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From the Minister ... 
 

Christmas is nearly upon us once again! Where does the time 
go? Once again, we have a jam-packed programme to look 
forward to which all starts on Sunday 1st with our ‘Gift 
Service’ at which Kate from ‘Two Saints’ will be joining us, 
that evening we will also gather in the CFC for our evening communion service 
which will be by candlelight. We then have the wonderful Liss band led service 
on the 8th. Our monthly communion service which will be up at our Liss site as it 
was last year and the JFC service at Petersfield will be on Sunday the 15th and on 
Sunday the 22nd we will be holding a very special Christmas service which will 
include the dedication of our new son Joel Andrew Thomas and to which we are 
delighted to be inviting the Rev’d Robert Weston to lead this aspect and preach. 
Rob is the former minister of Park URC in Reading and is now ministering to 
Tavistock URC down in Devon and he and his wife Suzy also run Tinhay Retreats 
nearby (a great rural retreat if you ever fancy a get-away!). After the service, 
please do join us for festive nibbles and mulled wine in the CFC!  
 
On Christmas Eve we will gather together at 6.30pm over at our Liss site for 
carols by candlelight – please do join us over there if you can and on Christmas 
Day we will gather at 10am at our Petersfield site where we will be joined by 
Petersfield Methodist Church to worship our New Born King! I really look 
forward to welcoming you to any or all of these services over the festive period.  
 
Having a new-born Son this Christmas really brings the whole Christmas 
narrative into focus for me. The fact that Mary and Joseph had to go on such a 
huge trek whilst she was that pregnant must have felt very scary indeed. We felt 
the journey over to Chichester seemed risky enough! When they eventually 
arrived, there was no guarantee of a safe place to stay let alone have a baby. 
Being a parent brings a whole new set of worries into people’s lives, are they 
feeding well enough, is this normal, should he be getting through this many 
nappies in an hour?!  
 
I can’t begin to imagine the stress and worry of delivering a new-born baby in an 
unclean, cold and draughty stable. We often see Christmas cards with a peaceful 
looking manger scene, we sing the words “The Little Lord Jesus, no crying he 
makes” – these images and words glamorise what really was a horrific set of 
circumstances. We often forget that Jesus came into the world as both fully 
human and fully divine, he lived our earthly lives alongside us and grew up to be  
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put to shame being crucified on the cross. Let us this season, remember that the  
little baby we worship, grew up to be a man who was put to death for each one 
of us so that we might gain eternal life through him.   
 
I wish you all a very happy and healthy Christmas and New Year.  
 
Your Brother in Christ.  
Josh.  
 
 
 ‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’ (Isaiah 9:6) 
Approaching Christmas, we are very aware of the political and economic 
uncertainties that face us. The prophet Isaiah also lived in such uncertain times, 
as the Assyrians had just conquered the northern kingdom of Israel (734-732 
BC). This fulfilled Isaiah’s warnings to the people, who had turned their back on 
God and His ways. However, Isaiah is able to bring a word of hope, promising a 
Messiah who would come like a great light: ‘The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light’ (Isaiah 9:2). These words are fulfilled in the birth of 
Jesus 700 years later and describe person of Jesus: 
Wonderful Counsellor:  He will give us the wisdom we need, especially when we 
have difficult decisions to make at work or home, or in dealing with our finances 
or future direction. 
Mighty God:  He will provide the help and strength to face a difficult diagnosis, 
family crisis or relationships breakdown, as we trust His plan and purpose for 
our lives. 
Everlasting Father:  He cares for us as a father cares for His children, so that we 
can come to Him when we feel alone or we are really struggling, knowing that 
He hears and will answer our prayers. 
Prince of Peace:  He has secured peace by 
His cross and resurrection, and so we can 
find in Him true acceptance, forgiveness 
and peace for our lives, relationships and 
future. 
Christmas is the time to celebrate a God 
who is faithful to all His promises, ‘the zeal 
of the Lord Almighty will accomplish 
this’ (7) 

 



Page 4 
 

 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
Happy Christmas and all good wishes for 2020! 
2020 will be an especially exciting time for one member of our congregation and 
that is Jo Hopkins. Jo has been appointed as our Church and Community worker 
starting at the beginning of December 2019. Josh and I are looking forward to 
working with Jo and we are sure that God has chosen her for great work within 
and without Petersfield and Liss URC.  
I want to take this opportunity to say thank you to Josh for an encouraging and 
exciting first full year of ministry. Josh has had quite a lot of tricky situations to 
deal with during the year, as well as some very joyous ones. He has dealt with 
everything with a sensible approach and is a joy to work alongside. I, personally, 
have loved listening to his sermons which are thought provoking, informative 
and engaging. What a joy to have the whole Thomas family with us. Thank you, 
God. 
All the services over the next 2 months will be listed in the calendar but here are 
a few more details about those services. 
Dates for your diaries  

