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From the Minister ... 
 

A Pentecost People  
 
A few weeks ago, we celebrated together in the church 
sanctuary, the birthday of the church – Pentecost!  
 
At the start of last year, we thought a lot about having 20-20 vision as it tied in 
nicely with the year but also with what it means to be a church that is constantly 
looking to the past for inspiration but always still keen to move forward and 
grow in our discipleship journey together. For a number of reasons 2020 didn’t 
pan out quite how we would have liked! Now though, after what feels like a very 
long pause, our life as a collective fellowship seems to be slowly but surely 
resuming.  
 
Back at the start of 2020, we were commissioned to speak with Synod about 
plans to refurbish our College Street sanctuary and during February 2021, Synod 
agreed to fund a full feasibility study into the proposed works. This study was 
undertaken about a month later and when it is possible for us to all meet 
together physically, we will be in a position along with the commissioned 
architects, to show you the plans they have drawn up and discuss all the 
possible options.  
 
This is clearly an exciting and daunting time in the life of our church fellowship, 
we are able slowly but surely to resume some of our normal activities as well as 
assessing what could and perhaps should be changed in order for us to respond 
more fully to the prompting of the Holy Spirit leading us and guiding us as we 
step into this new chapter together.  
 
The story of Pentecost enables us as Christ’s believers to dream dreams. The 
church was born, disciples were being commissioned and sent out in the power 
of the Spirit to make new disciples. That same Spirit still guides us, still 
commissions us and calls us to share the good news of the Gospel with all whom 
we encounter.  
 
We have been blessed with buildings that have enabled us to come together as 
a fellowship of God’s children to worship together and to serve our community. 
With every blessing, we are called to be good stewards, looking after what God 
has blessed us with. I am personally very excited to be able to hit the play  
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button once again on our regular missional activities and just this week the 
bookings for our Little Fishes sessions in June and July have gone wild, people 
are desperate to come back together once again and we are in the privileged 
position to be able to serve them. As we come to think about our buildings and 
their usage in the coming months, let's dream dreams and try to discern 
together how God is calling us to use them to bless his people both now and for 
the future.  
 
I wish you all every blessing,  
Josh.  
 
 

 
The Parable of the Great Banquet 
One thing that we’ve probably missed over the past year is parties. Well, this 
month should enable us to party again! Lots of Jesus’ parables focus on parties, 
as they are a picture of the joy, hope and life of the kingdom of God. The 
parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14: 15-24) challenges us not to miss out on 
this. 
In Jesus’ day, when people accepted an invitation to a banquet, they were only 
told the actual time on the day: ‘Come, for everything is now ready’ (17). Jesus’ 
invites each one of us to share in the life of His kingdom. 
However, the guests made excuses for not coming. At the time, this would have 
been extremely insulting to the host. They said: ‘I have just bought a field; I must 
try out my new team of oxen; I have just got married’ (18-20). These are all good 
things in themselves, however they reveal their priorities were elsewhere.  
We too can be pre-occupied with our own routines of work, family, retirement, 
holidays, friends, home, social media, that we forget God’s priorities for our 
lives. Jesus calls for total commitment from His disciples. What priority in my life 
is holding me back from accepting His invitation?  
How did the host respond? He ordered His servants to ‘Go out quickly into the 
streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and 
the lame.’ (21). He invited the unexpected and 
unacceptable people to His banquet. Jesus makes 
the point that God’s kingdom is open to all! 
Thinking about our family, friends, colleagues and 
neighbours, even if they’re not like us or show 
little interest in God: Are we willing to offer them 
God’s invitation to share His love and life?  
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Hello everyone, 
I’m writing this on what must be one of the wettest days of May for a long time!  
For the past two weeks we have shared worship together in the garden. This 
morning we had to reschedule the service to inside the CFC. Next week sees us 
back in the sanctuary.  So, all in all, a variety of places but always with wonderful 
worship together. It is so good that those of you at home can join in with the 
services as long as you have internet and a device. I know that there are some of 
you who have not been able to join at all and it would be good to know if there 
is anything we can do to help. I hope you know that the zoom services can 
always be joined on the phone. If you need any assistance, please let me know. 
In June we will continue with worship in the sanctuary at College Street. We will 
be welcoming 2 of our own church family to lead services while Josh enjoys 
some well-earned rest. So, we look forward to hearing from Ron Wing and Alan 
Jones.  
At our only Church meeting this year I told you about some vacancies coming 
up. John Clyde has been keeping our website up to date for many years and has 
now “retired” from that job. Thank you, John, for all your dedicated hard work. 
We really appreciate everything you have done. Josh is going to do the 
maintenance on the website for the time being, but we really need someone to 
take on this job. Please let me know if that someone is you! 
Keith and Mary have given us notice that they will be stepping back from being 
editors of The Messenger at the end of the year. Mary spoke at the Church 
meeting explaining that it wasn’t a hugely onerous task but we haven’t had a 
rush of folk offering to take it on! We will be discussing in elders about keeping 
in touch – do we still continue with a magazine or do we change? Have you got 
an opinion on this? Again, please let me know.   
Jean Collins has been making our sanctuary look beautiful week after week by 
organising the flower rota – and many times preparing the flowers herself (with 
a dedicated team as well). Jean has said that it is time for her to step back. We 
thank you, Jean, for amazing service over the years. It is time to think what we 
do about this area of church life too. So much to think about! – let me know if 
you have any ideas! 
I’m delighted to tell you that Little Fishes is due to start again at the end of June. 
We will only be using the garden until September. 
God bless you all,  
Carol 
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Dates for your diaries  
June 6th Sunday worship at 10.30am at College Street led by Ron Wing 
June 13th Sunday worship at 10.30am at College Street led by Alan Jones 
June 17th   Thursday at 8.00pm – Prayers for the NHS, our nation and the world, 
on zoom.  
June 20th Sunday worship at 10.30am at College Street led by our minister, 
which will include Holy Communion 
June 27th  Sunday worship at 10.30am at College Street led by our minister 
June 29th Tuesday – Little Fishes at College Street starts 

