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From the Minister ... 
 

Jeremiah 29 11-15 is entitled ‘a letter to the exiles.’ Although 
we are not technically in exile, things for us this year have 
felt very strange and Covid-19 has forced us to do things 
differently engaging with different forms of worship, it has 
made us think about how we can still be a family together, whilst being apart 
from one another. These words act as words of comfort, that no matter how 
odd and disjointed things currently feel, these days will pass, and God has a plan 
for us as his people when they do.  
‘For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find 
me when you seek me with all your heart.  I will be found by you,” declares 
the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the 
nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring 
you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 
 
I have been encouraged greatly since worship resumed at College Street. We 
obviously needed to put a number of safety measures in place, but these have 
not felt too restrictive and whilst I, and I know many other people miss being 
able to sing together, worship has still felt meaningful and powerful as two or 
three gather together. 
Throughout November, we will be trialling a slightly earlier time of worship and 
we will be meeting at 10.30 rather than 11am. This will enable us to mark the 
Remembrance Sunday silence in the middle of the service rather than us having 
to start earlier for one Sunday only, but I know a number of people over the 
years have also asked the question about whether an earlier time of gathering 
together might be a possibility. At the end of the month, we will write to all 
members and adherents to seek their views on how they have found this earlier 
time and whether it might be something they might like to continue in the 
future.  
And then… we reach December…  
There is no question that our usual Christmas celebrations will feel different. 
They might feel muted and difficult to you and it is important we recognise this. 
We are currently working out exactly how things (particularly over Christmas 
itself) will look. There is a need for our building to be quarantined for 72 hours 
between uses and as such we will need to make decisions about Christmas Eve,  
Christmas Day and also Sunday 27th which as you can see is only two days after  
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Christmas itself. The Elders will consider all of this when we meet on Tuesday 3rd 
November and we will keep you posted as to what is decided. If you have any 
creative ideas for Christmas and celebrating together safely, we would love to 
hear them, do get in touch.  
As we consider and recognise the strange year that has been 2020, it is easy to 
feel disappointed about all of the things we have been prohibited from doing 
together. But Jeremiah 29 is a passage we can hold onto, it promises peace, it 
promises a God who is always with us even in the dark and difficult time and it 
promises that none of this will last forever, we have a hope for the future and 
will be led out of ‘exile’ and God will bless his people for their faithfulness to 
him.  
I wish you every blessing, Josh.  
 
 
We Will Remember – 80 years on 
This year we’ve been remembering the Battle of Britain, 
described by Winston Churchill in August 1940 as ‘one of 
the decisive battles of the war… never in the field of 
human conflict was so much owed by so many to so 
few.’ It was a dramatic turning point in the history of the 
Second World War. The occasions for Remembrance this 
month will provide us times of gratitude for what was 
achieved in the darkest moments of war. 
However, this year we are very aware of our own struggles with the worldwide 
Covid-19 pandemic. We face an unseen enemy, but the effects on our lives and 
society are almost as devastating as world war. 
Remembering is not just about focusing on past events. It is also about making 
present past events, as we give thanks for all that took place. The Battle of 
Britain was fought by the Few and won in the skies over the Channel. In our 
battle with the virus, we can call to mind the victory of Jesus: ‘Remember Jesus 
Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David.’ (2 Timothy 2:8). Jesus 
secured the victory of death by His cross and resurrection, so that we don’t 
need to fear death, but trust in His loving purposes for our lives. 
Currently we can’t see clearly what the future holds for us; it may be very 
different from what we might expect. However, we can pray for God’s will to be 
done and that we will play our part, just as each of those airmen did so many 
years ago. 
‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will 
remember them.’ 
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Hello everyone, 
I wonder how many of you are taking part in the study groups that are now 
running. I’m part of Keith and Mary’s group which is basically the housegroup 
that has been running for a very long time. We met last Thursday and are 
studying the material that Josh has found for all the study groups to follow.  In 
amongst the discussion we were talking about how it is easy to be nice to the 
people we like and how we often avoid those that, maybe, we don’t get on with 
so well. It really struck a chord with me and I was thinking about it a lot and then 
God just got in there and set me a challenge. I have one of my neighbours who 
has often had little moans about a variety of things over the years and who I 
really have tried to avoid if possible! Well, on the day after our discussion, I was 
walking over to see my Mum, which I can do from our house - onto the riverside 
walk and across the fields- and I had hardly left the house when my neighbour 
met me on the path and asked which way I was going. My heart fell as I realized 
she was walking her dog and quite happy to go the same way as me. And then I 
remembered the discussion and changed my attitude and had a really good chat 
with her for about 15 minutes as we walked along together. Just a small thing 
but actually quite momentous for me and I thank God for helping me always.  
If you haven’t already tried one of the study groups or would like more 
information don’t hesitate to ask Josh, Jo, Esme or me.  
 
At elders’ in November we will be trying to decide how we can celebrate 
Christmas. It will be very different of course and the biggest problem is that we 
have to leave the building for 72 hours between services. As soon as we have a 
plan we let you all know through the newsletter. 
 
God bless you all,  
Carol 
 
Dates for your diaries  

 November 1st, Sunday and all Sundays through November – worship at  

     10.30 am at Petersfield. (and also on Zoom) – please note the new time 

 November 8th – Remembrance Sunday 

 Saturday, November 14th - Tearfund Quiz. This will be held on Zoom and 
details of how to join will be in the weekly newsletter. 
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A Message from our Church and Community Worker...   
 