 December 1st, Sunday 11.00 – Gift service where our gifts will again be going 
to Two Saints 

 December 1st, Sunday 6.30 – candlelit communion in the CFC 

 December 8th, Sunday - Liss Band at Petersfield 

 December 14th, Saturday – preparation of the tree and JFC rehearsal - 
Petersfield 

 December 15th, Sunday 9.30 – communion at Liss 

 December 15th, Sunday 11.00 – JFC service Petersfield 

 December 22nd, Sunday 11.00 – Carol Service, Petersfield and the dedication 
of Joel Thomas. Revd Rob Weston will be leading worship. 

 December 24th, Tuesday 6.30 – a service at Liss- more info to follow! 

 December 25th, Wednesday 10.00 – Christmas morning service at Petersfield 

 January 12th, Sunday 11.00 – Commissioning Jo Hopkins as our new Church 
and Community Worker 

 January 19th, Sunday 11.00 – Ordination and Induction of Elders 

 January 19th, Sunday 3.00 – PACT Service of Unity where Carolyn Barton will 
be welcomed as Chair of PACT 

 January 26th, Sunday -Church meeting following a shared lunch 
God bless you all. Carol (Tubbs)  
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Introducing our new Church and Community 
Worker...  

 
Dear all, 
 
For those who don't know me yet,  please let me introduce 
myself, My name is Jo Hopkins, I am married to Gary and we 
have  two children, Luke 15 and Clare 13.  We live here in Petersfield and have 
done for the past six years.   I love sewing, baking with my kids, walking our dog 
Tilley and eating chocolate (Cadbury whole nut if you need to butter me up).  
The children and I are part of the Church at URC Petersfield and I enjoy working 
with the senior children on a Sunday morning in JFC.  
 
 I'm so pleased, proud and excited to say I'm your new Church and Community 
Worker for Liss and Petersfield URC starting next month. I'm looking forward to 
continuing where Julie left off, to reinstate Little Fishes in Liss on Monday 
Mornings starting in January,  and to work, worship and help the community 
both at Liss and in Petersfield.  I can't wait to meet you all at Liss, and thank you 
for everyone who has been so supportive to date. Let the fun and hard work 
begin! 
 

God bless   Jo 
 

 
 

November events 
 
Remembrance Day 
There were acts of Remembrance on Sunday 10 November during the services 
both at Liss and at Petersfield, and also on Monday 11 November at Petersfield.  
These were an opportunity to reflect on the lives lost in war and to pray for 
peace in the war-torn countries in the world. 

 
Tear Fund Quiz Night 
Six teams pitted their wits (and their knowledge) in a fun evening where well 
over £200 was raised to help displaced families in Nigeria.  Many thanks to Josh 
for organising and hosting this evening. 
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A message from Emsworth ...  
 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful.” John 15 verses 1-2 
 
Joseph’s mum and dad must have been really proud of their son. They had  seen 
this romance blossom and now their son Joseph was to marry a really pretty girl 
from Nazareth named Mary. It was going to be the wedding of the year, but 
maybe everybody getting married would think that about their wedding. I have 
to say I was horrified the other day to see how much one “happy couple” had 
spent on their wedding only to divorce some months later. That was not going 
to happen with Mary and Joseph, they both had God fearing families and in any 
case they really loved each other. With any wedding there just seems so much 
to sort out. You would think, after setting the time and place, that the rest 
would be fairly straightforward but no such luck. Who to invite or maybe who 
not to invite? Sit down meal, buffet style meal? What about Bridesmaids and 
what to wear? Will our parents get on with each other? Should we get presents 
for them? The list of preparations must have seemed endless. Joseph only had 
eyes for Mary and Mary was besotted with Joseph. Such lovely and exciting 
plans then that hammer blow “I’m pregnant!” The bottom had dropped out of 
Joseph’s world. He knew beyond all shadow of doubt that the child could not be 
his. How could she do this to him? Who was the Father anyway? Surely I would 
have known if she was having an affair? What will my mum and dad think the 
disgrace will be a lot for them to bear?  
 
Before writing this, I sent off for our Christmas Cards from “Tearfund”. We 
wanted the cards to show the true story of Christmas without reindeer and 
balloons and party crackers and paper hats. Even so, although pleased with the 
cards, I could not help feel the images portrayed a rather sugary version of what 
must have been an awful time for Mary and Joseph. We are told in Matthew’s 
Gospel that Joseph was a righteous man and did not want to expose Mary to 
public disgrace. He had a mind to divorce her quietly. An Angel told him that in 
effect what Mary had told him was true. Her child to be was of the Holy Spirit of 
God. All those plans hastily shelved, all those knowing looks, although hurtful, 
taken and suffered in silence. Then, to cap it all, although now married, Mary 
and Joseph had to journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, to obey the hated  
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Roman decree that the whole Roman world should take part in a census. It 
could not have possibly seemed like it at the time but this was entirely God's 
plan, that His only Son; Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem as prophesied all 
those years before. 
 
