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From the Minister ... 
 

A new year always gives us new things to think about and 
aim for and at the start of this year, for the very first time, a 
committee of people met together to begin discussing 
improvements and a redecoration schedule for our church 
sanctuary. In two years’ time we celebrate a significant anniversary as a church 
– 300 years of Reformed Christian worship here in Petersfield. It is our aim as a 
committee to tie in these works, if possible, so that they are complete in time 
for this anniversary and we can really celebrate all that God has done over the 
years and all that he is continuing to do here in this place. I would love to have a 
lot of celebration during 2022 so get thinking about things we might do as a 
church!  
 
Back at the start of January, we embarked on our Alpha course. It has been 
smaller in number than we might have perhaps envisaged, but we have been 
really encouraged by the depth of conversation and willingness of the 
participants to engage in discussion on the key pillars of our faith. My thanks go 
to all of those who have contributed both on the leadership team and those 
who have cooked such wonderful meals for us!  
 
It has been a really exciting few months and I’m delighted to share that at the 
time of writing we will be bringing 8 new members into the church family at our 
March Communion service. This might increase as we get closer to the date 
itself and if you are thinking about becoming a member, I would love to hear 
from you.  
 
As a church that is striving to grow, a part of our mission is to try different styles 
of worship and as well as Forest Church this year which Jo will keep you updated 
on, I’m delighted that on the 4th Sunday of the month we will be trialling a café 
style worship in our CFC from 11am. This will be very all age friendly, hot drinks 
and snacks will be served before and there will be some newer worship music as 
well as an accessible message for all ages. If you’d prefer something more 
traditional, from April we are exploring holding a 9am service at Liss. This will be 
a shorter, more traditional time of worship together and if it sounds like more 
your thing, transport can be arranged either by someone who will be going up 
to Liss or by using our Taxi fund which can be accessed by speaking to Esmé in 
the church office. 
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2020 vision is a term we hear banded about a lot, but I pray that as we enter 
2020, we can sense something of the vision God has for us as his church here in 
Petersfield and we can continue to grow, innovate and bring people into a closer 
relationship with him.  
 
Your Brother in Christ.  
Josh.  
 
  
 When Spring comes 
‘See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on the 
earth; the season of singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard in our land.’ 
Song of Songs 2:11-12 
March is the month that is associated with the coming of Spring, which is such a 
relief after the darkness and gloom of Winter. This verse beautifully describes 
the joy that most of us feel as the days begin to brighten, and Nature starts to 
awaken once again. 
These words also speak to us about a new season in life, one that is filled with 
hope and expectation. Sometimes we experience the darkness of winter in our 
lives – maybe in the form of depression, bereavement, chronic illness, family 
difficulties, financial problems and so on.  These long winter months of the soul 
may seem to last forever. Our joy disappears, our energy dissipates, our mood is 
low. A thick black cloud hangs over us and it seems as if the sun will never shine 
again. 
Then we have this reminder that no season lasts forever. The cold grip of Winter 
gradually thaws and gives way to warmer days. The sun does shine again, and 
the temperature rises. Birds sing and flowers blossom. The sap rises. Love is in 
the air. 
And in the spiritual realm the same happens. Eventually we will enter a new 
season of the soul. Joy returns and life gets 
back to something like normality. No 
darkness lasts forever. We experience our 
own awakening, a kind of mini resurrection. 
We start to feel alive again, to see 
possibilities and to dream again. 
In the depths of Winter, we can look ahead 
to the certainty of Spring. Faith enables us 
to believe that the winter of the soul will 
soon be past as well. In the darkness we 
choose to hope in God. 
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Hello everyone, 
 
As I write this, we have just returned from our daughter, Sarah’s, after spending 
a slightly longer than scheduled weekend with her and the family. Hers is the 
last house at the end of a mile-long lane with the River Wey and the Wey and 
Arun Canal running through their land, and this last weekend was Storm Dennis. 
By Saturday night we knew there was going to be flooding but on Sunday 
morning and throughout that day the water continued to rise until all the 
surrounding fields, the road and everywhere you could see had become a fast 
flowing river with no way of crossing. Luckily in Sarah’s village no-one’s house 
was flooded and the damage to the road - which was considerable - is repairable 
but watching the news and seeing so many people in far worse situations where 
they have lost everything, makes you very thankful. Our planet seems a bit 
topsy-turvy at the moment with us having too much water and so much of the 
world needing more. I have no answers as to how this can change but I am 
thankful that we have God who we can talk to and, at least, express our 
concerns. Thank you, God, for being there always, no matter what the situation. 
 
