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From the Minister ... 
 

Church in the time of a pandemic.  
 
Dear church family, I think this is one of the more unusual 
magazine articles I have ever had to write and probably will 
ever write in the future as well! All of our regular church activities have been 
suspended since the end of March and here we find ourselves in May. At the 
time of writing I don’t quite know when things will resume as usual again. To put 
into context how unprecedented this time is, the last enforced closure of all 
churches in England is believed to be March 1208 - May 1213, when Pope 
Innocent issued an interdict against King John. 807 years ago. I for one am 
hoping this doesn’t last 5 years! 
 
Still, with great challenge comes great opportunity. As a church we have been 
able to explore worshipping together and staying connected in a number of 
different ways. I hope you have been enjoying the services that the URC have 
been putting together and I’m told that during this month you may recognise 
one of the voices speaking to you. Carol has done some recording for their usual 
daily devotions and has recorded some material for these services too, it’ll be 
nice to hear a familiar voice! We have also launched Tea Time Worship which 
we broadcast over the internet. This is predominantly aimed at young families 
and in week one we reached over 700 people with this. It has plateaued in latter 
weeks but still we are reaching over 100 which is fantastic. We have been using 
a programme called Zoom – which is a video conferencing software for our 
elders and prayer meetings and we even ran a pub quiz using this technology. I 
appreciate it is less easy to get fully involved for those who don’t have the 
technology and I do apologise for that, I hope you still feel in the loop with the 
recordings and news sheets each week and I know that we as an office team are 
doing our best to ring round as many in a week as we can. 
 
Esmé and Jo remain busy as ever, Esmé is doing a fantastic job keeping up all of 
the administrative tasks and keeping everyone in the loop. Jo is heading up our 
church response to this virus and organising volunteers to help with shopping, 
prescriptions etc etc. If you need any support please do phone her, she is 
equipped and ready to help! With these tasks being taken care of, I can focus on 
ensuring that worship happens weekly. Usually this involves lots of burning of 
CD’s, printing various resources and filming lots of clips to go on the internet. If 
there is anything more that we can be doing to support you and better enable 
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you to worship, please do have a conversation with us. It is my hope that we will 
start to see signs that this disease is dying out in the UK very soon and we will be 
able to once again meet together physically. But for now, please do keep on 
praying, whilst we can’t meet together physically, if we are all united in prayer, 
we have the ultimate weapon against the enemy. We can be a prayer army 
together and remain spiritually strong.  
 
Your Brother in Christ.  
Josh.  
 
  

Pentecost 31st May – Not a Ghost but a Gift 
We used to call it Whitsun – ‘White Sunday’ because long ago children marched 
to church in white on that day. No processions nowadays, and we’ve even 
changed its name. It’s now ‘Pentecost’, which is more accurate but needs 
explaining. 
Pentecost marks a vital event in Christian history. It is celebrated 50 days after 
Easter. The year Jesus was crucified (which took place at the Passover), the 
remnant of His followers, just 120 of them, were together in an upper room in 
Jerusalem. They were afraid to show their faces in case the authorities arrested 
them. But on the day of Passover they had an amazing collective experience. 
They described it in terms of wind and fire, a great surge of spiritual energy and 
confidence. Afraid no longer, they burst out on to the streets where crowds 
were gathering for the festival, led by Peter they began to tell them about Jesus 
and His resurrection. As they did so, although many of the people in the crowd 
were foreigners who spoke other languages, everyone heard them in their own 
tongue. Peter told them that what they were seeing was the fulfilment of an old 
prophecy when God would pour out His Spirit on the human race, men and 
women, young and old. 
As a result of His words and the extraordinary spectacle, 3000 people believed 
and were baptised in the name of Jesus. They were the nucleus of what in 100 
years would be a Church that would turn 
history upside down. For Christians 
Pentecost is in effect the birthday of the 
Church. 
Many people find the whole idea of the 
Holy Spirit mysterious and elusive. It 
wasn’t helped by the earlier title ‘Holy 
Ghost’. The spirit is not spiritually a 
‘ghost’ but a precious gift. 
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Hello everyone, 
I’ve just reread what I wrote last month as it feels like a lifetime since I wrote it. 
Towards the end of March someone posted on Facebook that they were aiming 
to help people remember what date it was and by her reckoning it was March 
97th!  
Time does strange things when situations change. As you know I am usually a 
very busy person and I was a bit panicked by suddenly having life very 
constricted and not be able to “do” stuff. But what I have loved is not having to 
be in a certain place at a specific time. I have loved the beautiful weather and 
hearing the birds sing. I have loved having time to phone folk that I might 
normally have a quick chat with on a Sunday – if I was lucky and not being asked 
a million questions about this that and the other! I have loved being able to ring 
my Mum, who is in a care home in Liss, and go through the same routine of  
“Find the TV controller Mum and turn the TV off ….no don’t pull the cable out of 
the wall please! Now pull the chair nearer so you can sit while we talk etc etc” I 
have loved seeing lots of our Little Fishes folk on zoom for stories and songs 
every Tuesday. I have loved having time to stop and pray.  
I know some of you have been very poorly through this awful time and I pray 
that by the time you read this you will be recovering well. 
I miss you all very much. Please take care and remember to call me, Josh, Jo or 
Esme if there is anything you need or that we can help you with. 
Dates for your diaries – all non-specific! 