 Well what a wonderful way to start October, firstly we went 
back to church and then Josh launched a new breakfast 
church. Ron and I’s Friday afternoon Bible study is going well 
lots of great discussions going on with strong connections 
being made.  I made a short video for Harvest on Facebook 
and a Kids Forest church for the October half term.  Thank you to all who were 
involved.  For our JFC I gave out “Shine the light” and pumpkin packs as an 
alternative for Halloween.  And I am starting to put together ideas for the 
Christmas Forest church video.  I’m absolutely loving my chats to the Church 
family with some visits throw in too, also little bit of shopping for one or two. 
Please do let me know if there is anything I can do for anyone. 
 
Jo Hopkins 
 
 
 
 
 

I was just finishing my usual dog walk with Tilley, when I saw a friend walking up 
the road. We moved to one side of the path and started to talk asking each 
other about our weekend. I found myself a little teary talking about going back 
to the inside of  the Church for the first time in six months. The emotions were 
so strong as I said about the word of a hymn we stood and said. In Christ alone 
my hope is found he is my light, my strength, my song. This cornerstone…. Here 
in the love of Christ I stand. And we did, it was such a powerful moment. My 
heart was overflowing with Love for Christ, for our Church, for our family. As I 
started to write this it made me think of our Bible study group on Friday 
afternoon, just what we had been looking at. Not always but sometimes we can 
have those light bulb moments but just like coming home on Sunday it was clear 
to me. We as cornerstones of God’s Church must keep sharing our Love for God 
and one another. It is one of God’s commands it is sacred. It will be hard over 
the winter and with restrictions in place, but I know God will lead us through the 
dark times out into the light. Prayer be to God. 
 
 
Jo Hopkins 
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A message from Emsworth ...  
 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we 
are-yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time 
of need.  Hebrews 4: 15 and 16  
 
It all started with a money off voucher for a National Newspaper. Penny and I 
went for our usual prayer walk one Saturday morning where I stop halfway to 
buy a Newspaper. In this Newspaper was a voucher to buy the Sunday version of 
the paper for just £1.00. Well I do not normally have a Sunday Newspaper so I 
thought in this instance “Why not?”  Our Sunday morning walk is just the same 
as during the week but my prayer this Sunday was for ideas for a “Messenger” 
Article. A recently read passage of Scripture slipped into my mind; 2 Samuel 6 
verses 1-9. In the story, David, who was now King over all Israel wanted to bring 
the Ark of the Covenant from Judah to the City of David. Many years before, the 
Philistines had captured the Ark and brought on themselves a whole heap of 
trouble so put the Ark on to a cart together with some peace offerings and just 
let the cattle pulling the cart decide where it should go. They went straight to 
Beth Shemesh, but some of  the people there decided to look in to the Ark, so 
God put them to death, some seventy in all. The people of Beth Shemesh sent 
messengers to the people of Kiriath Jearim and Abinabdab, another of the sons 
of Jesse, took the Ark to his home on the hill consecrating his son; Eleazar to 
guard the Ark of the Lord. 
All these years later the Ark was being transported again. God had ordered that 
the Ark should not be touched, so in verse six of the passage from Samuel we 
read “When they came to the threshing-floor of Nacon, Uzzah (one of 
Abinabdab's sons) reached out and took hold of the Ark of God, because the 
oxen stumbled. The Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent 
act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the Ark of God.”  
This reading formed part of our study group discussions and we all felt that it 
seemed very unfair that Uzzah should die just for the only natural reaction of 
stopping the Ark from falling off the cart! But God’s command was quite specific 
on this point. He was also very specific in Exodus Chapter 20 when the ten 
commandments were first known; “Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it 
Holy” and here was me with my money off voucher burning a hole in my pocket 
to buy a paper on the Sabbath! Not you would think the most heinous of crimes 
but then helping to prevent an accident with the Ark did not seem that dreadful 
a sin either. As a boy I can remember how special Sundays seemed. It was 
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always so quiet with no shops open at all. No school but the really terrific Boys’ 
Brigade Bible Class at 10am every Sunday. Happy Days! 
We always seem to want to humanise God and not just accept that if God says 
that something is Holy and Sacred then that is what it is. We most certainly 
should not think that because times have changed God’s views on HIs 
commands have also changed. 
Jesus says “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in His love. I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is 
this Love each other as I have loved you.” It could not be simpler than that. So 
easy to say the words, but oh how hard to do! 
However all is certainly not lost. God has not and will not change. His laws are as 
valid today as they have always been and  demonstrate quite clearly that God is 
for us. Our thoughts in the coming months will be turning to the time that God’s 
Son Jesus came to us that first Christmas, God with us. The huge difference now 
than in the time of Uzzah is that the Spirit of Jesus can and will reside in each 
and every one of us IF we first repent of our sin, then welcome Jesus into our 
very selves as Lord and Saviour. Christ within us. 
God came to us and lived among us as Jesus, who was tempted in every way as 
we are tempted but did not sin. He died an intensely painful death on a Roman 
cross that we might be forgiven and reconciled to our Creator God. 
Does this mean that when Jesus comes within us we will sin no more? Of course 
not! We will always be human but Jesus; our great High Priest sympathises with 
us and will always be there to help us whatever we all have to face. 
Love, Alan and Cora  
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Harvest Celebrations 
 
Our Harvest Celebrations on Sunday 26 September were held in the church 
garden where a good number of folk were able to gather to join in a very joyous 
and uplifting service led by Josh. Several of our fellowship took part.  A good 
quantity of tinned and dried food was donated and this was given to the Two 
Saints homeless charity n Portsmouth, for which they were most appreciative.   
A number of folk joined 
in the service on Zoom, 
including David and 
Fiona, who  were on 
holiday in Scotland.  
They were out in the 
Aberdeen countryside 
and parked up to 
connect to the service.   
This was the view they 
had - their own harvest 
scene.  How 
appropriate! 
 