Our lives seem to progress nicely then right out of the blue something happens 
that completely knocks us off course. Try as we might we just cannot see that 
what has happened to us could be God’s will, especially as He is supposed to 
love us. 
 
Our Christmas Cards show a sanitised animal stall perfectly clean with adorable 
lambs and oxen gazing adoringly at the infant Jesus. It could not have possibly 
been like that, and Mary and Joseph must have wondered where the next blow 
was coming from. But, and in our Christian life there is always a “but”, with all 
the filth and squalor, with the arduous journey, almost the length of the country 
and the awful circumstances of their early married life, God never left that 
loving couple for one moment. On that first Christmas Day Jesus; the Messiah, 
the long awaited Messiah was born. 
 
I would be the first to admit that I am not a gardener. Cora has a lovely gift of 
being a wonderful gardener. I can mow the lawn without getting into trouble, 
but that and doing the specifically directed jobs required by Cora, is the limit of 
my gardening input. This year however, in the Spring I inexplicably thought that 
one of our several lovely buddleia shrubs looked a little untidy and I bravely 
decided to prune it. Once I started I could not seem to stop and when I finally 
did, I was horrified how much I had cut off. I nervously waited for Cora to return 
home from work and boy did I get an earful when she did! I vowed never to 
“do” things in the garden again, unless Cora had specially asked AND supervised 
me doing it!. Early Spring became Summer and then a rather wonderful thing 
occurred, my buddleia had not only survived but outshone and outclassed all 
the other shrubs in the garden! When I showed Cora, I thought of the Bible 
verse from John Chapter 15. Life will often send us a “curved ball” Our plans will 
be brought to nothing through circumstances and at the time the bottom seems 
to drop out of our world, but with God in ultimate control we not only flourish 
but shine even brighter in the end. Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, 
love Divine. Love was born at Christmas, Star and Angels gave the sign. 
 
Christmas love and Best wishes, 
Alan and Cora Jones  
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Alpha Course  - starting in January!  
 
Back in November I handed out some 
invitations and encouraged you to think about 
who God might be prompting you to invite 
along to our upcoming Alpha course. I am really 
excited that we are starting 2020 by putting on 
this course as a church, I know we have been 
supporters of Alpha for a long time, but it’s 
been a while since we actually ran a course!  
 
The course material has evolved a little since we last used it here, no longer is it 
just Nicky Gumbel standing at the front of the church in his 90s denim shirt, 
being gazed at adoringly by those in the congregation. It feels fresher and more 
varied now, there are the views of a number of different members of society as 
well as the good solid teaching you would expect from Alpha. Somehow it all 
feels more relevant and seeker friendly which is exactly what it needs to be.  
 
We will be meeting every Monday evening from Monday 6th January at 7.30pm 
at our Petersfield site. The evening will start with a hot meal and a chance to get 
to know one another. We will then watch a short video presentation and then 
split into groups to have a conversation about what it is we have just watched. 
The great thing about Alpha is that it is accessible to people who have a wealth 
of Christian knowledge and to those who are very new to it and coming because 
they want to find out more.  
 
Our warm and friendly team will be on hand to help put people at ease and 
make the course something that people will want to come along to on a 
Monday evening.  
 
If you feel like you have questions about faith and would like to come along, or 
you know someone who is searching for answers in life, please do pass on an 
invitation card and book on or encourage them to book on to the course.  
 
Josh.  

 
 

 
 



Page 9 
 

Experience the Joy of Advent 
 
‘Fear not: for behold I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.’  Luke 2:10 
 
Advent starts on the fourth Sunday before 
Christmas.  The word ‘Advent’ is from the Latin 
word ‘adventus’ meaning ’coming’.  Sometimes 
called ‘Little Lent’, it’s a time to prepare our 
hearts for the future Second Coming, as well as the birth of Christ. 
 
We celebrate the season with advent calendars, candles and evergreen wreaths 
– symbolising Christ as Light of the world, bringing new and everlasting life. 
 
Here are seven simple tips to help you experience and share the joy of Advent! 
1. Connect with your inner child: Think back to the time when you were a child, 

on the simple things that made you happy at Christmas. Focus only on the 
good and feel the joy of Christmas come flooding back! 