 May 1st – stay at home 

 May 5th – listen to the birds 

 May 8th – thank God for each other 

 May 14th – stay at home 

 May 17th – breathe in the lovely unpolluted fresh air 

 May 19th – thank God for the wonderful nature around us 

 May 23rd – stay at home 

 May 30th – Who knows!!! You choose 
God bless you all and take care. Carol (Tubbs)  
 
 
 
We are very grateful to Josh, Jo, Esme and Carol for all they are doing to support 
and encourage us during this time.  A huge thank you to all of you! 
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Update from our Church and Community Worker...  
 

Well, my job role has changed quite a bit in the last month. 
Working from home was one thing I didn’t think I would 
ever do. But here we all are, and on the whole it’s not so 
bad. It's something I wouldn’t want to do long term, but 
with technology as it is, what at impact we can have. By 
phone, Text, WhatsApp, Facetime and Zoom. I am speaking and see you all. So 
what have I been doing you may ask. Well I try and phone around our family at 
Church for a few hours a day make sure we all have supplies and prescription 
and contract with the outside world. We now have a team from Age Concern 
picking up prescriptions phone 07852172998. We also have a Church team put 
together for shopping so if anyone need that service please email or phone me 
the day before and I will arrange that. If any of you have been looking on the 
Church Facebook page you will see a short video of craft each week for Little 
Fishes that I’ve been working on. I send an email out to the mums each week 
too. I’m working on upcoming events. Forest Church 12th July at Queen Elizabeth 
Country Park and Holiday at Home in August which I hope don’t have to be 
cancelled.  I have an evening training session in May from Care for the Family -
Left to their own devices? Which is now a on line link, so looking forward to 
that, saves parking in Portsmouth. Prayer time on a Wednesday 10am has been 
a great source to see folk and come together in prayer.  
So God bless you all, stay safe and hope to see you all really soon. 
Jo Hopkins 

 
 

 

From the editors ... 
At the time of writing, we are in week 4 of lockdown and many of us are starting 
to get used to this very different way of life.  For others, it can be very difficult, 
especially if family members or close friends have succumbed to COVID-19, or if 
their livelihoods have been severely threatened by the economic turmoil.  We 
have included some articles offering spiritual and practical help for these times.  
However, we need to remember that May is the month when we celebrate 
Ascension Day and then Pentecost, and we hope you find the articles about 
these special days to be helpful.  As ever, we would like to thank our 
contributors, and we hope you still enjoy the read, even though many of you will 
be receiving it electronically. 
Keith and Mary 
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A message from Emsworth ...  
 