 

 
 

 
Still available  

2021 A3 Wall Calendar 
“All things bright & 

beautiful” 
Featuring paintings by Andy 

Tubbs 

 
Price £10 

All proceeds going as usual to 
support the Petersfield Youth 

Ukraine Mission 
 

To order your copy please contact Carol by email at caroltubbs@ntlworld.com 
Or call 01730 893489 (answerphone messages taken 

mailto:caroltubbs@ntlworld.com
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Godfrey’s Almshouses, Petersfield, Hampshire 

Registered Charity No: 254036 
 
Notice is given by the Trustees that a vacancy exists for an almsperson of this 
Charity. 
 
Needy persons of not less than 60 years of age who are resident in the county of 
Hampshire are eligible for appointment.  Preference will be given to persons 
who are members of Petersfield & Liss United Reformed Church, or any church 
in the Wessex Synod of the United Reformed Church. 
 
Application for appointment must be made in writing to Mrs Mary Evans, Clerk 
to the Trustees, at 12 Geddes Way, Petersfield,  GU31 4DJ.  Every applicant must 
state his or her name, address, age and occupation.  The applicant must also be 
prepared to produce sufficient references and other evidence of his or her 
qualifications for appointment and to attend in person. 
 
The Almshouses are not warden controlled.  Applicants must be fully able to 
look after themselves and be in reasonable health.  They will be required to 
contribute a monthly sum towards the cost of maintaining the Almshouses of 
the Charity. 
 
Mary Evans, Clerk to the Trustees 
 

See page 10 for an article about the origins of Godfrey House, that we 
previously published in the Messenger in 2013. 

 
 

 

From the editors ... 
Welcome to the November Messenger.  November is the month when we mark 
Remembrance Day and articles on this are included. Again, we do thank all 
those who have contributed to this issue.  As has been mentioned elsewhere, 
we are now very pleased to be worshipping back in College Street sanctuary, 
and we are very grateful to Josh and all others concerned for facilitating all the 
arrangements that keep us safe.   
Keep well and stay safe!  
Keith and Mary 
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The Origins of Godfrey House 
 
Extracts from  'MY MEMORIES'  BY  MRS  MURIEL SANDS 
 
I am now 82 years old.  I was born at Tilmore, then apart from three years at 
Lyth Cottage, Stroud, lived in Chapel Street over my father's corn and seed 
merchant's shop   (now Freeman Hardy & Willis shop).  My father's name was 
Alfred Fielder.  Behind  the shop were stables and barns and cart sheds.  I was 
told that a small shed there  was the original (1722) Congregational Meeting 
House, 
 
Opposite our shop was the Swan Inn - 
a very dingy looking building.  Next 
door was Mr Godfrey's double-fronted 
grocer's shop selling almost 
everything.  The bakery was at the 
back with a wide entrance to the 
street.  Horse-drawn carts used this 
entrance.  The cake shop was built 
later, closing this entrance.  The tea-
rooms were above this shop.  Mr 
Godfrey and his family lived above the 
main shop.     He was a good man, a 
hard worker and very kind to the 
poor, understanding that sometimes 
they had no money for food and 
allowing them to pay later.  
Farm labourers were often hired at 
the Fair for a year and given a cottage 
to live in for that  time. At the end of 
the year they had to go to the 
workhouse if no-one else hired them,  as they had nowhere else to live.  So Mr 
Godfrey built, in Barham Road, the flats that  now proudly bear his name, to 
house poor families.  Originally, they had only coal   fires, no bathrooms or hot 
water, an outside staircase to the upper flats and outside WC's; but by about 
1960 they were modernised and all facilities put in.  They  are owned by  the  
Godfrey  Trust.  Mr Godfrey was a deacon (elder) at the Congregational Chapel.  
He was also a local preacher who encouraged Mr Arthur Durrant and Mr George 
Bassett to do this work too. 
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GODFREY ALMSHOUSES 
 
One of the responsibilities of Petersfield United Reformed Church is that it 
shares with the Portsmouth District of the Wessex Province of the United 
Reformed Church the Trusteeship of six flats situated at 30-40 Barham Road, 
Petersfield. 
 
This property was left in trust by the Will of the late Clarence John Godfrey for 
the use of 'needy persons of not less than 60 years of age who are resident in 
the County of Hampshire, preference to be given to those who are members of 
the URC at Petersfield or of any URC Church in the Portsmouth District'.  The 
original Will is dated 26 February 1923. 
 
The Trustees are six ex-officio Trustees and three co-optative Trustees.  Under 
the terms of the original Will of the late C J Godfrey, these were to include the 
Minister (as Chairman) together with the Church Secretary and Church 
Treasurer  of the Petersfield URC and the Officers of the Portsmouth District.  
One of the Trustees is a Clerk/Treasurer. 
 