At the elders’ meeting in March, one of the items on our agenda will be 
reviewing the pattern of worship at Petersfield and Liss and maybe exploring 
new ways of worship. Watch this space!!! 
 
We are delighted to be welcoming so many new members at the communion 
service at Petersfield on Sunday March 15th.  
 
Dates for your diaries  

 March 15th, 11.00am Sunday – welcoming new church members 

 March 24th, 7.30pm Tuesday -Church meeting  

 March 29th – First Forest Church  

 May 1st, Friday – Machine Gun Preacher – see poster 

 May 9th Saturday – Elders’ Away day – for all serving and non-serving 
elders 

 
God bless you all. Carol (Tubbs)  
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Update from our Church and Community Worker...   
 

 
How can we be in February already I hear you say.  If the rest 
of the year carries on like January, I’ll be writing about 
Christmas next month…..  
   
Well, what have I been up to over the last month?  Firstly, 
Little Fishes in Liss is going very well indeed with a good numbers of returning 
families and a few new mummies too. Relationships are being made and lots of 
fun is being had.  The Alpha course is small in number but it’s such a privilege to 
walk alongside our friends and to help them have a depth of understanding with 
God. At this point I would like to thank everyone for making meals and Jo Oru 
for running the kitchen for us, and, as always, our fantastic team of volunteers, 
without whom we couldn't do any of these events. 
 
Lots of plans are afoot for the on coming months, so I hope you have your 
diaries ready, here’s the list to date. 

 20th March Beetle Drive 6.00 for 6.30pm CFC fundraising for YUM all 
welcome 

 29th March Forest Church 2.30pm at Petersfield Heath Main car park. A 
new way to worship everyone welcome 

 11th April Easter Craft 2.00-4.00pm CFC for Infant and pre-school age [Little 
Fishes] 

 1st May Machine Gun Preacher URC all welcome 

 23rd May Big Church Day Out at Wiston House -West Sussex all welcome 
see website for prices 

 28th to 31st  May Liss Life come join St Mary Church and the community for 
four days of celebrations.  

 6th June Cream tea and Art exhibition fundraising for YUM, all welcome 

 20th June Church Fun Day all welcome 

 3rd to 5th July URC Camping weekend all welcome come join the fun 

 12th July Forest Church at QE Park 2.30pm worship outdoors all welcome 

 25th 26th 27th August Holiday at Home CFC for our mature members  
 
I hope we will be able to add a few more dates over the next months. So a lot to 
look forward to. 
 
Love Jo (Hopkins) 
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Christmas 2019  
 
Although it may seem a long time ago by the time you read this, we had some 
wonderful events last December, some of which are mentioned below.... 

 
Gift Service 
This was led by Esme and team with the 
theme 'A life worth living'.  Kate 
Gladders from Two Saints also attended 
the service, after which she took back a 
huge number of gifts for the homeless 
folk helped by Two Saints. 
 
 
 

 
Liss Band 
As always, the service led by Liss 
Band was an opportunity to sing 
many of our favourite carols and 
enjoy the music of the Liss Band, 
including some excellent playing 
by the Training section. 
 
 
 
 

JFC Nativity 
Another very special 
service with the 
focus on contrasting 
the conditions in 
which Mary gave 
birth to Jesus with 
the present day 
especially in terms of 
waste and the issues 
of climate change. 
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Carol Service and Dedication of Joel Thomas 
On the Sunday before Christmas,  the 
church was packed with family and friends 
of Josh and Hannah as baby Joel was 
dedicated.  Rev Robert Weston led the 

service which 
included an 
adult version of 
Musical Parcel as 
the Nativity 
scene was assembled. 

 

 
 
Christmas Day Celebration 
On Christmas Day, the church was again 
packed for a joint service with Petersfield 
Methodist Church.  The band from  the 
Methodist Church, ECHO, played for us 
as well as our own musicians.  The 

service 
was led 
by both 
Josh and 
Rev Stephen Wright, and was a very special 
Christmas celebration.  Ladies from the 
Methodist Church had knitted over 400 angels 
and some of these were given to members of 
the congregation as gifts. 

 
 
All these events required a lot of 
work from many people and all 
this hard work was much 
appreciated.  The church was 
beautifully decorated, which 
really enhanced our worship at 
this Christmas time. 
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A message from Emsworth ...  
 