He has shown you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 
6: 8 
 
Stay at home, protect our NHS, save lives. I wonder how many times we have 
heard that over the last weeks? Other words seem almost as common place; 
self-isolation, social distancing, ramping up, to name but a few. When I first 
became a dentist, surgical gloves were not worn to treat patients. We did, 
however wash our hands between every patient. My hands became quite sore 
with the continual washing and of recent weeks they have become sore again. 
Although Penny and I still enjoy our walks together I always felt guilty that we 
went out twice instead of the recommended once for exercise. I justified this to 
myself that the morning walk was for essential supplies - the morning paper, 
and the afternoon walk was for exercise. I remember when I looked after my 
mother-in-law that if she did not get her paper each day it was as if the end of 
the world had come. I took her paper to her the day she died in hospital in 
Alton. For her, and I guess number of people who live on their own, the daily 
paper plays a significant part in their lives.  
There is a recreation ground at the back of our bungalow in Emsworth which I 
walk across to go to our local Co-op. I timed this walk so that I would not meet 
too many people in the shop (the recreation ground certainly big enough to 
keep at least 2 metres apart from other users). I felt somewhat envious of Penny 
who obviously had not heard of social distancing when it came to meeting other 
dogs. A lot of the enjoyment of dog walking is the opportunity to meet others 
and often stop for a chat but not over the last few weeks. Thankfully, of course I 
can still walk and talk with God. 
On Thursday 2nd April, the young (very young) shop assistant in the Co-op told 
me that I would not be able to just buy my paper in future as the police did not 
consider this to be essential. I could buy it along with other supplies. I just 
quietly said “Oh that’s a shame” when she tore me off a strip for not staying at 
home, for not protecting the NHS and not saving lives. Penny did not have her 
tail between her legs when we left that shop but I most certainly did. I did feel 
shame which highlighted in my mind the shame I have felt over the last weeks 
over my lack of empathy for those who suffered and are still suffering from the 
Ebola crisis. Two out of every three people who contracted that disease died but 
because it was mainly in Africa it did not seem to impact me as it should. 
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Our walk back home brought to mind a reading from the second book of 
Chronicles Chapter 7 that I had read with “Every Day with Jesus”; The Lord tells  
Solomon “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command 
locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, if my people will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then will I hear them from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 
With the current pandemic and droughts and locusts devouring crops in Africa 
we could be forgiven for wondering whether all this now happening is God’s 
judgement. In Mark’s Gospel we read that Jesus at the start of His Ministry 
“went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has come,” He 
said. “The Kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news.” We 
certainly have much to repent but this does not necessarily mean that God 
“caused” or willed the pandemic - it is to recognise that it is the brokenness of 
creation that ultimately causes us harm. Linking misfortune directly to sin is not 
biblically as simple as that. Look at the story of Job, Job’s suffering is not a result 
of his sin, but to the existence and work of the devil. 
The disciples of Jesus wanted to know if the blindness of the man born blind was 
as a result of his sin or the sin of his parents. Jesus responds by saying” Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned but this happened so that the work of God could 
be displayed in his life.” 
The outbreak of coronavirus is not a natural disaster but a disaster of our own 
making. But do we feel shame when we wilfully set out to attempt to destroy 
this beautiful world that God created for us? Deforestation with unsustainable 
farming practices, mining and animal trafficking, with the inevitable 
environmental destruction make the possibility of viruses jump species more 
likely to happen. 
I felt shame and if we are 
honest we have all either 
consciously or unconsciously 
contributed to the mess we 
are in. Repentance is key but 
we know beyond any shadow 
of doubt that God loves each 
and everyone of us so very 
much. He tells me this on my 
walks with Him. 
Love, 
Alan and Cora 
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Loneliness 
I know in these unprecedented times we can find comfort in God's word, about 
caring for one another, loving one another.  Of that there is no doubt. So many 
times it says so. 
John 13:34-35  
34"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you love one another." 
Romans 12:9-14  
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to 
one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking 
in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are 
in need. Practice hospitality14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse. 
Philippians 2:4 
 4not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others. 
But where in the bible does it mention loneliness?   Well it’s first found in  
 Genesis 2:18, where God states that it is not good that man should be alone. 
God's remedy for Adam's loneliness is the creation of Eve and the institution of 
marriage (Genesis 2:21–24). 
 God did not intend us to be alone, but for a lot of us that is where we are. Even 
for those who have others around we can still be lonely and isolated. So how do 
we get through the next weeks possibly months of lock down and isolation?  I 
think we must start with the armour of God. we can protect ourselves against 
doubt, negativity and the devil getting a foot hold in to us. 
 Ephesians 6:10-18 10Finally, be strong in the LORD and in his mighty power. 
11Put on the full armour of God, so that you can take your stand against the 
devil's schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13Therefore put on 
the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 
stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14Stand firm 
then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of 
righteousness in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that  
comes from the gospel of peace. 16In addition to all this, take up the shield of 
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  

 
 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/john/13/
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/romans/12/
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/philippians/2/
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/ephesians/6/
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17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the 
LORD's people. 
So, Friends, stand strong, keep praying with all your might, pray for one another, 
pray for your loved ones and your neighbours, the NHS the government, our 
nation and for the world.  And pray for yourselves too.  Support one another in 
prayer and love. Quiet yourselves and be still, but know you are not alone 
because the Lord our God is with us. 
Love Jo Hopkins  
 
 
 

Practical help available in this time of lockdown 
 
EHDC and Hampshire County Council helpline  
Please be aware in the current Crisis that there is a new helpline launched by 
EHDC and Hampshire County Council. This service is specifically for frail and 
vulnerable residents who may not have support from families, friends or their 
local community and need urgent assistance with essential food or 
household supplies, collection of medication, or who are at risk of loneliness. 
The number is 0333 370 4000 and will be staffed seven days a week from 
9.00am to 5.00pm. 
 