 
 

 

Prayer for the nation and the world 
  

Urgent prayer is needed for governments, communities and all those in 
authority or with influence over the ethical dilemmas and practical challenges 
that abound in this world with regard to vaccination, sharing of resources, 
charitable aid, responsible safe behaviour and needed for our world in the face 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, for India, Brazil, Eastern Europe and other countries 
currently severely affected. Prayer collaboration that determine all our futures 
about the world with respect to this virus. So many folk in our own country 
suffer bereavement, long COVID-19 or other consequences, psychological, 
economic, educational or treatment delays for other conditions. 
Individual prayer is of course important, but praying together can be such an 
encouragement, and we are taught that praying together is especially powerful.  
A couple of the verses that might give inspiration to us would be Matt 18:20 and 
Psalm 100:4-5. 
 
Do think of joining us in a time of prayer on Zoom (limited to 40 minutes) 8pm 
on Thursday 17th June.  
As Carol says “Prayer is definitely needed more than ever at the moment”.   
Carol is kindly setting up the Zoom, details as below… Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77047121736?pwd=ZUxqM3YrRm 
owL09IZUtiUkJzMndDQT09  
Meeting ID: 770 4712 1736  
Passcode: Kk386c  
Telephone access by calling any one of these numbers 02034815240, 
01314601196, 02030512874, 02034815237. 
Thank you! 
Fiona and David Darling. 
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A Message from our Church and Community Worker... 
 
We have just celebrated Pentecost where the disciples 
experienced being filled with God’s Holy Spirit in the most 
dramatic way. The power and life spilled out into the whole of 
creation and fulfilled God’s promise, made known to us 
through the Old Testament.  Pentecost is often not as well known as Easter or 
Christmas, but for me it is just as important. The pouring out of the Holy Spirit 
rested on each of the disciples like a tongue of fire, must have been amazing 
sight, filling the room and giving the gift of foreign languages that they did not 
understand.  It inspired them to go out into the street to spread the good news. 
 
We must be as bold as those disciples, as we re-open the church and events to 
our community, we must stay strong in our conviction, pray to be overflowing 
with the Holy Spirit and spread the good news to a broken world. The People of 
Petersfield and Liss may not think we are drunk, maybe mad… But with our 
actions of Love and the power of the Spirit from God we can move mountains. 
‘Joel said, “God will pour his Spirit on all people, children will prophesy and 
adults will see Holy visions. The Spirit is for everyone, men women, there will be 
signs in Heaven and on Earth, and these will signal the last days. Everyone who 
calls on the Lord’s name shall be saved.” Acts 2: 17-21. So my friends go out and 
spread God’s love to all you meet. Be bold, my friends, be bold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Love Jo Hopkins 
 

 
 

The Messenger - 700 not out! 
 
As you may have noticed, this is issue number 699 of The Messenger.  This 
means that the July issue will be number 700, so a big milestone in the life of 
this publication.  During the course of about 70 years, all these issues have been 
compiled and read by many hundreds, if not thousands, of folk. 
It would be lovely to mark this next issue with something special, so if you have 
any old (or, even better, very old) back copies from which we could reproduce 
some articles, or any particular stories about the Messenger over all these years, 
we would love to hear from you. 
Keith and Mary 
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A Time for Everything 
 
