoebox with little 
gifts is one way that we can serve others. 
 
Would you consider filling a shoebox for a child in need? Leaflets for the 
shoeboxes will be available from mid-September. Shoeboxes will also be 
available if you do not have one to fill. The deadline to drop off your shoebox 
will be advised. If you 
need more information 
regarding the shoeboxes, 
please speak to me or 
contact the Church office.  
 
Thank you,  
Esmé Kelly. 
 

 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
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Grow an attitude of gratitude 
 
Harvest is a time of thanksgiving to God for all His provision for us. It is good to 
cultivate a grateful heart, and studies have shown that people who practise 
thankfulness tend to have a more positive outlook on life, be more optimistic 
about the future, and are generally healthier than those who do a lot of 
grumbling and complaining. 
On one occasion Jesus met a group of ten lepers (Luke 17:11-19). They called 
out to Him in a loud voice, asking for Him to have pity of them, which He did. He 
sent them to the priest, and on the way they were healed. However, only one of 
them returned to give thanks to Jesus, and he was a Samaritan. He threw 
himself at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him, giving praise to God in a loud 
voice. 
It occurs to me that most of us make a loud noise when we are in need of help, 
but we are much quieter about giving thanks. We are not inhibited when making 
our needs known to God, but how many of us make a point of giving Him thanks 
when we have received His help? Do we sing His praises loudly? Do we give 
clear testimony to what the Lord has done? 
Why not try and cultivate the discipline of gratitude in your life? Make it a rule 
to thank anyone who helps you in some way, or who encourages you. Let them 
know you appreciate them. Review each day before you sleep, reminding 
yourself of every good thing that happened, and offering your thoughts to God 
as a prayer. Introduce a short time of giving thanks in your church service. In 
your home group have a time of praying short, sentence prayers of gratitude to 
God. Keep a gratitude diary. 
Rather than focus of what you don’t have, or what has gone wrong, train your 
mind to focus on what you do have, and what has gone right. You will be 
surprised at the difference it can make. 
 
 

All things come from You, and of Your own do we … not give back 
much! 
Jesus taught a great deal about money and its dangers.  Most of His parables 
concerned money in one form or another.  He used the word ‘Mammon’ to 
describe a false financial god, saying “You can’t serve God and Mammon.” 
So, a right attitude to money is essential for Christians.   
Until we are released from the straitjacket of putting money before God, that 
blocked soul-artery will impede our way to God.  Once we are liberated from the  
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 control money has over us, we can be lavish in our giving – with a sense of 
exuberance.  St Paul puts it like this: “Each one must give as he has decided in 
his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
St Paul spent ten years raising funds for the impoverished Church in Jerusalem 
where there was a serious famine.  The little and very poor Church in Macedonia 
gave way beyond their comfort zone.  The relatively wealthy Church in Corinth 
gave little by comparison.  Paul contrasts them.  Miserable Corinthians; joyful 
Macedonians. 
Giving is fun. 
Christian giving becomes something that we share privately with Jesus.  In 
Matthew Jesus taught that when we give, we should not let even our left hand 
know what our right hand is doing.  God is generous to us, so when we are 
generous, we share a secret with Him. “For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that 
you by His poverty might become rich.” 
So – giving money away makes you happy! 
Giving to God is giving back what He has already given to us.  It’s not the 
quantity we give, it’s the percentage of what we have.  A right attitude to 
money is vital for Christians. 
 

 
 
Calling those interested in litter and recycling in Petersfield 
Petersfield Society Litter Pick 2nd November 2 - 4.30pm 
Meet at the Methodist Church on Station Road in good time for 2pm start. Bring 
gardening type gloves and weather appropriate old clothes.  Fluorescent gilets 
for adult are provided.  Litter grabbers and bags provided.  To hear and see 
more of what has already been achieved through 
these litter picks organised through the Petersfield 
Society, follow the link:- 
https://petersfieldradio.uk/2019/08/a-litter-pick-
with-a-purpose/ 
Families are welcomed and anyone sufficiently fit to 
help clear litter from a small section of Petersfield, 
and help sort it.  A superb community initiative and 
activity and a practical way of following up some of 
the themes the JFC, church and Ukraine mission 
have been looking at in 2019.  Fiona Darling 

 

https://petersfieldradio.uk/2019/08/a-litter-pick-with-a-purpose/
https://petersfieldradio.uk/2019/08/a-litter-pick-with-a-purpose/
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Petersfield Rotas October 2019  
 

 
 

Are seeking to appoint a Church and Community 
worker 

25 Hours per week 
£13.59 per hour 

 
 
 

Are seeking to appoint a Church and Community Worker 
25 hours per week 

£13.59 per hour 
 

We are looking to appoint a ‘Church and Community Worker’ to our friendly 
staff team at Petersfield and Liss United Reformed Church. 