In recent years a scheme for the administration of the flats was entered into 
with the Charity Commissioners.  This was partly to up-date the Trust and partly 
to facilitate financial arrangements regarding Housing Subsidies and Grants.  
This Scheme which is in present operation adheres to the spirit of the Will and 
re-emphasises the administration of the Trust by the Trustees. 
Kenneth Faulkner 
 
 
The above text appeared in the PAHJ Bulletins (Spring and Autumn 1985) and 
this and the photograph are reproduced with kind permission of Petersfield 
Area Historical Society.  Thanks to David Monger, Tony Crew and Peter Crane 
for  providing this material. 
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80 years on, we still need courage and endurance 
This year is the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain – when 
the horrors of the Luftwaffe bombs were heavy over British skies. 
On this Remembrance Day we can only imagine the terror of 
living in Coventry, in Liverpool, in London during those months, 80 years ago. It 
must have seemed like the beginning of the end of the world. 
It is a good time to stop and thank God that in the end, evil did not prevail. And 
we can thank God for the courage and endurance of our fathers and 
grandfathers, our mothers and grandmothers, in the midst of such towering 
darkness and destruction. 
Sadly, 80 years on, the world is still at war. Man’s greed, arrogance and desire 
for domination have not gone away. There are still battles to be fought for our 
land, major problems to be solved.  Coronavirus, economic uncertainty, 
terrorism, climate warming…  the threats are different from Hitler, but our need 
for courage, endurance and perseverance is the same. 
It is a good time to pray for our nation and ourselves, to turn to God in 
repentance and in faith, to ‘walk more nearly’ and ‘follow Him more clearly’. It is 
a good time to be ready to serve our God and serve our neighbour in whatever 
ways lie open before us. 
 
Here is a prayer written by an anonymous confederate soldier in the American 
Civil War.  What he says applies to all of us fighting our own private battles in 
life. 

The Soldier’s Prayer 
I asked God for strength, that I might achieve, 
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey. 
I asked for health, that I might do greater things, 
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things. 
I asked for riches, that I might be happy, 
I was given poverty, that I might be wise. 
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men, 
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life, 
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things. 
I got nothing that I asked for – 
But everything that I had hoped for, 
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered. 
I am among all men most richly blessed. 
Soldier in American Civil War 
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Hampshire and Islands Historic Churches 
Trust - Ride and Stride  2020 
  
Thank you to all our sponsors and to Val Hart 
who gave of her time for all of the visiting period 
on Saturday 12th September. Val welcomed all 
the 29 participants to our Church, also to refresh 
them with drinks and the wonderful cakes made 
so diligently by her once more.  
Acknowledgment to the three commendable 
entrants from our College Street Church, Doreen 
Lewis, Eric Skipper, Robin Hart, who cycled all to benefit both HIHCT and our 
own treasury.  Between these riders, donations reached £2000, another 
generous giving to this charity. A considerable amount was also agreed to claim 
tax back through gift aid declarations. 
We can expect a payment of £1000 coming to our Treasurer in due course, 
through the special efforts of our riders. 
Covering much of the local Hampshire countryside, chiefly through the Hangers 
and South Downs, our three riders kept to their familiar journeys having ridden 
for this event over a good many years since 1990. We were all blessed with a 
warm, sunny and calm day once more.  
Doreen must have an attraction for climbing probably the steepest hill in our 
locality, being Kiln Lane going south out of Buriton.  Doreen is our south bound 
rider going to Hayling Island by way of 15 churches and landing up in a hedge by 
some misadventure of rubber necking to end her journey. Eric who has empathy 
for the churches to the north, which takes in the Hanger hills around Hawkley, 
cycled on his electric aided bike to visit 18 places of worship strewn amongst the 
hills. It only remains for the one that goes west is Robin. Cycling to the head 
waters of the Criddell stream and on to visit the churches of the Upper Meon 
valley. This is followed by touring round the Privett area and High Cross terrain 
to enjoy the outstanding natural beauty of the harvested country landscape. 
How we are blessed! 
For the last 26 years sponsors have been recorded and now total £21,217-30 
from the participants of our Church with 50% being remunerated to our 
Treasurer.  
 
Robin Hart 
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Petersfield Rotas November 2020  
 

 
 

Petersfield Church Calendar – November 2020 
 
 

Sunday 1 10.30 am The Minister 

Wednesday 4 7 pm Bible Study Group CFC 

Friday 6 2 pm Bible Study Group  CFC 

Remembrance 
Sunday 

8 10.30am The Minister 

Wednesday 11 7 pm Bible Study Group CFC 

Thursday 12 8 pm Bible Study Group Zoom 

Friday  13 2 pm Bible Study Group CFC 

Saturday 14  Tear Fund Quiz Zoom 

Sunday 15 9 am Breakfast Church in CFC 

10.30 am The Minister (Holy Communion) 

Wednesday 18 7 pm Bible Study Group CFC 

Friday 20 2 pm Bible Study Group CFC 

Sunday 22 10.30am The Minister  

Wednesday 25 7 pm Bible Study Group CFC 

Thursday 26 8 pm Bible Study Group Zoom 

Friday 27 2 pm Bible Study Group CFC 

Sunday 29 10.30 am The Minister 
 

Please note that these rotas and Calendar were prepared from data available 
at the time of compilation and are therefore subject to error and change.  We 

apologise for any convenience this may cause. 
 