I don’t know about you, but I have felt that Spring has been more important 
than ever this year. I have loved listening to and watching the birds, ever 
increasing in volume and song and recently beginning to collect material for 
nests. We are lucky enough to have a variety of birds visiting our garden – free 
food whenever they want! I love watching as each flower has emerged -be it 
snowdrops early on, daffodils in their variety of bright yellows, the shrubs which 
seem to wait and then burst into bloom and now we have beautiful blossom on 
our small fruit trees. As I said, this year more than ever we all seem to have 
been waiting for signs of hope in the strange lives we have had to lead over the 
winter months. Winter seemed very long and, like those bulbs underground, we 
were hidden away from each other. We know it was essential, just as it is 
essential for the flowers to bloom in their own time, but now things do seem 
more hopeful. In the Bible it says “There is a time for everything, and a season 
for every activity under heaven”* and further in that passage “a time to mourn 
and a time to dance”. For some of you there will have been much mourning 
during the long winter months and beyond, but I pray that the time to dance will 
come again for you. Again, in the same passage “A time to embrace and a time 
to refrain”. Well, we certainly have had to “refrain” for many months and maybe 
the hope that Spring has brought will see the time for us to “embrace" before 
too long. God bless us all and, in particular, you who are reading this. 
Carol Tubbs 
 
*Ecclesiastes 3 
 

This article appeared in the Faith Comment column of the Petersfield Post 
on 5 May 2021 

 
 

Petersfield Shopmobility  - Volunteers needed 

We are a charity hiring out electric scooters and wheelchairs to enable people 
with restricted mobility to enjoy visiting the shops, going on holiday (or touring 
Petersfield lake!), but we are very short of volunteers. Could you spare us a 
morning or an afternoon once a week? We are based in the Central (Waitrose) 
Car Park and are open 10-4 Monday to Friday. The work is not onerous and full 
training will be given. If you are interested, please contact the manager, Mike 
Rowley on 07423 050319 or pop in to see us to discuss the opportunities. 
http://www.shopmobility.net/  

 

http://www.shopmobility.net/
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A message from Emsworth ...  
 

I have given them the glory that You gave me, that they may be one as we are 
one; I in them and You in me. John 17 verse 22 
This time we have been living through has been strange for us all in a number of 
different ways.  One constant for me though, has been, as every year, a request 
to preach somewhere on Trinity Sunday (May 30th this year) The other time of 
the year popular for lay-preachers is low Sunday; the Sunday after Easter Day. I 
am not sure why the mystery of the Trinity is so difficult as God in three persons 
can be found throughout our Bibles. I say our Bibles, as the one used by 
Jehovah’s Witnesses subtlety changes Biblical text to emphasise the indivisible 
nature of God. For example, the opening words of John’s gospel in their Bible 
read: “In the beginning was the Word (Jesus) , and the Word was with God, and 
the word was a god.” Just adding the letter “a” and spelling god without a 
capital “G” ; minor changes in text, but huge changes in meaning. In my mind 
“The Word was God.” end of argument. 
In the first two verses of the whole Bible we read: “In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness 
was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters.” Reading those verses with the opening verses of John’s gospel show 
plainly the three distinct natures of the one true God. 
 With a number of Trinity Sundays behind me I have found a few useful but in 
the end inadequate explanations for the Trinity from illustrations in everyday 
life. Water occurs naturally in three different states. At normal temperatures it 
presents as a liquid so essential for life. At temperatures of freezing point and 
below the same water solidifies as ice. Over one hundred degrees centigrade 
that same water becomes gaseous steam. There are so many different uses for 
ice and steam but each form of water whether liquid, solid or gas still is water. 
This illustration of course falls down when trying to have the three 

manifestations of water together at the same 
time. Water plus ice plus steam will just leave you 
with a lot more water. In Mark’s gospel Chapter 1 
Jesus has just been baptised by John where we 
read “As Jesus was coming up from the water, He 
saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on Him like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven : “You are my Son, whom I love; with 
You I am well pleased.” All three of the Holy Trinity 
of God together at the same time. 
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The book, "The Shack”, written by Wm. Paul Young, a Canadian, born and raised 
by his missionary parents among a stone-age tribe in the highlands of what was 
New Guinea, was published in 2007 and has since sold over 23 million copies 
worldwide, spent 147 weeks on the best seller list and has been made into a film 
bearing the same name. 
It is a book you either love or hate, but tries to answer the mystery of the Trinity 
as well as pain and suffering in this world. The main character;  a man called 
Mack meets a black African/American woman called Elouisa or “Papa”, a middle 
eastern Jew called Jesus and an enigmatic almost ethereal young woman with 
Asian characteristics called Sarayu, which means wind. This extract from the 
book is captured perfectly in the film; "Was one of these people God? What if 
they were hallucinations or angels, or was God coming later? That could be 
embarrassing, Since there were three of them maybe this was a Trinity sort of 
thing. But two women and a man and none of them white? Then again, why had 
he naturally assumed that God would be white? Then, Mack struggled to ask, 
“which one of you is God?” “I am,” said all three in unison, Mack looked from 
one to the next, and even though he couldn’t begin to grasp what he was seeing 
and hearing, he somehow believed them.”  
The wonderful final Chapters of John’s Gospel not only demonstrate the 
oneness of God the Father and Jesus His son as indicated in the verses above 
but also emphasise the unity of Jesus and the Spirit. Through the Spirit the 
disciples were told that Jesus would continue to speak and act after the 
ascension. Because Jesus  and the Spirit are at one, we can be sure that nothing 
the Spirit now reveals will in anyway contradict the historic testimony to Jesus 
contained in the Gospels. Jesus says in Chapter16 of John’s gospel; 
 “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will 
not speak on His own; He will speak 
only what He hears, and He will tell 
you what yet is to come.” 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit share a 
common life and act in perfect 
harmony. God’s Spirit leads us to 
Christ. What we must do is introduce 
as many people as possible to our 
Lord, the Spirit will do the rest.  
 