The successful applicant will be expected to take a lead in engaging more closely 
with and serving the local community. 

For more information or for an application pack, please contact  
the Church Secretary (Mrs Carol Tubbs) – 

caroltubbs@ntlworld.com or 07766412160 
Closing date – Monday 14th October 2019 

 

Sunday October 6 October 13 October 20 October 27 

Stewards  Maureen Gilbert 
& Doreen Lewis 

(am) 
Peter Crane (pm)  

Janet Clemmy 
&   David 
Darling 

 Mandy Martin & 
Kitty Rohrbach   

Sylvia 
Bressey & 

Gwen 
Peake 

Welcomer John Sollis Jackie Sollis Grace Fountain Val Hart 

Elder  Val Torrance (am) 
Keith Evans  (pm) 

Mike 
Pennicotte-

Henrie 

Alan Jones Tony 
Phillips 

Communion 
Servers 

Keith Evans    Alan Jones &  
Mike Pennicotte-

Henrie 

 

AV David Darling Keith Evans John Lewis Norbert 
Szekely 

Flowers Harvest  Tony Phillips  



Page 14 

 

Petersfield Church Calendar – October 2019 
 
 

Tuesday 1 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

7.30 pm Elders' Meeting CFC 

Saturday 5 8 am Menunited Men's Breakfast Hurst Barn 

morning Church to be decorated 
evening Harvest Supper 

Sunday 6 11 am Harvest Thanksgiving - Brian Blogg & team 

6.30 pm Rev David Rice  (Holy Communion) 

Monday 7 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday  
 

8 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

7.30 pm Women's Fellowship CFC 

Wednesday 9 7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group  Cremorne Place 

Thursday 10 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 9 Bowen Lane 
8 pm Home Fellowship Group 12 Geddes Way 

Friday 11 2.30 pm Tea on the Terrace CFC 

Sunday 13 11 am Mary Fair  

Monday 14 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 
8pm Prayer Time CFC 

Tuesday 15 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 
2 pm Connie's Handicraft Group  CFC 

Friday 18 10 am Friday Fellowship CFC 

Sunday 20 11 am The Minister (Holy Communion) 

Monday 21 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday 22 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

Wednesday 23 7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group  Cremorne Place 

Thursday 24 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 9 Bowen Lane 

8 pm Home Fellowship Group 12 Geddes Way 

Sunday 27 11 am The Minister 
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Liss Church Calendar – October 2019   
 
 

Tuesday 1 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 2 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 5 8 am Menunited Men's Breakfast Hurst Barn 

Sunday 6 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 7 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 
7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 8 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 9 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 12 8.30 am LCWT Prayer Breakfast To be advised 

Sunday 13 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 14 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 
7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 15 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 16 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 20 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 21 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 22 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 23 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 27 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 28 7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Wednesday 30 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  
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What about Halloween? 
It’s that time of year when the shops are full of pumpkins and youngsters are 
knocking on our doors to ‘trick or treat’. How should Christians respond to 
Halloween? Is it simply a fun festival for the children or does it have a dark side 
that we should avoid? 
Firstly, Christians should not respond to Halloween with superstition. The Bible 
reminds us that evil is a real force at work in our world, as ‘the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour’ (1 Peter 5:8). We 
shouldn’t underestimate his ability to blind the minds of unbelievers to the 
reality of spiritual warfare. (2 Corinthians 4:4). 
Secondly, we can respond with confidence. While people are often fearful of 
witches, ghosts, and evil spirits, we mustn’t forget that God is in control, not 
Satan. Jesus has secured the victory over sin and evil on the cross: ‘having 
disarmed the powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross.’ (Colossians 2:15). 
Finally, we can also offer hope. ‘Christ died and returned to life so that He might 
be the Lord of both the dead and the living.’ (Romans 14:9). Halloween is an 
opportunity to share the hope of the gospel. For example, if we offer sweets to 
children calling to trick and treat, we might include information about the 
Christian faith or church. Or we could organise an alternative Light Party, 
celebrating Jesus as the light of the world. 
C .S. Lewis provides a helpful balance for us: ‘There are two equal and opposite 
errors into which our race can fall into about devils. One is to disbelieve in their 
existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest 
in them.’ (The Screwtape Letters). 