 
So Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers, and from that day on the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon David in power. 
1 Samuel Chapter 16 verse 13 
 
March 1st is St David’s Day. David; the Patron Saint of the Welsh, died on 1st 
March AD589. His last words to his congregation the Sunday before he died 
were; “Be joyful, and keep your faith and your creed. Do the little things that 
you have seen me do and heard about. I will walk the path our fathers have trod 
before me. Do the little things in life (Gwnewch y pethau bychain) is a well 
known phrase in Welsh today. Centuries earlier, his namesake was one of 
Israel’s greatest Kings. 
 There are not many sermons preached on the first seventeen verses of the first 
chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, which is headed the Genealogy of Jesus. As a boy I 
remember from the King James Bible that I had a problem with the word 
“begat”. It is certainly clearer in more modern translations but it is still 
essentially a list of names on a Family Tree. Fourteen generations from Abraham 
to David, another fourteen from David to the Babylonian exile and yet another 
from the exile to Christ. That list only has the names of five women; Tamar, who 
was the wife of Judah, one of Jacob’s boys. Rahab, often linked sadly with the 
term “prostitute” who was the wife of Salmon, the father of Boaz. From the 
Book of Ruth we know that Boaz married Ruth, the third women to be 
mentioned and they had a boy called Obed. Now we are not told who Obed’s 
wife was but he had a boy called Jesse and one of Jesse’s sons was David. So 
both David’s Grandmother and Great Grandmother have a place in this first 
Chapter of Matthews Gospel. The fourth woman to be mentioned is not named 
and appears only as Uriah’s wife, but she was the mother of another of Israel’s 
greatest Kings; Solomon. So these three women were all linked in some way to 
David. Incidentally the fifth women to be mentioned is of course Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus. 
A wonderful book by the American author Francine Rivers entitled “A lineage of 
Grace” tells the stories of these five unlikely women who changed eternity. 
Tamar is described as a woman of hope, Rahab as a woman of faith, Ruth as a 
woman of love and Bathsheba (Uriah’s wife) as a woman who received 
unlimited grace.  
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The Television programme “Who do you think you are?” traces the family tree 
of certain celebrity figures and you can see some of the characteristics these 
celebrities have inherited. Even in the eyes of the great prophet Samuel, David 
would not have been his choice as King until God tells him a little more about 
His selection process. Hundreds of years later Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians; “But 
God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly of this world 
and the despised things - and the things that are not - to nullify the things that 
are, so that no-one may boast before Him.” Rahab helped pave the way for 
Joshua to finally lead the people of Israel into the promised land. But she was a 
foreigner and a prostitute. The loving Ruth would not leave her Jewish mother-
in-law, Naomi but she too was a foreigner. 
Every single Bible Hero was flawed in some way, every one, David was no 
exception. He looked after Jesse’s sheep, he was really musical, he could dance 
and sing. He could write poetry. When confronted with what seemed 
unassailable odds in the form of the giant Goliath, he did not falter. He was a 
loyal and faithful friend. He was an adulterer. He was a murderer. With the help 
of his mistress; Bathsheba, who became his wife, although he was never quite 
the same again, he accepted God’s forgiveness. He wanted to be the one to 
build a Temple for the Lord his God, but accepted that that was not going to be 
him but then helped prepare his son Solomon for that task. 
We are who we are and we obviously inherit characteristics from our families. 
David was imbued with the faithfulness of his great grandmother Rahab and the 
love of his grandmother Ruth. He leaned on his wife Bathsheba through all the 
trials and tribulations life threw at him. The death of children, the 
disappointment of being let down. The jealousy of others. 
Centuries later David’s namesake became the Patron Saint of Wales. Although 
he urged others to not forget to do the little things in life, he did much to not 
only spread the Gospel throughout Wales but also into England and even 
France. King David always seemed a larger than life character perhaps not 
renowned for doing the little things in life. Both men, however loved their God. 
Both men, Bible heroes in their own different ways were flawed. Our inherited 
characteristics affect the way we conduct ourselves BUT we do not need to be a 
David to serve our Lord. We do not  need to be a David to have the Spirit of the 
Lord come upon us in power. 
 
Love, 
Alan and Cora 
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Recycling in partnership with Petersfield Infants' School 
 This is to remind you that there is now a collection box in the vestibule (on the 
right hand side as you come in through the main outside doors) for small items 
that can be taken to Petersfield Infants School for recycling.  The items needed 
are: 
 Used batteries 

 Empty Pringles tubes 

 Empty toothpaste tubes, used toothbrushes, and toothbrush heads 

 Empty crisp packets 

 Plastic trigger heads from cleaning products 

 Used pens 

 Used stamps - we will also continue to collect these for the Leprosy Mission 

 ANY colour plastic milk bottle tops 

 Unwanted spectacles (without the cases) 
All these items help raise money for Petersfield Infants School, except the used 
stamps which raise funds for Canine Partners and the spectacles which raise 
money for the Lions Club of Petersfield 'Sight For Life' initiative. 
A big thank you to those of you who have already been supporting this venture 
If you have any queries, please see Hannah Thomas or David Barton. 
 