Love, 
Alan and Cora 
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Barnabas the Encourager 
 
This month we remember the life of St Barnabas. His real name was Joseph, a 
wealthy Levite from Cyprus. However, he is known by his nickname ‘Son of 
Encouragement’ (Acts 4:36). Throughout Acts we see him encouraging others in 
different ways. 
 
He was an example of generous giving (Acts 4:36-7), when he sold property and 
offered the money to the church for those in need. In the midst of a caring and 
sharing community, he was singled out as a symbol of generosity. Are we 
prepared to be generous to those in need around us? 
 
He later encouraged a new Christian in the person of Paul (Acts 9:27). After 
Paul’s conversion and aware of his reputation, Barnabas came alongside him 
and brought him into the fellowship of the church. Are we ready to help those 
who are new in the faith to find a place in our church? 
 
Finally, Barnabas was sent to the church in Antioch where he ‘saw this evidence 
of the grace of God’ (Acts 11:23). It was a church which brought Jewish and 
Gentile believers together for the first time. Like Barnabas, do we rejoice when 
we see God doing new things in people’s lives? Are we also willing to embrace 
these things and facilitate change? 
 
Encouragement is one of the spiritual gifts in the New Testament (Romans 12:8). 
It can be greatly undervalued, but it is still crucial in growing the church. Like 
Barnabas, will we nurture gifting; strengthen the doubters and those tempted to 
give up; show generosity to God’s people and beyond and will we strengthen 
people to move beyond their own comfort zones to help those in need?  
 
Be prepared to ask the following questions: ‘Are there people alongside us who 
will encourage us?’ and ‘How can we be encouragers to others?’ 
 
 

From the editors ... 
Welcome to the June Messenger.  As usual, we are pleased to bring you a host 
of varied articles which we hope you will find interesting and informative.  As 
always, we are very grateful to all who have contributed to the magazine, many 
of you faithfully every month. 
Keith and Mary 
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Many of the church family are already involved in serving us 
in a huge variety of ways to enable us, as a church, to 
worship meaningfully and develop fellowship with each 
other and with the wider area.  All this service is very much 
appreciated by us all.  Extra help is always appreciated in all 
areas of service, but currently there are 3 particular roles in 
need of new blood.  We do hope and pray that some folk in 

our congregation will be led to these areas of service. 

 
Flower Co-ordinator - For many years, Jean Collins has been responsible for 
the lovely flower arrangements that have continued to enhance our worship.  As 
well as producing many of these herself, she has also organised a willing team to 
assist her.  Jean now wishes to step down form this role. . Jean writes...'  I am 
sorry to say that old age is catching up with me and I  am hoping someone can 
take over the weekly flowers for church and their distribution afterwards as 
well as being responsible for our special services at  Easter, harvest and 
Christmas. It's a big ask.  Please contact me if you feel you are the right person 
for the job or Job share . Hoping to hear from someone soon. Thank you . Love 
from Jean Collins .' 
 

Website Manager - Our Church website is in constant need of updating so 

that people can find up to date information.  John Clyde has been doing a 
sterling job in maintaining this but now wishes to step down from this 
responsibility.  He writes... 'The role involves editing various pages of the 
website at regular intervals to keep the website up to date.  This is mainly 
adding new items and removing older items no longer needed.  This all needs 
to be done within the rules of the website provider.   If you are interested in 
learning more about this role, please take a look at the current website at 
https://www.petersfieldurc.com/   in the first instance and then contact me for 
full details and a tutorial session.' 
 

The Messenger Editor(s) - As many of you may be aware, by the end of 2021, 

we (Keith and Mary) shall have been editing The Messenger for 10 years.  We 
feel that this would be the right time for us to step down from this role.  While 
we have very much enjoyed producing the Messenger each month, and have 
been very blessed to receive so many varied and interesting items to include, we 
now feel that it is time for someone else to take on this task and bring a fresh 
look and approach to the magazine.  Do please get in touch with us if you would 
like to know more.  

 

https://www.petersfieldurc.com/
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more 

Missions each month.  If you support a mission that has any information and 
prayer updates, please send these to the editors so that they can be included  

 
On Sunday 9 May, we were delighted to hear Chris Strata from the Leprosy 

Mission  telling us about the work of the mission, throughout the world.  One 
of the stories he told us was about Zaina who lives in Mozambique, and her 

story is included in the article below, which is taken from The Leprosy Mission 
website. 