2. Keep it simple: This year, go for gifts and cards that share the meaning of the 
season, shop early and stay within your budget. 

3. Be people focused: Remember the story of Mary and Martha – keep meals 
simple and allow yourself time and space to focus on enjoying the company 
of your guests. 

4. Make Room for Jesus: Take some time at the beginning of each day to read 
your Bible, meditate on Scripture and pray. Focus on giving thanks to God for 
His gift of Christ to the world and for all He has done for us. 

5. Me Time: God wants us to prosper in body, soul and spirit, so try to eat 
healthy, don’t overindulge, take time for long walks and enjoy the good and 
simple things in life! 

6. Wear a smile and share the Joy! Finally, being joyful is a choice, it’s not about 
your circumstances. So, decide to be thankful this season. Wear a smile, act 
and talk positively, do small things with great love, be on the lookout for 
opportunities to do good to people. Give to the homeless, visit the sick, or 
take gifts to lonely neighbours. 

 
If people ask you about your joy, don’t be afraid to share your faith. Simply 
explain to them that ‘Christ lives in my heart, and He can live in yours too.’ 
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Christmas 
 
Father Christmas smiles benevolently giving nothing away. 
Shop windows glitter, purses empty rapidly 
Tempers sometimes fray. 
It's amazing that anything remains of the true meaning of Christmas. 
And yet, if we look beyond the tinsel show, 
The kaleidoscope of years we know, 
Beyond this annual landmark on life's map, 
Something still glows. 
Is it just faith, hope, charity seen in a sentimental tale? 
Gone with the January sale, maybe. 
It is far more than that to me 
Christmas I think is nothing less than a chink of light  
Shining through the wall between here and eternity made by a loving God. 
When He tore aside the invisible and entered as a child of agony. 
Now, long years later, men and women lost the Jesus of our story 
Just a hero of the past. 
Christmas , you say, should die like other childhood dreams. 
But listen, all is not what it seems. 
If we receive the love He gives this day, 
We shall find Emmanuel is our truest friend, 
And through Him that door to heaven opened for all time. 
 
Shirley Wing 
 
 
 

Stamps for the Leprosy Mission 
When Chris Strata, our Leprosy Mission Regional Manager, visited us in October 
he was really pleased to see that we have a collecting box for used stamps in the 
vestibule.  These days people tend to use the postal service less, but Christmas 
is a time when many of you will be receiving stamped mail, so if you don't 
already give your used stamps to charity please can I urge you to donate them 
to The Leprosy Mission.  They can be put in the box or given straight to me.  
Stamps need to be cut around with a half centimetre border and be on a single 
thickness of paper.  TLM will also be happy to take unwanted first day covers or 
complete albums. 
Rosemary Ward 
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Protecting the Innocent 
 
The day most of us call ‘Boxing Day’, was when tradesmen used to collect their 
annual tips from customers. It is named in the Church Calendar as St Stephen’s 
Day, in memory of the first martyr, stoned to death by an angry crowd because 
of his faith. That is a shocking footnote to the celebration of Christmas, but 
worse is to follow. 
Three days later the Church asks us to remember the ‘Holy Innocents’. These 
were the young children of Bethlehem killed by Herod’s soldiers in a vain 
attempt to annihilate the potential new-born king. The Magi – the so-called 
‘Wise Men’ – had told him the child had been born in that town. In fact, the 
child Jesus was by then safely across the border in Egypt, his parents having 
been warned to do so in a dream. 
But that did not save the innocent toddlers of Bethlehem, who were brutally put 
to the sword. They were subsequently named the ‘holy innocents’ because that 
is what they were: holy and wholly innocent, victims of a man’s determination 
to cling to power, whatever the cost. 
Innocent children still suffer, of course: in refugee camps, in enslaved families, in 
unhappy homes and at the hands of abusers.  Because they are weak and 
helpless, and utterly innocent, the rest of us have a duty to protect them. 
When Jesus wanted to portray pure innocence, He took a small child in His arms. 
He then uttered a warning, probably the harshest words to leave His lips. 
Anyone who offends against such little ones would not escape severe 
punishment. 
The fate of the ‘holy innocents’ is a sharp reminder, just after the Christmas 
celebrations, that Jesus was born into the world as it is: light and darkness, 
compassion and cruelty, love and hatred. He didn’t come to endorse that world, 
but to change it. Darkness cannot defeat light. In the end the angel’s song will 
be fulfilled: ‘Peace on earth’ in the kingdom of God. 
 