 
 

 The Bible Society 
Aleppo in Syria has been in the News with bombing, gas 

attacks and many people have left and they are now returning, although peace 
is still a long way off with heavy explosions and the sound of aircraft. There were 
30,000 Christians in Aleppo before the war and about half have now come back 
to repair their houses and Churches. George Andrea has stayed in the Bible 
Society Book Shop and kept it open all through the war fortunately it has not 
been damaged. He has mainly distributed Bibles to all the people who asks for a 
Bible, even many who are of other Religions. People are seeking the truth and 
are coming to faith in Jesus. The Bible Society has been able to reduce the cost 
as people in this country have supported the work financially but they are 
needing more money for the future to help the supply of Bibles. Robin Ive 
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Alexander Fleming 
Alexander Fleming was a Medical Scientist who desired 
to help the people who were very ill, so he worked with 
Howard Florey and Ernest Chain to remove the mould 
that stopped the harmful bacteria from growing. From 
this small beginning Alexander was able to take the 
mould to make penicillin. In St Mary’s Hospital a friend 
was very ill  and the patient was suffering from bacterial 
blood poisoning. However after  a dose of penicillin the 
friend made a full recovery. In the final years of the 
second world war antibiotic penicillin was available, and 
it was the means of saving  the lives of thousands of 
soldiers who were wounded. Today we all know the benefit of antibiotic 
penicillin. 
Alexander was asked about his greatest discovery he had made.  He was a 
Christian and his answer was simple. “My greatest discovery was that I needed 
God, and that I was nothing without him and that he loved me and showed his 
love by sending Jesus to save me”.  Alexander Fleming knew that the gift was 
from God that enabled him in his work. 
Robin Ive 

 
 
Books of the Bible  
 
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the word 
of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  This month 
we are focusing on  ...  Habakkuk 

 What type of book is it?  dialogue, prophecy and prayer 

 Who wrote it?  Habakkuk 

 When was it written?  between 612 and 588 BC  
 

This book contains questions and complaints by the prophet Habakkuk to God 
and God's responses.  First, the prophet asks why God allows the wickedness 
and evil in Judah to prevail, to which God replies that He would allow the 
Babylonians to punish Judah.  Habakkuk then asks why this should be and God 
replies that the Babylonians will in turn be punished for their sins, and that this 
is all part of His plan.  The book ends with a prayer of praise.  Perhaps in today's 
turbulent times, the message of this book can remind us that God is in control, 
however dire the situation. 
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St Francis of Assisi 
 
Just about the only thing most people know about Francis of Assisi is that he 
talked to the birds. Church-goers also know the popular hymn based on his 
famous prayer, ‘Make me a channel of your Peace’, which was sung at the 
funeral of Princess Diana. 
However, Italy’s patron saint, whose feast day is this month (the 4th) was a more 
complex, and some would say controversial character.  His life spanned the end 
of the twelfth and beginning of the thirteenth centuries. He was born into a very 
wealthy family, but after what he called his ‘conversion’ standing before a 
crucifix.  He renounced all his possessions. In fact, he stripped himself of his of 
his wealthy garments in a public square in his home-town, Assisi. For the rest of 
his life he and his followers, including his feminine counterpart. St Claire longed, 
prayed and worked for a life of simplicity – a lifestyle without luxury or 
privileges. For the Franciscan brothers and the Poor Claires. This meant no 
private possessions at all. Francis saw that many poor people without these 
things, actually seemed to live happier and more fulfilling lives than the 
ambitious rich. He spoke of a simple life not shaped by money or power but by 
love and mutual concern. As his hymn says, ‘it is in giving of ourselves that we 
receive’.  
Of course, poverty; in our modern western world is seldom a matter of blissful 
simplicity, as present-day Franciscans recognise. For too many it is a matter of 
poor diet, over-crowded rooms, rough sleeping and unemployment. The call of 
today’s followers of Francis and Claire is that those who are better-off should 
‘live more simply, so that others can simply live’. Christians follow a Master who 
said that he came with ‘good news for the poor’. They believe that many of us 
today can be that good news. 
 