 

Mozambique: where women 
really are fixing each other’s 
crowns 
I’ve always pondered over the 

somewhat hackneyed phrase ‘real queens fix each other’s crowns’. What does it 
mean? On the surface it conjures up the sisterhood celebrating each other’s 
successes. Building one another up and giving each other a foot up the slippery 
corporate ladder. 
While the culmination of this thought process perhaps is the smashing of the 
proverbial glass ceiling, fixing crowns only truly resonated when I heard the 
stories of women from Mozambique. A landscape where life is stripped bare, 
survival is paramount and kindness is everything. 
In Cabo Delgado, Mozambique’s most northerly province, life is tough. Since 
2017 its people have faced escalating violence from men with guns and 
machetes attacking communities. More than 2,000 civilians have been killed and 
homes destroyed. The UN reports that half a million people have fled Cabo 
Delgado as a result of the insurgency. The recent hardship is compounded by 
natural disasters caused by climate change, hunger, homelessness, leprosy and 
now the widespread South African coronavirus variant. 
In remote mud-hutted communities that somehow conjure up a romanticised 
view of an idyllic and uncomplicated life, life hangs by a fine thread. When you 
ask a woman how many children she has, the standard answer comes in two 
parts. The number she gave birth to and the number alive today. 
There are no doctors practising in these communities. For every doctor in Cabo 
Delgado there are 50 traditional healers, the first port of call for those needing  
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medical care. Leprosy hides in communities like these. Although only a mildly- 

infectious disease, it thrives where there is poor living conditions and 
malnutrition, leading to weakened immune systems. Women showing early 
signs of leprosy are all too often told hurtful untruths, such as a boy had cursed 
them for rejecting his romantic advances. They are then sent away with herbs 
for a special bath as a cure. 
It is more than an injustice that in Mozambique (and globally) women are less 
likely to be diagnosed with leprosy than their male counterparts. Without the 
antibiotic cure, leprosy causes nerve damage that can lead to life-long 
disabilities, including blindness. Leprosy is misunderstood and shrouded in 
stigma akin to Biblical times. People hide the early signs for fear of being 
banished. Women are less likely to come forward for treatment out of fear of 
being separated from their children and not having the means to feed 
themselves. 
That is until now. There is a sea change, a groundswell occurring in Cabo 
Delgado. A cultural shift heralded by women like Maria and Zaina, who have 
trained as Leprosy Changemakers. 
Zaina was banished to the bush with her young child by members of her village 
who noticed patches on her skin. While she did not know what they were, they 
recognised the signs of leprosy. Homeless and struggling for survival, her leprosy 
progressed unchecked. She reached her lowest ebb when the villagers took her 
child away from her. 
Mercifully Zaina was found by a kind stranger who took her to a hospital where 
she was cured. A volunteer, trained by The Leprosy Mission, spoke to her 
community dispelling the ancient myths surrounding the disease. She was 
welcomed home and empowered to take back her future into her own hands. 
Now thriving, she makes it her mission to help others, particularly women 
whose trust she is able to gain. 

 
Maria’s husband left her destitute when he found out she had leprosy. At first 
Maria went to a traditional healer. She was 
eventually given Multidrug therapy to cure 
her leprosy by a district health worker, but 
only after the herbal treatments provided by 
the healer didn't work. Forever thankful to be 
spared disability, she trained as a Leprosy 
Changemaker. She can spot the early 
symptoms of leprosy and be the encourager a 
person needs to summon the confidence to seek treatment. Maria is someone  
 

https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/campaign/#/changemaker/recuyStvs5TtLMY0C
https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/campaign/#/changemaker/recEMg2wFHemmoBja
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to walk hand in hand with on the road to cure. A woman who can explain to 
someone’s husband that his wife isn’t cursed or shameful, just simply someone 
needing antibiotics and encouragement. Maria is a woman fixing so many 
crowns. 
Maria, Zaina and many other women like them living in Cabo Delgado are being 
equipped to transform their communities through the Unconditional Appeal, 
which has been awarded UK Aid Match funding.  
‘You will be a crown of splendour in the Lord’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand 
of your God.’ Isaiah 62:3 (NIV) 
 
for further information , please see https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/ or at 

Goldhay Way, Orton Goldhay, 
Peterborough PE2 5GZ 

 
 

Books of the Bible     
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the 
word of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  
This month we are focusing on  ...  Titus and Philemon 
 

 What type of books are they?  Teaching (Titus); 
Persuasion (Philemon) 

 Who wrote them?  Paul 

 When were they written?  about 60-64AD (Titus); about 60AD (Philemon) 
Titus was a Greek Christian , who had been nurtured by Paul.  He had been put 
in charge of the church on Crete, and this letter contains Paul's instructions and 
advice about leading the church there.  As always, Paul's teaching is still relevant 
to the Christen church today.  
The letter to Philemon is a personal letter from which we can see Paul making a 
request.  One of Philemon's slaves had run away and had met Paul and become 
a Christian.  Paul, in this letter, is asking Philemon to forgive the slave and 
welcome him back as a Christian brother.  Although a personal letter, the 
message of forgiveness and acceptance is vital in the church today. 
 