PACT Foodbank 
Please note that the PACT Foodbank continues to operate with donations being 
received at The Methodist Church on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10.00 am 
to 12 noon. We are able to give out our usual food parcels, fresh food vouchers 
and other fresh but slightly out of date food donated by local supermarkets, 
from the Salvation Army back room from 9.30 am to 11.30 am Monday to 
Friday. The Salvation Army will be closed on Friday 10/4 and Monday 13/4. If 
anyone requires urgent food help over this period, then they should contact 
David Barton on 01730 265884, when relevant arrangements can be made. 
The Foodbank has experienced and dealt with unprecedented demand since the 
"lockdown" and whilst stock levels are good overall, we are either low or out of 
the following:- coffee, hot chocolate, longlife milk, small bags/packs of cereal, 
tinned meat, small bags of sugar, tooth paste and brushes, soap, shampoo, tea 
bags, pet food, biscuits and porridge oats. 
David & Carolyn Barton 
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Life in quarantine 
Full marks to Jamie Oliver for his Channel 4 series, ‘Keep Cooking and Carry On’.  
He showed us how to make tasty meals with basic ingredients and a minimum 
of fuss. 
 
The pandemic prompted other encouraging responses. One mother in the ‘at 
risk’ category said her adult children thought she was immortal until now. Now 
they ring her every day to see how she’s getting on. An elderly clergyman had 
offers to shop from two new neighbours whom he hardly knew. The whole 
nation stopped taking the National Health Service for granted and started 
showing gratitude. Telephone, television, the internet and email prevented 
many from going stir-crazy. Some even tried the cryptic crossword, though 
newcomers should be warned it takes years to learn its secrets! 
 
The isolation was tough for many. Isolated families had to get used to each 
other’s company and foibles for long periods, away from the park or beach. 
Couples were parted from each other by distance or illness. Those living alone 
were cut off from visitors and communal activities. Churchgoers missed Holy 
Communion at Easter for the first time. That should help us identify with 
millions of Christians across the world who have to pray in secret because their 
neighbours would persecute them if they did so publicly. 
 
Alone-ness, rather than loneliness, can be productive. Albert Einstein valued 
time alone, when he could “go for long walks on the beach so that I can listen to 
what is going on inside my head.” Isaac Newton’s greatest discoveries began 
when he escaped the effects of the bubonic plague, by returning home to the 
family farm in Lincolnshire. He had time to observe what was going on around 
him and, yes, that did include watching the famous apple fall. 
 
When the bubonic plague was at its peak, the Reformer Martin Luther wrote: “I 
shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, 
administer medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my 
presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance 
inflict and pollute others and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. If 
God should wish to take me, He will surely find me and I have done what He has 
expected of me, and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the 
death of others.” 
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Shirley Wing 
It is with sadness that we report the recent death of Shirley Wing.  Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Ron and the family.  As an example of Shirley's ministry 
over the years, Ron asked us to include this poem that Shirley wrote about 45 
years ago for a boy who was born with Cerebral Palsy.  His parents have kept 
this poem on their kitchen wall all these years and have drawn much inspiration 
and comfort from it over this time.  When Shirley died, they sent a copy of the 
poem to Ron.  Jonathan is now in his forties and is working happily on a farm. 

 

Jonathan 
 

The race is not only to the swift, Jonathan, 
Nor the fight just  to the strong 

I want you to know, all your life long, 
Whatever men say, 

God rules in a different way. 
 

You came to us, a gift of love, Jonathan, 
To learn, to share and belong 

I want you to know that one thing is true: 
Jesus died for you. 

 
Don't believe the clever world, Jonathan. 

Those who shout and walk so tall 
I'd like you to know, my dear, they are not all living at all 

One day they will all say 
God rules in a different way.  