 

 
A prayer for morning… and for evening 
O God, who divides the day from the night, separate our deeds from the 
darkness of sin, and let us continually live in your light, reflecting in all that we 
do your eternal beauty. 
O God, who gives the day for work and the night for sleep, refresh our bodies 
and our minds through the quiet hours of night, and let our inward eyes be 
directed towards you, dreaming of your eternal glory. 
From the Leonine Sacramentary, 5th century 
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For our younger readers ...   
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Word-search - Harvest 
 
October brings us Harvest, and Psalm 65 expresses it perfectly: “You care for the 
land and water it; you enrich it abundantly.  The streams of God are filled with 
water to provide the people with corn, for so you have ordained it...   You crown 
the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance... the hills 
are clothed with gladness, the meadows are covered with flock and the valleys 
are mantled with corn; they shout for joy and sing.”   
 

 
Corn 
Rain 
Mud 
Wheat 
Abundance 
Goodness  
Riches 
Pumpkins 
Marrows 
Water 
Thankful 

Food 
Crops  
Soften 
Carts 
Overflow  
Praise 
Care 
Blessing 
Meadows 
flocks 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sudoku 
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News from the United Reformed Church 
Items from the September edition of the Synod 
Newsletter 
 
October 12th Synod – Reminder about Workshop topics 
The morning of our next Synod Meeting will focus on communication, with the 
communications team from Church House coming to lead a variety of 
workshops.  Synod is for all of us, so anyone with an interest in communications 
is very welcome to come along.  Please spread the word (communicate!) 
Annual Communication to Local Churches from URC Treasurer 
The Treasurer and Deputy Treasurer of the URC wish to express their thanks to 
all Churches for their support of the Ministry and Mission Fund.  This year they 
have provided a letter to church members along with more detailed information 
about the fund.  Churches are encouraged to share the letter in their church 
magazines.   
Immanuel Church Southbourne – Tom Elliot – The Joy Ride Tour 
5th October 2019 - You are welcome to join us for this day of celebration. A 
family afternoon show or an evening show with a 2 course meal.  
Are you looking for a really special event to invite people to this Christmas? 
LAMPS Collective's fabulous family musical, Beasts of Bethlehem, is highly 
accessible, huge fun for all ages and has the baby in the manger firmly at its 
heart.  "Pure entertainment, belly-aching laughter and profound insight into 
gospel themes" Revd Keith Dunnett, Christ Church, Abingdon. 
For further information on hosting a show, please see their website 
www.lampscollective.com  LAMPS Collective (reg charity no 1162692) 
Charities Commission – Serious Incidents 
Did you know churches as charities are responsible for reporting serious 
incidents to the Charities Commission? The Synod staff team are here to support 
you in making any decision to report, so please get in contact with one of the 
team before you refer to the Charities Commission. 
Music Celebration Day – 5th October 2019 
Full programme for the URC’s Music Celebration Day are available to be 
downloaded in the Music Day Programme 
Download the Music Day Booking Form 
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar October 

6 Anniversary of the formation of the URC; Meeting of Synod (12th October) 
13 East Cliff, Bournemouth; Fleet; Collinwood Road, Oxford 
20 Hungerford; Emsworth; Trinity Church, Totton 

27 Richmond Hill St Andrew’s, Bournemouth; Airfield Church, Woodley 
 

http://www.lampscollective.com/
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Music-Day-2019-Programme.pdf
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/MUSIC-DAY-2019-Booking-Form.pdf
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Upcoming Synod events 
Bookings for all events and training courses to Ruth Heine at the Synod Office 

Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513 
Safeguarding Training – new dates A full day’s training for all those working with 
children, young people and adults at risk.  Important for Ministers and Elders.  
Booking is essential.  Further info on the posters.  Advance notice of dates in 2020 
At Guildford URC on Saturday 18 January 2020. 10am – 4pm. 
At Maidenhead URC on Saturday 7 March 2020.  10am – 4pm. 
At London St URC, Basingstoke on Saturday 21 March 2020.  10am – 4pm. 
Advance notice of the date for your diaries.  Saturday 20 June 2020. Speaker:  
Revd John McGinley, author of Mission Shaped Grace. 
Mental Health First Aider Training – two-day course On Mondays 7 & 14 October 
2019 at Petersfield URC.  9.15am – 5pm.  This is a two-day training course resulting 
in a Mental Health First Aider qualification.  Participants must attend both days to 
complete the course and gain a certificate.  Places are limited, first come, first 
served.   