 

Without God the world would be in a maze without a clue. – Woodrow Wilson 
 
Our ecological responsibility rests in our prior responsibility to obey our Creator. 
– R C Sproul 

 

https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/campaign/#/


Page 15 
 

Wake up! 
Remember the story of Jacob, and how God met him in a dream when he was 
sleeping on the desert floor with a rock for his pillow? The story in Genesis 28 
says this: ‘When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in 
this place, and I was not aware of it.”’ 
I wonder what place you find yourself in today, and if you are aware of God’s 
presence with you there? 
It may be a geographical place, the place where you live or work. That may be a 
beautiful place to be, or it may be a very hard place to be, and you would much 
prefer to be somewhere else. Either way, God is with you there, for He is 
everywhere, and there is no place where He is not. 
It may be an emotional place, as when we say, ‘I’m not in a good place right 
now’. How are you feeling today – up or down? Again, whatever mood you are 
in, God is with you for He knows us through and through. Having become 
human, He understands all our fluctuating emotions. He can comfort us right 
where we are. 
It may be a phase of life that you are passing through, a stage on life’s journey 
or a transition as you move from one situation to another. You may be passing 
through the valley of grief and loneliness, or anxiously waiting for news of a 
loved one who is ill. No matter where you are, you are not alone, for God is with 
you whether you can feel His presence or not. 
What is needed is for us to become more aware of God’s surrounding presence, 
to wake up to His closeness as did Jacob.  

Lord, wake me up to your abiding presence, even this day. 
 
 

Pandemic Prayer 
Each week the Daily Devotions from the URC are publishing a “pandemic 
prayer”. This one was written for Ascension Day. 
Lord Jesus,  
On this Ascension Day,  
we remember that your perspective is so much wider than ours.  
You know how each person’s experience of the pandemic has been unique.  
Help us not to make assumptions about others. 
We pray particularly for those whose circumstances  
have made the last year especially difficult.  
We pray too for generous and open access to everything  
that will help to deal with any of the wide ranging effects of the pandemic. 
Amen. 

The Revd Jacky Embrey, Minister in the Bolton and Salford Missional Partnership 
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For our younger readers ...   
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Crossword  
 Across   
1  Military tactic used by 
Joshua to attack and destroy 
the city of Ai (Joshua 8:2) (6) 
4  Place of learning (6)  
8  ‘When Moses’ hands grew 
— , they took a stone and put 
it under him and he sat on it’ 
(Exodus 17:12) (5)  
9  Unpleasant auguries of the 
end of the age, as forecast by 
Jesus (Matthew 24:7) (7)  
10 Stronghold to which girls in 
King Xerxes’ harem (including 
Esther) were taken (Esther 
2:8) (7)  
11 Where Saul went to 
consult a medium before fighting the Philistines (1 Samuel 28:7) (5)  
12 Propitiation (Hebrews 2:17) (9) 
17 Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15) (5)  
19 So clear (anag.) (7)  
21 ‘I have just got — , so I can’t come’: one excuse to be absent from the great 
banquet (Luke 14:20) (7)  
22 Long weapon with a pointed head used by horsemen (Job 39:23) (5)  
23 Musical beat (6)  
24 What the Israelites were told to use to daub blood on their door-frames at the first 
Passover (Exodus 12:22) (6) 
 
Down 
1  Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)  
2  Art bite (anag.) (7)  
3  ‘The people of the city were divided; some — with the Jews, others with the 
apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)  
5  Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) (7)  
6  Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)  
7  Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) (6)  
9  ‘You love evil rather than good, — rather than speaking the truth’ (Psalm 52:3) (9)  
13 Large flightless bird (Job 39:13) (7)  
14 They were worth several hundred pounds each (Matthew 25:15) (7)  
15 ‘A — went out to sow his seed’ (Matthew 13:3) (6)  
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16 How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter when he went into the room where she lay 
(Mark 5:39) (6)  
18 The part of the day when the women went to the tomb on the first Easter morning 
(John 20:1) (5)  
20 Narrow passageway between buildings (Luke 14:21) (5) 
 

Solution on page 23 
 

Wordsearch -  St Alban - the first British martyr  

St Alban, the first British martyr, was a Roman citizen living in England when the 
Roman emperor, Diocletian, began a fierce persecution. Soon Alban found a 
desperate priest on his doorstep, hunted by local soldiers. Alban gave the priest 
shelter, and within days was converted. When the soldiers arrived, Alban took the 
priest’s place, refused to offer sacrifice to the Roman gods, and was condemned to 
death. Alban went to his execution on 22nd June 250AD with such serenity that one 
of the executioners was converted. He died 
on the site of the Hertfordshire town that 
now bears his name.  