 
Shirley Wing 

 
 

Message of thanks from Mandy Martin 
I want to thank my lovely church friends for all their prayers and phone calls 
whilst I have been so unwell with coronavirus, you know who you are!  Special 
thanks to my Elder Keith who is always there for me, to Jo for all her wonderful 
pastoral diligence and for Gwen; spearheading the prayer chain to such 
wonderful effect and ringing me, being so caring and supportive.  You are truly a 
church family, I love you all and pray that most of you will escape this terrible 
virus. May God bless you and keep you safe, Mandy xxxx 
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more 
Missions each month.  If you support a mission that has any information and 
prayer updates, please send these to the editors so that they can be included  

Christian Aid Week 10-16 May 

Christian Aid Week 10-16 May 
 
Due to the current restrictions imposed by the 
Coronavirus pandemic, there will be no house to 
house or street collections this year.  Instead, Christian Aid Week is moving 
online! We are building a vibrant, virtual Christian Aid Week so you can take 
part with our online community. We would love you to join in to show love for 
our neighbours near and far, as a global family. during Christian Aid Week we 
will be live-streaming worship each day, and hosting a fun daily quiz to join and 
raise funds. Sign up using the links below to take part. Ask your friends and 
family for a donation using our e-envelope, coming soon! Or host your own 
virtual events to pray and raise vital funds 
 
Christian Aid and our partners already have experience of limiting the spread of 
infection during the Ebola crisis, and we will build on this experience to continue 
to stand together with communities living in poverty during this period. If 
infection rates start to develop as they are in Europe, then people in poorer 
countries will be hit even harder. Many are already living with reduced health 
resilience because of extreme poverty, or in overcrowded humanitarian camps 
and in countries which do not have the healthcare infrastructures needed to 
combat widespread disease. We will be working on the ground to help prepare 
communities to limit the impact of Covid-19. Please pray for us in this vital work, 
and support us where you can by making an online donation. 
 
We are praying for all those affected by this new virus, both in Britain and 
overseas, for all those working on the frontline and for wisdom for our leaders. 
We will continue to monitor the situation as it evolves. During this challenging 
time, we all need to take seriously the science and advice being offered, 
remaining calm but vigilant. If you have any specific concerns or questions 
please email us at info@christian-aid.org or call our helpline on 020 7620 4444. 
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Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) 
– still flying to bring help to the 
isolated  
 
‘God is our refuge and strength, 
    an ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea…’ Psalm 46:1,2 
 
“In this time of great uncertainty, at MAF UK we have felt God draw us to these 
precious verses from Psalm 46, and I wanted to remind you of them now.”  So 
writes Ruth Whitaker, CEO of MAF-UK. 
 
“With 75 years of pioneering mission to the remotest places on earth, we know 
so well how isolation can threaten human development, physical health and 
spiritual freedom. It is strange to think that many of us in the UK will be 
experiencing the isolation MAF has been flying to overcome across the 
developing world for decades.  As an organisation, our vision to help the most 
isolated is driving us through this storm. We are maintaining flight operations to 
reach isolated people in need.  “Internationally, MAF is experiencing changes to 
flying across many of our operations. Each programme is compiling input from 
MAF’s Immediate Response Teams, who are very experienced at tackling crisis 
situations. Tailored actions are being crafted for each country where we work to 
make sure our staff are protected and the needs of the most vulnerable are 
met.” 
 
 
 

Operation Mobilisation  
 
Many individuals have come into Madagascar from the 
Island of Comoros to study and work. The OM team in 
Madagascar have Bible Studies for Muslims and 
Christians at the University. A cousin has the 
responsibility to get the Crew including Engineers, on 
the ship Logos Hope. He says that the need is for a 
Chief Engineer. Please pray for a suitable person. 
 
Robin Ive 
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21st May – Ascension Day: 40 Days with the Risen Christ 
 
40 days after Easter comes Ascension Day. These are the 40 days during which 
the Risen Christ appeared again and again to His disciples, following His death 
and resurrection. (Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20.) 
 
The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and deeds during those 40 days. 
Jesus was seen by numerous of His disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by the Sea 
of Galilee, in houses, etc. He strengthened and encouraged His disciples, and at 
last opened their eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about the 
Messiah. Jesus also told them that as the Father had sent Him, He was now 
going to send them – to all corners of the earth, as His witnesses. 
 
Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history took place on Ascension 
Day. Luke records the story with great poignancy: ‘When Jesus had led them out 
to the vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His hands – and blessed them.’ 
 