Sunday November 
1 

November  
8 

November  
15 

November 
22 

November 
29 

Elder John Lewis Mike  
Pennicotte-

Henrie 

Keith Evans Carolyn 
Barton 

Jo Oru 

Second 
Elder  

Julie 
Pejnovic 

John Lewis Julie Pejnovic Keith Evans Carolyn 
Barton 

Communion 
Servers 

  Keith Evans &  
Julie Pejnovic   

  

AV David 
Darling 

Carolyn 
Barton 

John Lewis Keith Evans Norbert 
Szekely 
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more 
Missions each month.  If you support a mission that has any information and 
prayer updates, please send these to the editors so that they can be included  

 
Operation Mobilisation (OM) is worldwide, and its 
founder, George Verwer is still active.  This autumn, is 
the ship ministry's 50th anniversary.  The first vessel, 
Logos, was purchased in October 1970 after about 5 
years of persistent prayer and fundraising and many 
setbacks.  There have been 3 more ships since the first 
one, Doulos, Doulos 2 and Doulos hope.  They have 

covered enough nautical miles to lap the earth 5 times and welcomed 49 million 
people on board.  Many thousands of people have come to know the Lord Jesus.   
It was in the heart of George Verwer for young people to grow and become 
mature Christians as a result of volunteering with OM, and this is still happening 
today.  The Gospel has spread to many countries through OM. 
Peter is and example of a young man in Zambia, who struggles with life and to 
supplement his income, he started stealing.  One night , whilst fleeing from the 
police, he was shot in the back.  He woke up in hospital and the first thing the 
doctor said to him was "You will never walk again."  While in hospital, a follower 
of Jesus shared the gospel with him.  Peter struggles to accept it, he thought he 
was too bad to receive God's love.  Three months in hospital changed Peter'; 
from a man in total despair to a champion for God's love.  The doctor admitted 
Peter's life was a miracle and eventually he was able to walk.  When he was 
released from hospital, it was the start of a new life for Peter.  Because  of the 
stigma that makes life for those with disabilities very difficult, they are hidden at 
home and not given any encouragement.  In 2014, Peter became leader of 
Bethesda Mercy Mission which serves those with additional needs in their 
common unity.  It began with just a handful of students and today there are 70 
in 2 schools.  God has drawn close to many who were once considered 
untouchable.  Peter says "I smile when I see the lives God has impacted through 
my life. 
 
Robin Ive 
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Wessex Synod of the United Reformed Church 
Meeting held  (Virtually) 11th October 2020 

 
The Meeting started promptly at 10am and from my point of view registration 
was very straightforward and readily accomplished. Clare Downing; the 
Moderator opened the meeting with a prayer and introduced the worship 
conducted by the World Church Group. This was truly excellent and continued 
with a presentation led by Ana Gobledale, a Minister at Salisbury URC and 
convenor of the World Church Group for Synod. This proved to be one of the 
best openings to a Synod Meeting I have ever attended even though the 
meeting was being conducted via “Zoom”. 
The “break out rooms” worked well as did the “chat” function of the program 
which enabled  at least some feedback. I was able to inform those in my 
breakout room of our Church and our involvement in Ukraine. 
The whole presentation, which contained some really good photographs and 
videos featured the Country of Zambia and the United Church of Zambia. 
Unfortunately when the meeting resumed after a short break at 12 noon the 
proceedings were not quite so inspiring apart from two notable exceptions. The 
first, which was introduced by John Downing: Minister of the Reading Churches, 
featured our very own Josh Thomas and even included a shot of Liss Band! The 
presentation was an encouragement to attend the Synod’s “Big Day Out” at 
Hollycombe Steam Park, put forward to 2022 because of uncertainty over the 
pandemic. Our Church should be very proud of Josh’s presentation which was 
really well done. 
The second was a presentation by Ruth White; one of the two Children and 
Youth Development Officers. This introduced The Advent Box; a by hand 
postable box containing envelopes covering the weeks of Advent and Epiphany. 
In each envelope were relevant materials, acceptable for all ages that would 
point to the birth of our Lord Jesus. Although the boxes would be £4 each, the 
materials contained within were of a high quality and would proclaim the 
Christmas message of love, joy, peace and hope. The local Church would also be 
highlighted. 
The listings of Ordinands, Ministerial  and other changes were announced which 
included a time of silence for those who had died since the last Synod Meeting. 
There were only four Resolutions: The first concerned the appointment of Karen 
Bell; treasurer of the Basingstoke URC, as Synod Clerk replacing Sue Brown. The 

arrangements for discussion and voting were very well done (It was even 
possible for Karen to “leave the room” while the vote was taken) There was a 

100% vote in favour for that and the other three resolutions two of which were  
 



Page 17 
 

concerned with fund transfers following the URC (Wessex) Trust Report. The 
other concerned the representation of young people at Synod. 
With Cliff Bembridge,  convenor of the Ministries and Learning Committee 
unwell, his report was introduced by the Moderator who requested local issues 
relating to Ministerial deployment should not be raised, but that there would be 
an opportunity for discussion in the “break out” sessions towards the end of the 
meeting. 
The Ministry and Mission Fund report, as indeed did the Trust and the Executive 
Committee reports, painted a very gloomy financial picture. The Moderator’s 
Review , conducted in July 2020 concluded that the Moderator should be re-
appointed to serve a further term as Synod Moderator until her retirement on 
31st August 2026 
Following the reports, participants were allocated breakout rooms for further 
discussion and my allocation was the Church and Society Group. I had to leave 
after this so must end my report here. 
 