Alban 
martyr 
persecution 
Roman 
emperor 
Diocletian 
priest 
converted 
soldiers 
sacrifice 

gods 
condemned  
death 
execution 
serenity 
died 
site  
town 
name 
doorstep
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News from the United Reformed Church 
items from the May edition of the Synod Newsletter 
 
URC Photo requests - The URC are producing a calendar of 
church buildings for 2022. The idea is to use very good 
photographs of our church buildings. This is to give a flavour of our buildings 
from the length and breadth of the denomination. Victorian churches, post war 
pre-fabs, churches opened in the last couple of years – photos of all types of 
URC buildings are welcome. If possible: just the outside of the buildings; 
landscape orientation preferred but square and portrait images are also fine. 
JPG or PNG file format. Black and white images are also welcome.  
Please label the files with the name and location of the church (eg st-columbas-
north-shields.jpg)– this will save lots of emails trying to determine which church 
IMG_0001 is! Please include the name of the photographer.  
No bigger than 3600 pixels wide please (which should be around 3Mb in size). 
Some email providers won't allow big images to be sent.  
Please send contributions to andy.jackson@urc.org.uk. If photos are sent, the 
photographer is granting the URC permission to use the photographs in print 
and digitally. Deadline for submissions: 31st July 2021 
URC:Spirituality presents: Streams in the Wilderness - Finding spiritual water in 
the desert. A free week of short, standalone sessions exploring spirituality in 
difficult times.  24th-28th May  Streams in the Wilderness is a week-long event 
looking at where we may find our nourishment, our spiritual water/food, during 
difficult times. Each session stands alone, but will all have the same overarching 
theme. You are welcome to join in for one session, some sessions, or all 
sessions!  
Each day will begin with morning prayer @ 7:30am. 
Around lunchtime will be some food for thought @ 12:30pm.  
The evening slot is where we will be drinking deeply @ 7:30pm.  
All the sessions will aim to be varied, interactive, and include some takeaway 
thoughts. The entire week is free to attend. The Zoom link, which is sent out 
upon sign-up, is the same for all the sessions. So feel free to dip in and out as 
you see fit. There is no obligation to turn up to any particular session/s. 
For more information, or to sign up, visit the event page here 
(https://sitw.eventbrite.co.uk) 
GOOD NEWS STORY -URC vaccine appeal tops more than £23,000 
Generous donors have helped the United Reformed Church (URC) raise more 
than £23,000 for Christian Aid. The initiative started when Salisbury URC 
member Meg Abel, suggested that people might wish to show their gratitude for  
 

mailto:andy.jackson@urc.org.uk
https://sitw.eventbrite.co.uk/
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their own Covid-19 vaccinations by helping to raise funds to supply coronavirus  
vaccines to countries struggling to afford them. The idea was taken up by Peter 
Pay, who is also a member of Salisbury URC and who serves as one of the 
Moderators of the URC General Assembly. Peter made enquiries with the team 
which coordinates the URC’s global justice programme, Commitment for Life 
which contacted Christian Aid to form a partnership. The charity is already on 
the ground, helping keep people safe from coronavirus with practical support. 
The URC’s fundraising campaign launched in February with the aim of raising 
£5,000. Due to the generosity of donors, the target was raised to £10,000 in 
April. However, since that time £23,172 (at the time of writing) has been raised, 
and people are still donating. 
Peter said: “I am delighted to see how much has been raised and still is, through 
the generosity of URC members. We recognise importance of the equitable 
distribution of vaccines and health measures.” 
Nick Georgiadis, Christian Aid’s Director for Fundraising and Supporter 
Engagement, talks about the Christian Aid and URC partnership in a video.  
If you would like to help and express your thanks for your coronavirus vaccine, 
you can make a donation. 
URC Holiday Forum – 21 – 27 August - It's time to secure your place for Holiday 
Forum 2021! Whether you’d like to join us in-person at The Hayes or online this 
August, now is the time to book your place to avoid disappointment. Jane 
Rowell leads our daily worship and Anthony Reddie brings us our theme of 
LIVING WITH & LOVING DIFFERENCE: the challenge of being human in a 
fractured world.  
OBERAMMERGAU 2022 - The Revd Michael Hopkins has a small number of 
places still available on a trip to the Oberammergau passion play in 2022 
(postponed from 2020).  From 15-21 May 2022, the trip will include time in the 
Austrian Tyrol, and is one of the best value packages available.  With the 
increase in vaccination, and hopes of normality, now is a good time to book.  
Full details here: 
https://www.tailored-travel.co.uk/michaelhopkins_austriantyrol_150522 
How to Handle Later Life - I have been an elder of a URC church and written 
for Reform. I am also the author of a handbook for older people entitled How to 
Handle Later Life (Amaranth Books, 2017). My book’s 1,000 pages explore the 
main choices people face as they grow older and the ways in which they can 
avoid potential problems.   If you are involved in work with older people within 
your church and/or your wider community and would like a copy, do drop me a 
line at PO Box 664, Rochester, Kent ME1 9JB with your name, address and a 
cheque made out to me for £3.70 (to cover postage and packing). For any 
questions about my offer, email marion@marionshoard.co.uk. 