 

 
 

Following the inclusion of a number of table graces in recent issues of The 
Messenger, June Ive has supplied the following: 
 

 Lord bless this food upon our dishes, 
As Thou didst bless the loaves and fishes, 
And as the sugar hides in tea, 
So may our lives be hid in thee. 
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John Laing 
 
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will reap generously (2 Corinthians 
9:6)  
 
I remember a person who put that into practice.  
John Laing was born on 24th September 1879 in Carlisle. The family joined a 
thriving Brethren Church in Carlisle, and John made a personal commitment to 
Jesus Christ at the age of 7. Eventually he became a leader in the Church, 
organising camps for the teenagers and leading expeditions into the hills with 
the young people. He loved to talk to people about the Lord Jesus as he was not 
a great preacher. John was very practical and joined the house building firm of 
the family at 15. He was apprenticed in the firm for three years learning the 
trade. Eventually he became the Managing Director, and as time went on the 
firm was nearly bankrupt, and if the judge acted against him, the firm would be 
finished. He made an agreement with God that he would only use the money to 
live on, and he would put the rest into a Christian trust. Fortunately the Judge 
gave the case in his favour. As time went on, the firm became very successful, 
building motorways, airports, bridges and even a Cathedral that had been 
bombed in 1940. He looked after his employees and even paid for them to go on 
holiday. 
 In 1962 the firm built the Coventry Cathedral, and the Queen opened it. Many 
other buildings were also built and he was consulted by Governments. He was 
Knighted in 1959 . 
He died at the age of 99  in 1978, and left £371. The rest he gave to Christian 
Charities in trusts.  
Robin Ive 

 

 
From the editors ... 
Welcome to the December/January issue of The Messenger.  This is a time of 
year dominated by Christmas and New Year festivities, and we hope some of the 
articles in this issue will help you focus on some of the reality of the coming of  
Jesus and what this means to us  today.  As always, we are grateful to those who 
provide such wide-ranging items and which go to comprise an informative and 
uplifting read.  May you all find God's presence and blessing during this 
Christmas time. 
Keith and Mary 
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Petersfield Rotas December 2019  

 
 

Petersfield Rotas January  2020 

Sunday December 1 December 
8 

December 
15 

December 
22 

December 
29 

Stewards  Maureen 
Gilbert & 

Doreen Lewis 
(am) 

Robin Ive 
(pm)  

Janet 
Clemmy &   

David 
Darling 

 Mandy 
Martin & 

Kitty 
Rohrbach   

Sylvia 
Bressey & 

Gwen 
Peake 

Ron Wing 
& Eric 

Skipper 
 
 
 

Welcomer Charlotte 
Cassar 

Di Lugger Peter Smith David 
Barton 

Elizabeth 
Phillips 

Elder  Val Torrance 
(am) 

Peter Jolly 
(pm) 

Keith 
Evans  

Carol Tubbs Mike 
Pennicotte-

Henrie 

Alan Jones 

Communion 
Servers 

Peter Jolly  Tony Phillips 
& Wendy 

Cassar (Liss) 

  

AV David Darling Keith 
Evans 

John Lewis Carolyn 
Barton 

Norbert 
Szekely 

Flowers Janet & 
Catherine 

Adams 

Dee & 
Peter 
Crane 

Christmas 

Sunday January 5 January 12 January 19 January 26 

Stewards  Mary Fair & 
Doreen Lewis 

(am) 
Peter Crane (pm)  

Janet Clemmy 
&   David 
Darling 

 Mandy Martin 
& Kitty 

Rohrbach   

Sylvia 
Bressey & 

Gwen Peake 

Welcomer Peter Smith Jean Collins Robin Hart Mandy 
Martin 

Elder  To be advised 
 Communion 

Servers 

AV David Darling Norbert 
Szekely 

John Lewis Carolyn 
Barton 
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Petersfield Church Calendar – December 2019 
 

Sunday 1 11 am Esme Kelly & team (Gift Service for Two Saints) 
6.30 pm The Minister   

(Communion by candlelight in CFC) 

Monday 2 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

8pm Prayer Time CFC 

Tuesday  
 

3 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

7.30 pm Elders' Meeting  CFC 

Thursday 5 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 12 Geddes Way 

Saturday 7 8 am Menunited Men's Breakfast Hurst Barn 

Sunday 8 11 am Liss Band 

Monday 9 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday 10 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 
7.30 pm Women's Fellowship CFC 

Wednesday 11 7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group  Cremorne Place 

Thursday 12 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 9 Bowen Lane 

Friday 13 2.30 pm Tea on the Terrace CFC 

Saturday 14 Decoration of the church 

Sunday 15 11 am JFC Service 

Monday 16 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

8pm Prayer Time CFC 

Tuesday 17 2 pm Connie's Handicraft Group  CFC 

Friday 20 10 am Friday Fellowship CFC 

Sunday 22 11 am Rev’d Robert Weston  
Carol Service & Dedication of Joel Andrew 

Thomas  

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday 

24 6.30 am Carols by Candlelight at Liss 

Christmas Day 
Wednesday 

25 10 am The Minister 
Joint service with Methodists 

Sunday 29 11 am Tony Phillips & Peter Smith 
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Liss Church Calendar – December 2019   
 