Alan Jones Petersfield and Liss Church Synod Representative 

 
 
 
 

Lord, prop us up! 
There is a story of an old farmer who always prayed the same prayer at his 
church meeting. ‘Lord, prop us up on our leanin’ side’. After hearing this many 
times, his minister asked him one day quite what he meant. 
The famer replied: “Well, it’s like this… I’ve got an old barn out in one of my 
fields. It’s been there a long time, and gone through a lot of storms. One day a 
few years ago I noticed that it was leaning to one side a bit. So, I went and got 
some poles and propped it up on its leaning side, so it wouldn’t fall. Then I got 
to thinking about how much I was like that old barn. I’ve been around a long 
time, and seen plenty of storms in life. I was still standing, but I was also leaning 
a bit. So, I decided to ask the Lord to prop me up, too, on my leaning side. 
Our ‘leaning side’ is where we are weakest in ourselves. Sometimes we get to 
leaning toward anger, bitterness, bleakness in life. Then we too need to pray for 
God to prop us up, especially on that leaning side.  He wants us to stand tall and 
free, in Him. 
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Prayer 
An atheist lived next door to an elderly Christian lady. She would pray regularly 
and often the neighbour would hear it, and then he would tell her that God 
didn't exist and she was wasting her time. One day she ran out of groceries and 
prayed that God would help her. The neighbour heard this and thought he 
would teach her a lesson. He went and bought some groceries and left it on her 
doorstep, When she found it she praised God for His provision.  The neighbour 
then confronted her and explained that it wasn't God but he who had provided 
the food. The elderly lady replied " I knew God would provide but I didn't know 
He would get you to pay for it." 
 
In the good times we feel self sufficient. Science, medicine, the economy, our 
job and our family meet all our needs. God, if he exists, is irrelevant, a hobby for 
the deluded. 
 
When things go wrong life takes on a different perspective. The covid pandemic 
has shown that science and human endeavour have severe limits and are unable 
to deal with a life threatening infection.  Suddenly the claims of Christianity and 
the promises of Jesus Christ don't seem so irrelevant. During this pandemic the 
number of people seeking prayer and help from the churches have greatly 
increased. If God is indeed the creator and sustainer of the universe then surely 
He can meet our current need.? 
 
Does God really answer prayer.? 
The answer to that question is YES. Ask any practicing Christian and they will 
have numerous examples of Gods faithful answer to fervent prayer. Jesus 
himself promised " Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, knock 
and the door will be opened to you" Matthew 7 v 7. Jesus also refers frequently 
to God as "Father". Fathers give their children good things, not always what they 
ask for, but always what they need 
 
If you are not sure of Gods reality, ask Him to reveal Himself to you.  Ask  and 
trust God to answer. The secret of answered prayer is:  faith, a forgiving spirit, 
and asking for those things that God knows are good for us .   
 
Keith Evans 
 
This article appeared in the 'Faith Comment' column in the Petersfield Post on 

28 October 2020. 
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Word for Today 
Please note that the latest issue of Word for Today is now available.  Please let 
Esme know if you would like a copy. Below is an extract from Word for Today ... 
 
Breakthrough in unprecedented times 
One of my favourite stories in God's Word is the story of Esther.  From her early 
days as an orphan who was uprooted from all she knew - her home, family and 
people - she would one day become a queen.  But even as the wife of a king, she 
still faced trial after trial, even to the point of near destruction.  If anyone could 
have felt isolated, it must have been her.   
However, right throughout Esther's life, we see God's marvellous way of 'turning 
the tables', reminding us today that nothing is  impossible  with God.  God is 
always at work, and He always sees the end from the beginning, even in the 
most uncertain of times.  Throughout this year, the world has faced a global 
pandemic, and for many, that has come with hardship, loss, loneliness and 
disappointment.  Some are even mourning or still recovering their health issues.  
However, I believe the life of Esther gives up great hope - it shows us that 
wherever we are right now, we are uniquely positioned with a great purpose.  
You are not where you are by accident' but rather by divine 'Royal' 
appointment, so let's use the weapons of united earnest prayer to help us see 
the breakthrough!  You may be struggling with anxious thoughts and you may 
feel that your future looks uncertain, but I believe that God has given us a great 
mission 'for such a time as this'. 

 
 
 
Books of the Bible     
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the word 
of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  This month 
we are focusing on  ...  Romans   

 What type of book is it?  Teaching 

 Who wrote it?  Paul 

 When was it written?  approx. 57 AD  
The epistle (or letter) of Paul to the Romans is the first in a series of letters written by 
the early church leaders to various groups of people to teach and encourage them.  
Paul was the author of many of these and his teaching is still valid and valuable today.  
This letter was written to the church that had been started by Jews who had come to 
faith at Pentecost and had spread their faith on their return to Rome.  In this letter, 
Paul clearly explains the gospel and salvation through Christ.  He then goes on to 
explain the kind of lifestyle that Christians should strive to lead.   
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 Psalm 122 and Advent 
 
‘I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord. Our 
feet are standing in your gates, Jerusalem.’(Psalm 122:1,2). These words from 
Psalm 122 inspired Hubert Parry’s great Coronation Anthem ‘I was Glad.’ As a 
Song of Ascent (Psalms 120-134), it was used by pilgrims going to the great 
festivals in Jerusalem. For the Jews this represented ‘coming home’ to worship 
at the Temple, the place of God’s presence. 
 
Our Worship of God: 
As God’s people today, we are also called to worship in praise and 
thanksgiving: ‘That is where the tribes go up – to praise the name of the 
Lord’ (4). Of course, currently our coming together in church to sing our praise 
to God is greatly restricted. We are a scattered rather than 
a gathered community. However, as individuals, we can still offer God the 
worship of our lives using the resource of psalms like this one. 
 