https://www.tailored-travel.co.uk/michaelhopkins_austriantyrol_150522
https://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/
http://www.amaranthbooks.co.uk/titles/how-to-handle-later-life/
http://www.amaranthbooks.co.uk/titles/how-to-handle-later-life/
http://www.amaranthbooks.co.uk/titles/how-to-handle-later-life/
mailto:marion@marionshoard.co.uk
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How to Handle Later Life puts forward a framework to aid understanding of the 
realities of growing older, both physical changes to the body and the particular 
nutritional, exercise and psychological needs of older people.  It goes on to 
examine the challenges growing older in Britain today can bring in fields 
from transport, housing and healthcare to finance, help in the home 
and combatting loneliness.  
You can see several sample chapters, the table of contents, introduction and 
reviews on Amaranth Books’ website (at amaranthbooks.co.uk/titles/how-to-
handle-later-life). My website (at marionshoard.co.uk) provides information 
about my background and activities, including within the ecumenical 
group Christians on Ageing, of which I am a trustee.  Marion Shoard 
Elders’ Conference – Saturday 17 July 2021 – save the date  
Saturday 17 July 2021.  A development day for Elders with speakers Andrew and 
Sally Willett, from Thamesmead Pioneer Church Project.  The theme will be the 
Holy Habit of Making Disciples with a particular emphasis on your role as Elders. 
The Elders’ conference was a hugely successful event two years ago, so we hope 
to be able to make this year’s event available to as many as possible. 
Location:  Pre-pandemic we booked a room at Sarum College in Salisbury and 
the room booking plus lunch is still good, although numbers may be restricted.  
A decision about meeting in-person or on Zoom will be made in due course, so 
save the date and keep an eye out for further information to all Elders via 
Church Secretaries.   
Wessex Summer Camps – it’s not too late to book  
16 – 18 July 2021 at Oakwood Activity Centre, Wokingham. 
‘Heroes and Villains’ theme.  For ages 8-11 years and 11-17 years. 
A time for young people to have fun with others through a varied programme of 
activities, discussion and worship.  Booking information. 
 
 
 
 

For sale 
An estate agent’s board outside a redundant church: 
FOR SALE. 
Suitable for conversion. 
 

On a church notice board: 
Visitors welcome. 
Members expected. 

 

http://www.amaranthbooks.co.uk/titles/how-to-handle-later-life/
http://www.amaranthbooks.co.uk/titles/how-to-handle-later-life/
http://amaranthbooks.co.uk/titles/how-to-handle-later-life
http://amaranthbooks.co.uk/titles/how-to-handle-later-life
http://www.marionshoard.co.uk/
http://marionshoard.co.uk/
https://christiansonageing.org.uk/
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wsc21/
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Lectionary Bible Readings for June 

 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 
website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.  

 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views of 
Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 

 

The deadline for the July Messenger is Sunday 13 June 2021.  Please send 
articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & Mary Evans, tel 01730 235922 e-mail 

keithnmary@talktalk.net 
 

 

Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar June 

6 Oxford: Collinwood Road; Mere; Basingstoke: Christ Church Chineham 
13 United Church Winchester; Oxford: Marston 
20 Reading: Tilehurst; Waterside, Emsworth 

27 Christchurch: Somerford; Bishop’s Waltham United Free Church 
 

 

Solution to Crossword on page 18 
ACROSS: 1, Ambush. 4, School. 8, Tired. 9, Famines. 10, Citadel. 11, Endor. 12, 
Atonement. 17, Avert. 19, Oracles. 21, Married. 22, Lance. 23, Rhythm. 24, 
Hyssop.  
DOWN: 1, Attach. 2, Biretta. 3, Sided. 5, Compete. 6, Owned. 7, Lustre. 9, 
Falsehood. 13, Ostrich. 14, Talents. 15, Farmer. 16, Asleep. 18, Early. 20, Alley. 

 
 
 
 

June 6 1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11:14-15); Psalm 138; Genesis 3:8-15;  
Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35 

June 13 1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13; Psalm 20; Ezekiel 17:22-24; Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15; 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17; Mark 4:26-34 

June 20 1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49, 57-18:5, 18:10-16; Psalm 9:9-20; 
Psalm 133; Job 38:1-11; Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; 
Mark 4:35-41 

June 27 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27; Psalm 130; Lamentations 3:22-33; Psalm 30;  
2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43 

mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield : College Street, 
Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Liss : Hillbrow Road, 
 Liss GU33 7PX 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly 
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays 

Church & 
Community 

Worker 

Mrs Jo Hopkins 
01730 266475 

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com   

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

 

Website 
 

www.petersfieldurc.com   

 E-mail 
 

admin@petersfieldurc.com  

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 10.30 am  
Services will be held at College Street, 

either in the sanctuary or garden 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

  
 

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples” 
 

Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office 
   

mailto:minister@petersfieldurc.com
http://www.petersfieldurc.com/
mailto:admin@petersfieldurc.com