Sunday 1 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday  2 7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 3 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 4 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 7 8 am Menunited Men's 
Breakfast 

Hurst Barn 

Sunday 8 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 9 7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 10 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 11 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 14 8.30 am LCWT Prayer Breakfast To be advised 

Sunday 15 9.30 am 
Christmas Communion 

The Minister 

Monday 18 7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 19 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 20 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

  6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 22 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 23 7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday 

24 6.30 am Carols by Candlelight 

Sunday 29 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 30 7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 
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Petersfield Church Calendar – January 2020 
 

Saturday 4 8 am Menunited Men's Breakfast Hurst Barn 

Sunday 5 11 am Alan Jones & team 

6.30 pm The Minister (Holy Communion) 

Monday 6 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

7 pm Alpha Course and Prayer CFC 

Tuesday 7 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 
7.30 pm Elders' Meeting  CFC 

Wednesday 8 7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group  Cremorne Place 

Thursday 9 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 9 Bowen Lane 

Friday 10 2.30 pm Tea on the Terrace CFC 

Sunday 12 11 am The Minister 
Commissioning of Jo Hopkins 

Monday 13 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

7 pm Alpha Course and Prayer CFC 

Tuesday 14 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

7.30 pm Women's Fellowship CFC 

Friday 17 10 am Friday Fellowship CFC 

Sunday 19 11 am The Minister 
Holy Communion & Ordination & induction of Elders 

3 pm PACT Service of Unity 
Carolyn Barton welcomed as Chair of PACT 

Monday 20 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

7 pm Alpha Course and Prayer CFC 

Tuesday 21 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

2 pm Connie's Handicraft Group  CFC 

Wednesday 22 7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group  Cremorne Place 

Thursday 23 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 9 Bowen Lane 

Sunday 26 11 am The Minister 
Followed by Shared lunch and Church meeting 

Monday 27 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

7 pm Alpha Course and Prayer CFC 

Tuesday 28 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 
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Liss Church Calendar – January 2020   
 

Saturday 4 8 am Menunited Men's 
Breakfast 

Hurst Barn 

Sunday 5 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 6 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 7 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 8 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 11 8.30 am LCWT Prayer Breakfast To be advised 

Sunday 12 9.30 am Morning Worship The Minister 

Monday 13 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 
7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 14 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 15 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 18 8.30 am LCWT Prayer Breakfast To be advised 

Sunday 19 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 
 

20 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 21 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 22 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 26 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 27 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 
7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 28 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 29 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  
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Feba UK 
 
Feba Radio started in 1956 in the Seychelles 
with high aerials to beam the Gospel to North 
India. There were limits to reaching other 
countries like Africa. They therefore went to 
local radio stations and supplied radio receivers. Sometimes in isolated regions a 
whole village would listen to one radio. 
Often when the Gospel is banned, the radio will be the means in broadcasting. 
About 793 million people cannot read, so radio is what is needed to reach them. 
Feba UK has provided radios for emergencies in Indonesia when the 2018 
earthquake struck. It was able to save lives and send information that was vital 
in helping them to stay safe and remain positive through this hard time. 
Shiv is a farmer in Uttar Pradesh and a loyal listener, the team from Feba met 
him in his village, and he accepted Jesus as his personal saviour. He was given a 
speaker box to allow him to have 12 people to listen to the programmes every 
week.  
Feba UK have now linked up with FEBC as part of an international network of 
sister organisations to reach across the world. 
Robin Ive 

 

 
 
Books of the Bible  
 
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the word 
of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  This month 
we are focusing on  ...  Haggai 
 

 What type of book is it?  narrative and prophecy 

 Who wrote it?  Haggai 

 When was it written?  approx. 520 BC  
 
By the time of Haggai, the Jews been back in Jerusalem for some years after their 
time of exile.  They had rebuilt their houses and started to rebuild the temple that 
had been destroyed by the Babylonians. God used Haggai to speak His message to 
Zerubbabel , the governor of the Jews, and to urge the Jews to remember to put God 
first and to finish the work on the temple. This short book is one of encouragement 
and the promise of God's blessing. 
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For our younger readers ...   
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Wordsearch - Christmas 
 
Christmas is nearly here!  More than two thousand years ago the Jews were 
longing for the coming of their Messiah.  The Old Testament had promised that 
when He came, He would preach good news to the poor, bind up the broken 
hearted, proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners, proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,  comfort all who mourn and to 
bestow on His people a crown of beauty instead of ashes.  Jesus did all those 
things.  He was and is the Son of God, and whoever has seen Him has seen the 
Father.  Whoever believes in Him will have the best gift of all – His Spirit within 
them, which gives them eternal life. 
 