As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension Day completes 
it, with His return to His Father in heaven. Jesus’ last act on earth was to bless 
His disciples. He and they had a bond as close as could be: they had just lived 
through three tumultuous years of public ministry and miracles – persecution 
and death – and resurrection!  Just as we part from our nearest and dearest by 
still looking at them with love and memories in our eyes, so exactly did Jesus: 
‘While He was blessing them, He left them and was taken up into heaven.’ (Luke 
24:50-1) He was not forsaking them, but merely going on ahead to a kingdom 
which would also be theirs one day: ‘I am ascending to my Father and to your 
Father, to my God and your God…’  (John 20:17) 
 
The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history. Imagine being one of 
the last few people on earth to be face to face with Jesus, and have Him look on 
you with love. No wonder then that Luke goes on: ‘they worshipped Him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, 
praising God.’    (Luke 24:52,53) 
 
No wonder they praised God! They knew they would see Jesus again one day!  ‘I 
am going to prepare a place for you… I will come back and take you to be with 
me that you also may be where I am.’ (John 14:2,3) In the meantime, Jesus had 
work for them to do: to take the Gospel to every nation on earth. 
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Florence Nightingale – the founder of modern nursing  
 
Florence Nightingale was born 200 years ago, on 12th May 1820. Best known as 
the Lady with the Lamp who saved many lives in the hospitals of the Crimean 
War, she was also a social reformer, a statistician and the founder of modern 
nursing. 
She was named after the Italian city of her birth, but the family moved back to 
England the following year, and she was brought up in Derbyshire. Here – and 
elsewhere – she had several experiences that she believed were calls from God 
to devote her life to the service of others. 
She never married, but among her several close friends was Sidney Herbert, 
who became Secretary of War and helped to make her work in the Crimea 
possible. Some claim that she reduced the death rate in hospitals there from 
42% to 2%. She introduced hand-washing and other hygiene improvements, but 
she never claimed personal credit for reducing the death rate. 
Her work inspired nurses in the American Civil War, and in 1883 she became the 
first recipient of the Royal Red Cross. In 1907, she was the first woman to be 
awarded the Order of Merit. She died in 1910. Her image appeared on the 
reverse of £10 banknotes issued by the Bank of England from 1975 until 1994. 
It is a fitting tribute to her that the emergency hospital just opened at the ExCel 
Centre in London is called the NHS Nightingale Hospital. 
 
 
 

Books of the Bible  
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the word 
of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  This month 
we are focusing on  ...  Matthew 
 

 What type of book is it?  Gospel narrative 

 Who wrote it?  Matthew 

 When was it written?  approx. 60-65AD  
 
This first book in the New Testament is the first of four gospels which relate the 
events of Christ's earthly life, ministry and death.   Each gospel is written from a 
different perspective, and each tell the story of Jesus to a different audience and 
written in such a way as to convince them of the divinity of Jesus.  Matthew was a 
Jewish tax collector and so his gospel is aimed at the Jews, who had been waiting for 
God's promised Messiah for centuries.  Matthew presents clear evidence that Jesus 
was indeed this Messiah. 
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For our younger readers ...   
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Crossword  
 
Across 
1 ‘Therefore let us — 
passing judgment on one 
another’ (Romans 14:13) (4) 
3 ‘I — — these persons 
here present’ (Marriage 
service) (4,4)  
9 According to a 
prearranged timetable 
(Numbers 28:3) (7)  
10 Group of eight (5)  
11 The cell into which the 
Philippian jailer put Paul and 
Silas (Acts 16:24) (5)  
12 — Taylor, pioneer 
missionary to China (6)  
14 Otherwise known as the Eucharist, Breaking of Bread, the Lord’s Table 
(4,9)  
17 ‘So that after I have preached to others, I — will not be disqualified for the 

prize’ (1 Corinthians 9:27) (6) 
19 Attend to (3,2)  
22 Approximately (Acts 4:4) (5)  
23 Tea rite (anag.) (7)  
24 Rule of sovereign (8)  
25 Test (anag.) (4) 
 
Down 
1 The name of the street where Judas lived in Damascus and where Saul of 

Tarsus stayed (Acts 9:11) (8) 
2 ‘The playing of the merry — , sweet singing in the choir’ (5) 
4 ‘We have been saying that — — was credited to him as righteous’ (Romans 
4:9) (8,5)  
5 Dr Martyn — Jones, famous for his ministry at Westminster Chapel (5)  
6 Port at which Paul landed on his way to Rome (Acts 28:13) (7) 
7 Observe (Ruth 3:4) (4)  
8 Minister of religion (6)  
13 ‘I am — of this man’s blood. It is your responsibility’ (Matthew 27:24) (8)  
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15 ‘Greater love has no one than this, that he — — his life for his friends’ 
(John 15:13) (3,4)  
16 Archbishop who calculated that the world began in 4004BC (6) 
18 ‘No one can — the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the 
Spirit’ (John 3:5) (5)  
20 Establish by law (5)  
21 Product of Gilead noted for its healing properties (Jeremiah 46:11) (4) 
 