Our prayer to God: 
The psalm encourages the pilgrims to pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem: May those who love you be secure.’ (6). The peace 
referred to here is more than simply an absence of conflict. Peace speak of 
wholeness of life in every aspect. This must be our prayer as we continue to 
struggle with the effects of the pandemic and as we seek the prosperity of the 
wider community: ‘I will seek your prosperity’ (9). 
 
This month sees the beginning of Advent, the season when we affirm the hope 
of Jesus’ return. As we pray for peace, we know that it is fulfilled in the coming 
of God’s kingdom in Jesus. Despite living with so much uncertainty, we have the 
assurance of God’s future purposes for our lives, churches and the world. 
 
 
 

Why should you bother to pray? 
The great preacher C.H. Spurgeon once said this of prayer: ‘God says to His own 
son: “Ask of Me and I will give you the nation for your inheritance.” [Psalm 2:7-
8] If the royal and divine Son cannot be exempt from the rule of asking, that He 
may have; you and I cannot expect that rule to be relaxed in our favour. God will 
bless Elijah and send rain – but Elijah must pray for it.’  And God promises us 
that if we really seek Him, He will make sure that we find Him. 
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For our younger readers ...   
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Crossword 
 
Across 
1  ‘The Lord Jesus... took 
bread, and when He had 
given — , he broke it’ (1 
Corinthians 11:24) (6) 
4  ‘He has taken me to the 
banquet hall, and His — over 
me is love’ (Song of Songs 
2:4) (6) 
8  Surrey town that hosts the 
National Christian Resources 
Exhibition (5) 
9  Also known as Abednego 
(Daniel 1:7) (7)  
10 Liken (Isaiah 40:18) (7)  
11 A son of Etam, descendant of Judah (1 Chronicles 4:3) (5)  
12 A part of the temple where the blood of a young bull was to be smeared 
(Ezekiel 45:19) (9) 
17 ‘They make many promises, take false — and make agreements’ (Hosea 
10:4) (5) 
19 Roman province to which Paul returned after evangelizing it on his first 
missionary journey (Acts 16:6) (7) 
21 Material used to make baby Moses’ basket (Exodus 2:3) (7)  
22 ‘And feeble as — , in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail’ (5)  
23 ‘The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep — to his voice’ 
(John10:3) (6)  
24 Stalk carrying the sponge of wine vinegar given to Christ on the cross (John 
19:29) (6) 
 
Down 
1  Elijah dug one round the altar he built on Mount Carmel and filled it with 
water (1 Kings 18:32) (6) 
2  ‘I am not — of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation 
of everyone who believes’ (Romans 1:16) (7) 
3  Buddhist term relating to belief in reincarnation (5)  
5  Damascus disciple who, at God’s command, restored the sight of the 
blinded Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:12) (7)  
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6  and 16 Horses: their sound (Jeremiah 50:11) (5) and their gait (Joel 2:4) (6)  
7  A three (anag.) (6)  
9  Athenian council addressed memorably by Paul (Acts 17:22) (9) 
13 Abide by (Galatians 3:5) (7)  
14 Persian princes (Daniel 3:2) (7)  
15 Force (Galatians 6:12) (6)  
16 See 6 Down (6)  
18 Paste (anag.) (5)  
20 How the cedars of Lebanon are described (Isaiah 2:13) (5) 
 
Answers on page 27 

 
 
 

          
 
 Sudoku  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Maze 
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News from the United Reformed Church 
items from the October edition of the Synod Newsletter 
 
Change of Date– Synod Big Day Out will now be in 2022 
URC Wessex Synod - Big Day Out  Date: 7th May 2022 
Time: 11am till 5pm Venue: Hollycombe Steam Fair and Museum near Liss 
(Wessex Synod will have sole use of the whole site) 
Theme: Heroes and Villains More details to follow. 
Black History Month (including Legacies of Slavery) 
Black History Month sees the launch of the URC’s 'Legacies of Slavery' webpage 
You are invited to explore how the legacies of slavery continue to affect life 
today. Resources can be found on the URC website at the following link: 
https://urc.org.uk/legacies-of-slavery 
Sight Loss Friendly Church 
The Sight Loss Friendly Church team is part of Torch Trust for the Blind, a 
Christian charity dedicated to enabling blind and partially sighted people to live 
fulfilling Christian lives. They are inviting churches to join them for a Sight Loss 
Friendly Church Taster session on Zoom. Tuesday 27 October 2:00pm 
 Tuesday 17 November 2:00pm 
 Tuesday 24 November 7:00pm 
 Thursday 26 November 2:00pm 
To register interest, participants should email slfc@torchtrust.org 
For further details visit: www.sightlossfriendlychurch.org.uk 
Sight Loss Friendly Church flier 
HOPE at Christmas 
How might you share the good news of Jesus this Christmas? Might you be able 
to deliver a magazine to houses around the church - or have a box of them for 
people to help themselves to outside your church building. HOPE Together’s 
Christmas magazine is available for just 10p a copy.  
Click this link to purchase copies of HOPE at Christmas 
2021 URC Prayer Handbook, Conversations, and Diaries now available 
The 2021 Prayer Handbook, Conversations, edited by Karen Campbell and the 
Revd Ian Fosten, is now available from the URC Bookshop. This year’s handbook 
includes some new sets of prayers in addition to the usual prayers that follow 
the weekly lectionary readings. 
www.urcshop.co.uk. It comes in two sizes – the A5 standard edition, for 
£4.99+p&p (or £4.49 for 10 or more), and the A4 Lectern/Large print edition, for 
£9.99+p&p.   
The 2021 URC Diary is now also available in a pocket diary or as an A5 diary.  
 