Church Secretaries’ Day Saturday 19 October 2019 at Fleet URC.  10.30am – 2pm.   
The day will be an opportunity to explore together, safeguarding practice and how 
this impacts your church.  This will be facilitated by the Synod Safeguarding Officer.   

Mission Shaped Church Day Please note the change of date!  Saturday 9 
November 2019 at Fleet URC.  10.30am – 3.30pm.  We are constantly faced with 
the challenge of mission in an ever-changing world.  Join us again for this annual 
shared exploration into how to keep up. 

Red Cross First Aid training for URC  Two local churches in Wessex are hosting the 
‘Public First Aid for URC’ course.  
Saturday 19 October 2019 at High Cross Church, Camberley.  10am – 4pm. 
Friday 4 January 2020 at London Street URC, Basingstoke.  10am – 4pm. 
Wessex Synod Youth Weekend.  For 14 – 25 year olds in Wessex Synod.  An 
opportunity to meet together, have your say, have fun at the Intech Science Park & 
Planetarium and explore Mental Health with a leading Mental Health Trainer.  10am 
Saturday 16 November to 3pm Sunday 17 Nov. 

URC Taster Day for young people in school year 7 up to age 16 years (inclusive) on 
25 January 2020 at Whitemoor Lakes, Staffs.  Book before 11 November for the 
Early Bird price.   

Children’s Day – Eco Warrior – save the date  Saturday 30 November 2019.  A day 
for 7 – 13 year olds.  At Intech Science Park and Planetarium, Winchester.   

Youth Assembly and Taster Day Theme:  Common Ground: Where is it? 
URC Youth Assembly for young adults in school year 10 up to age 25 years 
(inclusive) 24 – 26 January 2020 at Whitemoor Lakes, Staffs.   

mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Safeguarding-Poster-Guildford-2020.pdf
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Safeguarding-Poster-Maidenhead-2020.pdf
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Safeguarding-Poster-Basingstoke.pdf
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Lectionary Bible Readings  
for October 

 
 
 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 

website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.  

 
 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 

 
 
 

Deadline for the November Messenger is Sunday 13 October 2019.  Please e-
mail, post or hand deliver articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & Mary Evans, 12 
Geddes Way, Petersfield GU31 4DJ tel 01730 235922 e-mail 
keithnmary@talktalk.net 

 

 
From the editors ... 
This year we are celebrating our Harvest Thanksgiving at the beginning of 
October. October is also the month when Hallowe'en is celebrated by many 
around us, and articles on both these and many other topics are included.  
Thank you , as always to our contributors. 
 
Keith and Mary 
 
 

October 6 Lamentations 1:1-6; 3:19-26; Psalm 137; Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4;  
Psalm 37:1-9; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 

October 13 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; ; 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c; Psalm 111;  
2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19 

October 20 Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 119:97-104; Genesis 32:22-31; 
Psalm 121; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 

October 27 Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65; Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22; Psalm 84:1-7; 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 

mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=282
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=282
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=282
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=282
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=282
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=282
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=282
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=283
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=283
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=283
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=283
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=283
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=283
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=284
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=284
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=284
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=284
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=284
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=284
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=285
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=285
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=285
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=285
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=285
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=285
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield : College Street, 
Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Liss : Hillbrow Road, 
 Liss GU33 7PX 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly 
Office Hours 9am-12noon 

Tuesdays to Fridays 

 

Development 
Worker 

Mrs Julie Pejnovic 

01730 266475, 
support@petersfieldurc.com 

 

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

 

Website www.petersfieldurc.com    

 E-mail admin@petersfieldurc.com   

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 11 am with Junior 
Family Church  

Mornings at 9.30am 
(usually 2nd and 4th Sundays in 

the month only, but see Liss 
calendar inside for full details) 

Evening Worship at 6.30pm  
(1st Sunday in the month only) 

No evening Services 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

 
Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 

“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples." 
 

Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office 

mailto:minister@petersfieldurc.com
mailto:support@petersfieldurc.com
http://www.petersfieldurc.com/
mailto:admin@petersfieldurc.com