Solution on page 23 
 

 
 
 
 

           
 
Sudoku 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maze 
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News from the United Reformed Church 
items from the April edition of the Synod Newsletter 
 
 

Message from the Moderator 

If I had a pound for every time over the last three weeks that I’ve read, heard or 
said the words “when things get back to normal” I’d be rich by now. Whether 
it’s about worship or shopping, meetings or coffee with friends, we are living in 
strange times where many of us are disorientated by the fact that things are not 
normal. We may be feeling very isolated, or possibly overwhelmed by all those 
virtual ways of meeting up. We may be delighting in having time to catch up 
with half finished projects, or lack the concentration to start anything, let alone 
finish it. We are having to think and plan differently. 

Two thousand years ago, in the aftermath of the death of a travelling preacher, 
a group of his friends were also in a state of disorientation. They reacted in 
different ways - some wanting to ensure that practical matters were taken care 
of, some self-isolating for fear of the authorities, some debilitated by all that 
was happening. And in the midst of this, we have Simon Peter announcing that 
he is going fishing. In other words, whilst everything around him is so strange 
and uncertain, he wants something to be normal - and fishing is, for him, the 
habitual thing to do. Of course, if we go further on in this story from John’s 
gospel, we discover that the fishing trip is anything but a normal one, and it 
ends in breakfast on the beach, and the challenge to Peter to respond again to 
Jesus command to “follow me”. 

During this rather strange Easter time, we too might want things to be normal. 
For Peter and the other friends of Jesus, despite their best efforts, they could 
not return to a previous way of life. The resurrection gave them no choice but to 
do things differently. Perhaps as we celebrate Easter this year, whether alone 
with a Bible, or in a video linked act of worship, we might be challenged by Jesus 
to follow him, not to expect things to return to how they were before, but, in 
the words of John Bell’s famous hymn, “let me turn and follow you and never be 
the same”. 

May you know both the peace, and the provocation of the risen Christ this 
Easter. 

Clare 

Moderator’s Sabbatical Cancelled 

Due to the current circumstances, Clare has postponed her Sabbatical for an 
indefinite period.   
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Zambia Appeal Sincere thanks. The appeal for funding to support our sisters and 
brothers of the Lusaka Presbytery of the United Church of Zambia in responding 
to the consequences of drought in parts of Zambia has been met with 
astounding generosity from the churches of the Wessex Synod.  

The initiative has of course been overtaken by the consequences of the 
Coronavirus Pandemic which has now reached Zambia. The number of 
infections is, at the time of writing, still small but the consequences of the 
restrictions on movement and meeting which the Government has very wisely 
introduced are substantial. Schools and colleges are closed, together with all 
church services and other activities.   “The gift comes at the right time as the 
church here depends on the offerings collected on Sunday. We have not been 
meeting as a church and so we are in a financial crisis.” The gifts from 
congregations has so far reached £5,000 which the Wessex Trust has “Match-
funded” to bring the total to £10,000 which is being sent this week to The 
Lusaka Presbytery.. IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO CONTRIBUTE. Please consider 
making a contribution.  You can contribute by cheque or preferably by BACS to: 
‘URC (Wessex) Trust Limited’ 40-52-40 00006097 with a reference of ‘Zambia’. 

 

Information and Resources for during Covid-19 The coronavirus advice page on 
the URC website is being updated with resources and advice on a basis: 
https://urc.org.uk/latest-news/3365-urc-issues-coronavirus-advice-to-its-
churches  The Synod’s worship/prayer resource page is also updated regularly 
with new resources: Synod Worship and Prayer Resource Page The Synod’s 
practice information and resource page is also updated regularly: Practical 
information during Covid-19 

 

Reform The digital version of Reform Magazine is available for free for as long as 
lockdown continues and is available here:  

https://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/2020/03/read-reform-for-free/ 

 