 

Eat seasonally 
Eco-warriors who lead protest marches may have good intent, but what are they 
doing at home?  Are they block-paving their gardens or eating avocados, for 
example? 
Alan Titchmarsh, writing in his recent column in Gardeners’ World, points out: 
“We cannot berate members of the Royal family and global superstars for flying 
hither and yon in private jets if we buy strawberries in January, for they, too, will 
have necessitated the burning of fossil fuel to reach our table.” 
Titchmarsh says that if we really want to make a difference, we should eat 
seasonally.  “I yearn for a return to …. English apples and pears in autumn and 
winter, strawberries and raspberries in summer, and asparagus from April to 
June. 
Alan is concerned “about the growing consumption of avocados, which is 
causing the destruction of Mexican rainforests to make way for avocado 
plantations.”  So instead of avocados this month, why not consider some 
artichoke, beetroot, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage (both Savoy and white), 
carrots, chicory, cauliflowers, endives, fennel, or spinach, to name but a few of 
the vegetables in season in March? 
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Thank you from Fiona 
Dear church family, as the beautiful flowers begin to fade, having enjoyed them 
for the last 3 weeks, I want to say thank you for them. Thank you too for the JFC 
big card, adorned by so much careful cutting and pasting with flowers, 
butterflies and hearts, and for the church family butterfly card, with so many 
kind words. Last but not least, the beautiful picture of Petersfield Lake sunset 
with swan looks perfect up on my study wall. Thank you for being so kind, 
thoughtful and generous towards me as I stepped down from JFC!   Love from 
Fiona Darling 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

... and a huge 'thank you' to you, Fiona, for looking after the JFC so well over 
the years. 

 

 
From the editors ... 
After the lack of a February Messenger, we are particularly pleased to welcome 
you to this March edition.  With Lent (including Mothering Sunday) occurring 
during this month, there are articles relevant to these occasions.  There are also 
a wide variety of other articles which we hope you are enjoying and finding 
uplifting as appropriate.  as ever, a big thank you to all those who have 
contributed - do keep sending in those articles! 
Keith and Mary 
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News from the Missens 
Below are extracts from Alan & Sue's Christmas newsletter... 
 
 Sue ...We have had quite a year and of course none of it has been boring. I think 
the first four months of the year were spent continuing with my counselling 
business and preparing to go away from the beginning of May until the 
beginning of August. My counselling and supervision business is thriving and I 
have as much work as I need and want most of the time.  
Then I had been doing the second semester of a Post Graduate Certificate in 
Professional Supervision. It turned out to be way more work than was 
reasonable. I finished within a couple of days of departure for England.  
The time in England and Bavaria was really great.. We flew into Munich and then 
took the train down to a small village called Aschau which is near Prien on Lake 
Chiemsee. Another two weeks in our usual place down on the Bavarian/Austrian 
border which always includes lots of walking, and of course kuchen (cake) 
eating.  We spent our time in England visiting some new places. We took the 
rain with us to some places, particularly Cornwall.  One highlight was the 
Margate tunnels, used during the war by the locals to protect from falling 
bombs. Derbyshire and Yorkshire were great fun as was a visit to England’s 
smallest county – Rutland. We spent some weeks staying with my cousin in the 
north of England and Alan did quite a bit of preaching in Southport  
 
Alan... In mid-January I drew back from my strong involvement with Kaikoura 
and began a two year half-time "Stated Supply" with three Hurunui churches in 
Amberley, Hawarden, and Cheviot. All are quite small and elderly, with about 
seven folk in the Amberley congregation in their nineties--and still active! I 
usually take services three times a month.  
Apart from our wonderful three months in Germany and UK we have enjoyed 
several stays at our caravan in Cromwell, which has recently relocated to a 
permanent site at the Bannockburn Domain Campground. I have also enjoyed 
several trips to Haldane's crib in Granity that have included battling a mice 
attack, repairing the back of the fireplace with fire bricks, and replacing the back 
roof. Other weekend stays in Kaikoura, Cheviot, and visits to Cambridge and to 
Wellington have all been most enjoyable. We also enjoyed having two of our 
grandchildren-down with us for a week of the last school holidays.  
with our warmest greetings and wishes for a fabulous Christmas and New Year.  
Love and blessings from us both.  
Alan and Sue 
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90th BIRTHDAY PARTY 
2020 brings a significant birthday for at least four of 

us in this church - and, I believe, mine happens to 
be the first.  Although it has become usual to 

celebrate any birthdays ending in an ‘0’ (and a few 
others as well) this one seems extra special, since I accept I shall probably not 
get to the one ending in '00' - and I am not sure I want to if it brings increasing 

frailty and dependence.  I’d rather go out with a bang than a whimper! 
Nevertheless, it is an occasion for (moderate) celebration, so I invite my friends 

in this church to join me and my family for an 
Afternoon Tea in the CFC 

on Saturday March 21st between 4 - 6 pm 
There will probably be other good friends living locally who will be able to join 

us.  Feel free to drop in for 10 /  15 minutes or for as long as you like.  There 
might even be a cake to cut and share around 5 pm? 