https://urc.org.uk/latest-news/3603-black-history-month-sees-launch-of-urc-s-legacies-of-slavery-webpage
https://urc.org.uk/latest-news/3603-black-history-month-sees-launch-of-urc-s-legacies-of-slavery-webpage
https://urc.org.uk/legacies-of-slavery
mailto:slfc@torchtrust.org
http://www.sightlossfriendlychurch.org.uk/
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/SLFC-A5-Promotion-leaflet.pdf
https://hopetogether.org.uk/Shop/Products/500758/Hope_Together/Magazines/HOPE_at_Christmas.aspx
http://www.urcshop.co.uk/
https://urcshop.co.uk/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=368
https://urcshop.co.uk/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=369
https://urcshop.co.uk/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=367
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Bookings for all events and training courses to Ruth Heine at the Synod Office 
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513 Development and 
Support 
Mental Health First Aid training – further dates 
Mental Health First Aid Training courses: Awareness course. This course is 
delivered online via Zoom, 9am – 1pm.  Dates for upcoming courses are  
Friday 6 November,(book by 28 October).     Monday 7 December 2020, (book 
by 27 November). 
Mental Health First Aider certificated course is now available online across four 
sessions with some self-learning exercises to complete in preparation for each 
of the live Zoom sessions with the trainer.  The next course will be held on 
Monday and Thursday mornings from 2nd – 12th November 2020.   
Deadline for bookings is 23rd October.  There will be another course on Tuesday 
and Friday mornings from 8th – 18th December 2020.The deadline for booking is 
27th November.  Wessex Synod covers the cost for participants from URCs and 
LEPs in Wessex Synod.     
Safeguarding Training – next online course 
The basic safeguarding training course is delivered online across 3 sessions.  
Participants must attend each of the 3 sessions to complete the training and 
gain a certificate. On Saturday mornings, 9.30am – 11am, on Zoom. 
23rd January 2021, 30th January and 6th February 2021. 
Places are limited, booking is essential. 
Youth Weekend - Shine 
Saturday 14 November 2020.For ages 14 - 25 years.  An exciting online event 
organised by young people for young people  A publicity flier with timings has 
been uploaded to the Synod website https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/youth-
event-on-sat-14-nov-on-zoom/ 
Organised by the Synod Youth Executive and delivered by the Wessex CYDOs. 
Bookings:  development@urcwessex.org.uk 
16 – 18 July 2021 at Oakwood Activity Centre, Wokingham. 
‘Heroes and Villains’ theme.  For ages 8-11 years and 11-17 years. 
A time for young people to have fun with others through a varied programme of 
activities, discussion and worship. 
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar November 

1 Blandford Forum; Fareham 

8 Christchurch: Walkford; High Cross Church, Camberley 

15 Bournemouth: Iford; Romsey: Braishfield 
22 Bridport; South Hayling Island 
29 Bournemouth International Church; Sarisbury Green 

mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/youth-event-on-sat-14-nov-on-zoom/
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/youth-event-on-sat-14-nov-on-zoom/
mailto:development@urcwessex.org.uk
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Lectionary Bible Readings for November 

 
 
 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 
website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.  

 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 
 
 

 

The deadline for the December/January Messenger is Sunday 15 November 
2020.  Please send articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & Mary Evans, tel 01730 

235922 e-mail keithnmary@talktalk.net 
 

 
Answers to Crossword on page 22 
ACROSS: 1, Thanks. 4, Banner. 8, Esher. 9, Azariah. 10, Compare. 11, Ishma. 
12, Doorposts. 17, Oaths. 19, Galatia. 21, Papyrus. 22, Frail. 23, Listen. 24, 
Hyssop.  
DOWN: 1, Trench. 2, Ashamed. 3, Karma. 5, Ananias. 6, Neigh. 7, Reheat. 9, 
Areopagus. 13, Observe. 14, Satraps. 15, Compel. 16, Gallop. 18, Tapes. 20, 
Lofty. 

 
 

November 1 Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; Micah 3:5-12; Psalm 43;  
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12 

November 8 Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7; Amos 5:18-24; Psalm 70; 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13 

November 15 Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18;  
Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11;  
Matthew 25:14-30 

November 22 Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24;  
Psalm 95:1-7a; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 

November 29 Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; 
Mark 13:24-37 

mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=167
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=167
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=167
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=167
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=167
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=167
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=168
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=168
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=168
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=168
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=168
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=168
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=169
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=169
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=169
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=169
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=169
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=169
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=170
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=170
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=170
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=170
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=170
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=170
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=48
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=48
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=48
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=48
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield : College Street, 
Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Liss : Hillbrow Road, 
 Liss GU33 7PX 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly 
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays 

Church & 
Community 

Worker 

Mrs Jo Hopkins 
01730 266475 

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com   

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

 

Website 
 

www.petersfieldurc.com   

 E-mail 
 

admin@petersfieldurc.com  

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 10.30 am  
 

Breakfast Church 9 am on 3rd 
Sunday 

 
 
 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

 
 

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples” 
 

Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office 

 

mailto:minister@petersfieldurc.com
http://www.petersfieldurc.com/
mailto:admin@petersfieldurc.com