Save the dates: September Area Gatherings  

Area Date Venue 

South West Monday 14th Salisbury 

North West Wednesday 16th Thatcham 

South East Monday 21st Petersfield 

North East Wednesday 23rd tbc 

https://urc.org.uk/latest-news/3365-urc-issues-coronavirus-advice-to-its-churches
https://urc.org.uk/latest-news/3365-urc-issues-coronavirus-advice-to-its-churches
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/resources-for-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/covid-19-coronavirus/
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/covid-19-coronavirus/
https://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/2020/03/read-reform-for-free/
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Thousands tune into the URC's digital worship services The United Reformed 
Church (URC) is offering regularly updated advice and resources from a variety 
of sources about the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic. Please follow 
government advice: stay at home, protect the NHS, and save lives. God is with 
us and being worshipped in creative ways around the denomination as churches 
are closed. The URC has produced a list of its churches providing digital 
services,. The URC Daily Devotions team is also offering a Sunday service in both 
written and audio formats, featuring a range of voices from around the 
denomination. Since 22 March, more than 1,000 people have signed up to bring 
the total number of Daily Devotions subscribers to a whopping 3,988 
 
The Walking the Way team has published a free booklet 'Continuing to support 
each other' which aims to offer inspiration from the concept of whole-of-life 
discipleship during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
General Assembly Due to the pandemic, plans for General Assembly in July are 
coming into question. A decision may be made later this month about whether 
to go ahead or cancel plans.  
 
Prayers of hope As our nation faces the unprecedented challenge of the 
coronavirus pandemic, Churches Together in England (CTE) is encouraging 
Christians across our nations to continue uniting in prayer, praying 
#PrayersOfHope in their homes at 7pm each Sunday evening 

 
 

Calling young writers The World Council of Churches (WCC) plans to publish a 
book with young people’s voices for the first time in 25 years. Young people 
associated with the URC, and other member churches, aged 18-30, are invited 
to submit 350 words on the current situation of young people today: their 
challenges, the transformational potentials they see, and their vision of the 
movement moving forward by 15 May. 

 

Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar May 

3 Brill; Cornerstone, Hythe; Wonersh 

10 Abingdon: Trinity Church; Maidenhead 

17 United Church Faringdon; Lymington; Basingstoke: London Street 

24 Christ Church, Henley-on-Thames; Southampton: Bitterne Park 

31 Oxford: Blackbird Leys; Three Legged Cross; Guernsey 

 
 

https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1KLXG-2VWOLV-110TWA-1/c.aspx
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Lectionary Bible Readings for May 

 
 
 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 
website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.  

 
 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 
 
 

 

The deadline for the June Messenger is Sunday 17 May 2020.  Please send 
articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & Mary Evans, tel 01730 235922 e-mail 

keithnmary@talktalk.net 
 

 
 

 
 

Solution to Crossword on page 19 
ACROSS: 1, Stop. 3, Call upon. 9, Regular. 10, Octet. 11, Inner. 12, Hudson. 14, 
Holy Communion. 17, Myself. 19, See to. 22, About. 23, Iterate. 24, Monarchy. 
25, Stet. 
 
DOWN: 1, Straight. 2, Organ. 4, Abraham’s faith. 5, Lloyd. 6, Puteoli. 7, Note. 8, 
Cleric. 13, Innocent. 15, Lay down. 16, Ussher. 18, Enter. 20, Enact. 21, Balm. 
 
 

May 3 Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10 

May 10 Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14 

May 17 Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21 

May 24 Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11;  
John 17:1-11 

May 31 Acts 2:1-21; Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 
12:3b-13; John 20:19-23; John 7:37-39 

mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=42
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=42
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=42
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=42
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=43
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=43
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=43
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=43
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=44
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=44
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=44
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=44
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=46
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=46
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=46
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=46
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=47
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield : College Street, 
Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Liss : Hillbrow Road, 
 Liss GU33 7PX 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly 
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays 

Church & 
Community 

Worker 

Mrs Jo Hopkins 
01730 266475 

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com   

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

 

Website www.petersfieldurc.com   

 E-mail admin@petersfieldurc.com  

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 11 am with Junior 
Family Church  

Mornings at 9.30am 
(usually 2nd Sunday in the 
month only, but see Liss 

calendar inside for full details) 

Evening Worship at 6.30pm  
(1st Sunday in the month only) 

No evening Services 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

 
 

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples” 
 

Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office 

 

mailto:minister@petersfieldurc.com
http://www.petersfieldurc.com/
mailto:admin@petersfieldurc.com