And please, don’t even think about presents;  it’s your presence which will 
matter to me, on what I hope (with Val Hart’s able assistance) will be a relaxed 

and happy occasion for all. 
Joyce Perry 

 
Many happy returns to Joyce and all others who celebrate birthdays this 
month. 
 
 
 

World Day of Prayer – a women-led global ecumenical movement 
 

Theme: - “Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk”.  
Prepared by Christian women of Zimbabwe 
 
Come along for a service focusing on peace, 
reconciliation and love and be part of a 24-
hour wave of prayer across 
the world. 
 

Do join us at College Street at 12 noon on Friday 6th March 
2020.  All are welcome. The service will be followed by 
refreshments.  
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Petersfield Rotas March 2020  
 

 

Thank you! 
Thank you to you all for your prayers, flowers and support to my husband, 
Gordon, and me following his stroke in August.  After a slow start, he is now 
progressing well.  The devotion of care at QA hospital, followed by their stroke 
team of Physios and our GP have been exemplary. 
We are so grateful to you all. 
Best wishes from Maureen and Gordon Gilbert. 

 
 

 

It is much more dignified to say we’re moving in cycles rather than running 
around in circles, although it comes to about the same thing. 
Experience is that marvellous thing that enables you to recognise a mistake 
when you make it again. 
 

Sunday March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29 

Stewards  Doreen Lewis 
& Mary Fair 

(am) 
Robin Ive 

(pm)  

Janet 
Clemmy &   

David 
Darling 

 Mandy 
Martin & 

Kitty 
Rohrbach   

Sylvia 
Bressey & 

Gwen 
Peake 

Ron Wing 
& Eric 

Skipper 
 
 
 

Welcomer Alan Jones Graham 
Fountain 

Wendy 
Cassar 

Anne Glenn Steve 
Glenn 

Elder  Julie Pejnovic 
(am) 

Carol Tubbs 
(pm) 

Peter 
Smith 

Mike 
Pennicotte-

Henrie 

John Lewis Val 
Torrance 

Communion 
Servers 

Carol Tubbs  Mike 
Pennicotte-

Henrie &  
John Lewis 

  

AV David Darling Keith 
Evans 

John Lewis Carolyn 
Barton 

Norbert 
Szekely 

Flowers Val Hart & 
Brenda 
Hennah 

Sue Bone  Richard & 
Mavis 

Marlow 

Nan 
Lattimer 
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Petersfield Church Calendar – March 2020 
 
 

Sunday 1 11 am Ron Wing & team 

6.30 pm Rev Alice Wood  (Holy Communion) 

Monday 2 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

8pm Prayer Time CFC 

Tuesday 3 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

7.30 pm Elders' Meeting  CFC 

Wednesday 4 10 am Prayer meeting CFC 

Friday 6 12 noon World Day of Prayer  

Saturday 7 8 am Menunited Men's Breakfast Hurst Barn 

Sunday 8 11 am The Minister 

Monday 9 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

7 pm Alpha Course and Prayer CFC 

Tuesday 10 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

7.30 pm Women's Fellowship CFC 

Wednesday 11 10 am Prayer meeting CFC 

7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group  Cremorne Place 

Thursday 12 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 9 Bowen Lane 

8 pm Home Fellowship Group 12 Geddes Way 

Friday 13 2.30 pm Tea on the Terrace CFC 

Sunday 15 11 am The Minister (Holy Communion & welcome to new 
members) 

Monday 16 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

7 pm Alpha Course and Prayer CFC 

Tuesday 17 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

2 pm Connie's Handicraft Group  CFC 

Wednesday 18 10 am Prayer meeting CFC 

Friday 20 10 am Friday Fellowship CFC 

6 for 6.30 pm Beetle Drive in aid of YUM CFC 

Sunday 22 11 am All Age Worship team in CFC 

Monday 23 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

7 pm Alpha Course and Prayer CFC 

Tuesday 24 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

7.30 pm Church Meeting CFC 

Wednesday 25 10 am Prayer meeting CFC 

7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group  Cremorne Place 

Thursday 26 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 9 Bowen Lane 

8 pm Home Fellowship Group 12 Geddes Way 
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Sunday 29 11 am David Smith (Havant) 

2.30 pm Forest church. Meet at Petersfield Heath Main car 
park.  