Messiah 
Broken 
Heart 
Freedom 
Darkness 
Favour 
Prisoners 
Comfort 
Mourn 
Bestow 
Crown 

Beauty 
Ashes 
Son 
God  
Jesus 
Seen 
Father 
Whoever 
longing 
thousand 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

              
 
   Sudoku 
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News from the United Reformed Church 
items from the November edition of the Synod 
Newsletter 
 
February Area Gatherings – spread the word 
Area Date Venue 

South West  13th February Trinity Ringwood 
North East 10th February Bracknell 
North West  11th February Wheatley 

South East 12th February  
6.30pm for 7pm start – finish by 9.15pm 

 
Y-Pray 2020 Retreat - World Day of Prayer UK  Date:  1 -3 May  Venue:  King’s 
Park, Northampton  Cost: £130 if booked before 31 December and £140 after 
that date.  Sponsored by World Day of Prayer- England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland   An exciting weekend for women who are interested in exploring prayer 
creatively. Come and be inspired, explore different ways of praying and discover 
links with women from around the world.  The programme includes worship, 
bible study and creative prayer, plus more light-hearted activities and an 
opportunity to discover what World Day of Prayer is all about. 
Saturday evening entertainment confirmed – Anna Nicholson, comedian 
Meet the nominees for Woman of the Year in Anna’s award-winning character 
comedy show; a Geordie Instagram star, a vicar with a rival, a mischievous 
granny and a bra saleswoman stirring up the next generation. Who will win? You 
decide.  For further information  visit the World Day of Prayer UK website.  Or 
contact Revd Ana Gobledale, the new URC delegate to World Day of Prayer UK. 
 
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar December and January 

December  1 Sherborne; Elvetham Heath 

December  8 St Francis, Banbury; Lymington 
December  15 The Beacon Church, Canford Heath, Poole; Warsash 
December  22 United Church Winchester; Wareham 

December 29 East Cliff, Bournemouth; The Moderator & Synod Staff 

January 5 
Isle of Wight – Freshwater; Bell Street United Church, 
Shaftesbury; Elstead 

January 12 Fovant; Marsh Gibbon; Rowlands Castle 
January 19 Reading: Caversham Park; Woking; Swanage 

January 26 
Aston Tirrold; Southampton: Avenue St Andrew’s; 
Bournemouth: Trinity Church 

https://www.trinityringwood.co.uk/Groups/320319/Contact_Us.aspx
https://bracknellurc.org.uk/how-to-find-us/
https://wheatleyurc.org.uk/find-us/
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/y-pray/
mailto:revsgobledale@hotmail.com
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Israel / Palestine Visit Thursday 23rd January 2020 at 7pm at Havant URC 
Revd Ray Stanyon and Kevin Snyman will be reporting on their recent visit to 
Israel and Palestine.  All Welcome. https://www.havanturc.org 
 

Upcoming Synod events 
Bookings for all events and training courses to Ruth Heine at the Synod Office 

Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513 
Mental Health First Aid Awareness Training Saturday 8 February 2020 at 
London St URC, Basingstoke.  Due to the popularity of this 4 hour training course 
we are hosting 2 courses on the same day.     
9am – 1pm.  There are places available in the morning session. 
1.30pm – 5.30pm.  Currently fully booked.    
This course is designed to provide: an understanding of what mental health is 
and how to challenge stigma; a basic knowledge of some common mental 
health issues; an introduction to looking after your own mental health and 
maintaining wellbeing; confidence to support someone in distress or who may 
be experiencing a mental health issue. 
Safeguarding Training – more dates in 2020   
Advance notice of dates in 2020 
A full day’s training for all those working with children, young people and adults 
at risk.  Important for Ministers and Elders.  Booking is essential.  Further info on 
the posters. 
At Guildford URC on Saturday 18 January 2020. 10am – 4pm. 
At Maidenhead URC on Saturday 7 March 2020.  10am – 4pm. 
At London St URC, Basingstoke on Saturday 21 March 2020.  10am – 4pm. 
Salisbury URC, on Saturday 9 May 2020 (Bank holiday weekend).  10am – 4pm. 
Avenue St Andrew’s URC, Southampton on Saturday 16 May 2020.  10am– 4pm. 
‘Public First Aid for URC’ course led by a trainer from the British Red Cross – 
hurry, places are limited Saturday 4 January 2020 at London Street URC, 
Basingstoke.  10am – 4pm. Booking is essential as places are limited.  Email: 
carol.scott55@btinternet.com  
Mission Shaped Church Day – new date  Saturday 28 March 2020 at Fleet URC.  
10.30am – 3.30pm.  A day of exploration:  What is church? What is mission? 
What did Jesus mean when he said in Matthew 28, ‘Go and make disciples …’?  
How can we listen for mission in our own community?  Being a mission-shaped 
church in 21st Century Britain raises many important questions.  This will be a 
dynamic day of conversation and interaction, of mutual support and valuable 
networking.  Share your story and engage with others as you grapple with some 
of the issues that arise for your church.  Come prepared to join the conversation 
and discover some new ideas.  Guest speaker:  Linda Rayner. 

https://www.havanturc.org/
mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Safeguarding-Poster-Guildford-2020.pdf
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Safeguarding-Poster-Maidenhead-2020.pdf
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Safeguarding-Poster-Basingstoke.pdf
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Safeguarding-Poster-Salisbury-2020.pdf
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Safeguarding-Poster-Southampton-2020.pdf
mailto:carol.scott55@btinternet.com
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Stepwise Local Group – starting at Woking URC in 2020 
Faith Filled Life, the first of the Stepwise streams.  A local group will be starting 
at Woking URC.  Please register an interest by the 31st January 2020, indicating 
whether you could meet in the daytime or evening only.  Further information 
and a start date (probably end of February) will be publicised in the New Year.   
Stepwise Facilitator Training Day  Saturday 1st February 2020 at Fleet URC, 25 
Kings Rd, GU51 3AF. 10am – 3.30pm.   A day designed to inform, equip and 
enthuse potential facilitators for Stepwise.  We are looking for people who can 
catch a vision of the church of the future and help facilitate those who are going 
to be part of leading us forward towards that vision.  We are not looking for 
teachers, but people who can facilitate others’ learning.  
Growing the Church Day  Saturday 20 June 2020 at London St URC, 
Basingstoke.  10am – 2pm. Speaker:  Revd John McGinley, author of Mission 
Shaped Grace: missional practices for missional disciples 

Advance notice – dates for your diary 
For Lay Preachers – Saturday 16 May 2020 at Old Alresford Place. 
For Elders – Saturday 18 July 2020 at Sarum College 
Further details will be publicised in due course. 

 
 
 

Children’s and Youth Events and Training 

Youth Assembly and Taster Day Theme:  Common Ground: Where is it? 
URC Youth Assembly for young adults in school year 10 up to age 25 years 
(inclusive) 24 – 26 January 2020 at Whitemoor Lakes, Staffs.   URC Taster Day for 
young people in school year 7 up to age 16 years (inclusive) on  25 January 2020 
at Whitemoor Lakes, Staffs.   

 
 

 
 

 
Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving heart, a wide-open heart 
that thinks of others first.  The birth of the baby Jesus stands as the most 
significant event in all history, because it has meant the pouring into a sick world 
of the healing medicine of love which has transformed all manner of hearts for 
almost 2000 years….Underneath all the bulging bundles is this beating Christmas 
heart.  
 Helen Keller 
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Lectionary Bible Readings  
for December and January 

 
 
 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 

website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.  

 
 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 

 
 
 

We regret there will NOT be a Messenger for February 2020.  The deadline for 
the March Messenger is Sunday 16 February 2020.  Please e-mail, or hand 
deliver articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & Mary Evans, tel 01730 235922 e-
mail keithnmary@talktalk.net 

 

 
 
 
 
 

December 1 Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 

December 8 Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13;  
Matthew 3:1-12 

December 15 Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; 
Matthew 11:2-11 

December 22 Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

December 29 Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23 

January 5 Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14;  
John 1:(1-9), 10-18 

January 12 Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 

January 19 Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

January 26 Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18;  
Matthew 4:12-23 

mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=4
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=8
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=11
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=11
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=11
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=11
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=13
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=13
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=13
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=13
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=14
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=14
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=14
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=14
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=15
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=15
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=15
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=15
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield : College Street, 
Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Liss : Hillbrow Road, 
 Liss GU33 7PX 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly 
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays 

Church & 
Community 

Worker 

Mrs Jo Hopkins 
01730 266475 

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

 

Website www.petersfieldurc.com   

 E-mail admin@petersfieldurc.com  

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 11 am with Junior 
Family Church  

Mornings at 9.30am 
(usually 2nd Sunday in the 
month only, but see Liss 

calendar inside for full details) 

Evening Worship at 6.30pm  
(1st Sunday in the month only) 

No evening Services 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

 
 

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples” 
 

 
Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office 

mailto:minister@petersfieldurc.com
http://www.petersfieldurc.com/
mailto:admin@petersfieldurc.com