Monday 30 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday 31 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 
 

Liss Church Calendar – March 2020 
 

Sunday 1 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 2 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 3 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 4 10 am & 1.30 pm NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 7 8 am Menunited Men's 
Breakfast 

Hurst Barn 

Sunday 8 9.30 am Morning Worship The Minister 

Monday 9 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 10 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 11 10 am & 1.30 pm NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 14 8.30 am LCWT Prayer Breakfast To be advised 

Sunday 15 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 16 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 17 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 18 10 am & 1.30 pm NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 22 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 23 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 24 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 25 10 am & 1.30 pm NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 29 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 30 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 31 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 
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Be kind ... 
 
With so much uncertainty in our world … times have never been more unclear. 
So what can we hold on to? Well for me it is the knowledge of God’s love and 
forgiveness. As children of Christ we are told to love one another as yourself and 
forgive our enemies. Easier said than done I hear you cry, but if we have God in 
our lives then we can take comfort in his word. 2 Corinthians 13 v 11 Finally, 
brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, 
be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. So 
where do we start with this? Well it can only start with us, if you can forgive the 
wrong doings of others that’s great. But if you cannot forgive yourself, how will 
we be able to be made new and get the free gift of peace in our lives!!!  It is so 
hard to let go of all we have done and said to others, the hurt we have caused 
we hold on to. And it becomes a barrier or crutch, it stops us from being who 
God wants us to be. How can we be free when we carry so much baggage 
around? God forgave all our sins. His blood was shed so we could have a 
relationship with him. He knew us before we were born, he knows our thoughts 
and what is in our hearts. So, if you need to let things go, I hope and pray you’ll 
be kind to yourself. I hope you will start to forgive yourself because the people 
you love already have.  We can’t change the past but we can learn from it. All of 
us are a work in progress. But like a pebble thrown into the water the ripples 
reach a wide area, so by showing love, kindness and forgiveness to one another, 
we can make the world a wonderful place. So be kind my friends, be kind. 
 
Jo Hopkins 
 

This article appeared in the Faith Comment column of the Petersfield Post on 
20 February. 

 

 

Real Easter Eggs celebrate their 10th birthday! 
The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010. It was a struggle, as the supermarkets 
turned down the idea. It was left to churches and schools to place orders and 
fund the making of The Real Easter Egg.  Ten years on, more than a million eggs 
have been sold, with over 750,000 eggs sent through the post directly to 
customers. The rest have been sold through retailers and supermarkets. 
Nearly £275,000 has been donated to charitable projects with Fairtrade 
Premium fees paid to farmers allowing them to buy everything from school-
books and solar panels to providing fresh water. 

Read more or order at www.realeasteregg.co.uk 

http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk/
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Was there a Flood? 
The Critics have said that the Epic of Gilgamesh is the latest tablet of the flood 
being about 7th century BC, and it is a jumble of facts that the critics show as a 
myth that the flood never took place. 
 
Between 1889 and 1900 the university of Pennsylvania carried out a dig in the 
area of Babylon at Nippur. One of  the fragments was encrusted with  nitre 
crystals, so was boxed up and sent back to the University. The Leader of the dig 
was Professor Hermann Volrath Hilprecht, and he cleaned off the nitre crystals 
and stumbled across a remarkable tablet. The tablet CBM 13532 was dated 
about 2348 BC, 150 years or so from the Flood. 
The tablet reads:-  The springs of the deep will I open. A flood will I send which 
will affect all mankind at once. But seek thou deliverance before the flood 
breaks forth, for over all living beings, however many they are, will I  bring 
annihilation, destruction, ruin. Take wood, and pitch, and build a large Ark 
complete with a strong roofing. The animals of the fields, the birds of the air and 
the reptiles, two of each.  
The Professor substituted the Ark for a Houseboat as he thought that his 
colleagues would not accept what he had accomplished. They hoped that it 
would be forgotten by silence, as they did not believe in the flood. 
 
Jesus also mentions the flood in Matthew 24 verse 37. “As in the days of Noah, 
so it will be at the coming of the son of man. For in the days before the flood, 
people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day 
Noah entered the Ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until 
the flood came and took them all away”.  
It is also mentioned in 2 Peter 2 verse 5, so that is why the critics  are wrong                                                                                                                       
Robin Ive 
 
 
 

The Way of the Cross 
‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
daily and follow Me.’ (Luke 9: 23) 
These words of Jesus are spoken at a turning point in the gospel. Jesus 
challenges the disciples about His identity and their commitment to Him: ‘who 
do the crowds say I am?’ (18). It is at this point that He ‘resolutely set out for 
Jerusalem’ (9:51). On our journey through Lent, as we look to events of Good 
Friday and Easter, what are our priorities as Jesus’ disciples to be? 
 
 



Page 24 
 

To deny ourselves: this means to saying No to ourselves and Yes to God, as we 
humbly submit our will to His. Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane ‘not 
My will but Yours be done.’ (Luke 22:42). It means putting Jesus first in 
everything: our work, family, ambitions, possessions, marriage, finance and 
future. We will not be guided by self-interest, but by allowing God to show us 
how to live in His way. 
To take up our cross: this reminds us that the disciple is not immune from 
suffering, as we follow Jesus along the way of cross. Just as He carried His cross 
to Golgotha, we cannot avoid experiencing suffering in a fallen world. Every day 
we are to live in way that demonstrates to everyone that we have died to 
ourselves, our selfish ways and ambitions, and seek to live for God. It means 
breaking old selfish habits and ways of thinking, as we allow God to renew us by 
His Spirit. 
In all of this we cannot lose, because like Jesus, it is only through death that we 
find God’s new life. ‘He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that 
which he cannot lose.’ (Jim Elliot) 
 
 

22 March – Mothering Sunday  
There is an old Jewish saying:  God could not be everywhere, and therefore He 
made mothers. 
Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods – our human mothers – all of 
them have been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’ – as the fourth 
Sunday in Lent is affectionately known.  It has been celebrated in the UK since at 
least the 16th century. 
In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to honour Cybele, 
Mother of all the Gods.  Other pagan festivals in honour of Mother Earth were 
also celebrated.  With the arrival of Christianity, the festival became one 
honouring Mother Church. 
During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen or working as 
‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holiday a year on which to visit their 
families – which is how ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its name.  This special day 
became a day of family rejoicing, and the Lenten fast was broken.  In some 
places the day was called Simnel Day, because of the sweet cakes called simnel 
cakes traditionally eaten on that day. 
In recent years the holiday has changed and in many ways now resembles the 
American Mothers’ Day, with families going out to Sunday lunch and generally 
making a fuss of their mother on the day. 
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Books of the Bible  
 
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the word 
of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  This month 
we are focusing on  ...  Zechariah 
 

 What type of book is it?  narrative and prophecy 

 Who wrote it?  Zechariah 

 When was it written?  approx. 520-480 BC  
 
A contemporary of Haggai, Zechariah also shared God's word to the people to 
encourage them with rebuilding the temple.  Further, Zechariah shared God's 
message to the people about the coming of Christ as Messiah and later, his final 
return. God spoke to Zechariah directly and also used a number of visions to explain 
His message.  . 

 
 
 
 

What Psalm 23 is really all about 
The Lord is my Shepherd – THAT’S RELATIONSHIP! 
I shall not want – THAT’S SUPPLY! 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures – THAT’S REST! 
He leadeth me beside still waters – THAT’S REFRESHMENT! 
He restoreth my soul – THAT’S HEALING! 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness – THAT’S GUIDANCE! 
For his name sake – THAT’S PURPOSE! 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death – THAT’S TESTING! 
I will fear no evil – THAT’S PROTECTION! 
For thou art with me – THAT’S FAITHFULNESS! 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me – THAT’S DISCIPLINE! 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies – THAT’S 
HOPE! 
Thou anointest my head with oil – THAT’S CONSECRATION! 
My cup runneth over – THAT’S ABUNDANCE! 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life – 
THAT’S BLESSING! 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord – THAT’S SECURITY! 
Forever – THAT’S ETERNITY! 
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For our younger readers ...   
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Wordsearch  
 
Lent lasts for 40 days.  Sundays in Lent are ‘oases’; as Sunday is never a day of 
fasting, but a weekly celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.  Christians have 
used Lent as their ‘40 days in the wilderness’, when they set aside the 
indulgences of life and instead look inward, seeking spiritual renewal and 
growth.  Lent looks towards the Cross and the Empty Tomb, with the assurance 
of redemption and new life in Christ.  The daffodils in our gardens are golden 
trumpets to proclaim the wonderful message of Easter! The English word for 
Lent is not at all religious; it is an abbreviation of the Old English word ‘lencten’, 
or ‘lengthen’.  At last winter is over, and the days are getting longer… 
 
 
Lent 
Forty 
Days 
Sundays 
Fasting 
Weekly 
Celebration  
Resurrection 
Jesus 
Wilderness 
Indulgences 

Inward 
Spiritual 
Renewal 
Growth 
Cross 
Empty 
Tomb 
Redemption 
Daffodils 
Lencten

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

              
 
   Sudoku 
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News from the United Reformed Church 
items from the February edition of the Synod Newsletter 
 

Zambia Appeal  As you may be aware, Zambia is currently 
suffering from drought and food shortages.  The Lusaka Presbytery of the United 
Church of Zambia is the partner church of Wessex Synod and a few days ago 
Bishop Chomba wrote to the Synod World Church Group, saying: “The news 
here is really devastating. We have not had rains in some parts of the country 
which has resulted in hunger in most parts of southern and western Zambia.  
The church has been deeply involved. in a relief food program. We pray that 
God will bring partners on board, who will help us drive this relief program. 
Kindly remember us in prayer about the drought situation and for peaceful 
elections and calm in the country ." 
We have the opportunity, as a Synod to support our partner church by prayer 
and practical action.  At our Synod Meeting in March we will take up an offering 
for the work of UCZ. Can your church make a contribution?  
We hope that Wessex Trust will be able to match fund the amount donated by 
our churches, and when our Moderator goes out to Zambia at the beginning of 
April (as part of her Sabbatical), she will be able to deliver our gift in person. 
Meanwhile, let’s remember our sisters and brothers in Zambia in our prayers. 
 

Save the dates: September Area Gatherings 
Area Date Venue 

South West Monday 14th Salisbury 

North West Wednesday 16th Thatcham 
South East Monday 21st Petersfield 
North East Wednesday 23rd tbc 

Celebrating our World-wide Church  Our March 2020 Synod will have a Global 
and World Church theme. If you have a “good news” or thought-provoking story 
about your church’s link to an overseas congregation, please write a paragraph 
for us, and we will try to use it at Synod.   Contributions to 
clerk@urcwessex.org.uk 
Moderator’s Sabbatical  Clare will be on Sabbatical from 28th March until 1st 
July 2020 and on return will be taking up the role of Moderator of General 
Assembly as well as remaining Moderator of Wessex Synod.   
Save the Date – Synod Big Day Out 2021 URC Wessex Synod - Big Day Out Date: 
24th April 2021 Time:  11am till 5pm Venue: Hollycombe Steam Fair and 
Museum near Liss (Wessex Synod will have sole use of the whole site) 
Theme: Heroes and Villains More details to follow. 
 

mailto:clerk@urcwessex.org.uk
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Upcoming Synod events 
Bookings for all events and training courses to Ruth Heine at the Synod Office 

Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513 
Safeguarding Training – new date at Banbury URC  
A full day’s training for all those working with children, young people and adults 
at risk.  Important for Ministers and Elders.  Booking is essential.  Further info on 
the posters. 
At Maidenhead URC on Saturday 7 March 2020.  10am – 4pm. 
At London St URC, Basingstoke on Saturday 21 March 2020.  10am – 4pm. 
At Banbury URC The Haven on Saturday 25 April 2020.  10am – 4pm. 
At Shanklin URC, Isle of Wight on Saturday 2 May 2020.  10am – 4pm. 
At Salisbury URC, on Saturday 9 May 2020 (Bank holiday weekend).  10am – 
4pm. 
At Avenue St Andrew’s URC, Southampton on Saturday 16 May 2020.  10am – 
4pm. 
At Woking URC on two Thursday evenings (17/9/20 & 1/10/20).  7pm – 9.30pm.  
Participants must attend both sessions to complete the training and gain a 
certificate. 

Mission Shaped Church Day – places still available Saturday 28 March 2020 at 
Fleet URC.  10.30am – 3.30pm.  Guest speaker:  Linda Rayner.  Many of the 
churches we visit as Development and Support Officers are looking at how they 
can reach out more effectively to the community around them and have 
questions like; What are the issues for those living around us? What are their 
spiritual needs? How can we understand what kind of fellowship would help 
them?   
Elders’ Development Day  Saturday 13 June 2020 at London St URC, 
Basingstoke, RG21 7NU.  10am – 3pm. For serving Elders who would like a 
refresher and for new Elders.  The day will cover the following topics; Core 
Functions of Eldership, Mission, Pastoral Care, Prayer, Spirituality and Worship. 

Church Growth Day – bookings now open Saturday 20 June 2020 at London St 
URC, Basingstoke.  10am – 2pm. Speaker:  Revd John McGinley.  John McGinley 
has over 20 years of church leadership experience during which he has seen 
three church communities grow and plant or reinvigorate six new churches. His 
passion is helping individuals and churches to regain confidence to share the 
Gospel and he has published Mission Shaped Grace, a book of practices for 
missional living.  
Advance notice – dates for your diary 
For Lay Preachers – Saturday 16 May 2020 at Old Alresford Place. 
For Elders – Saturday 18 July 2020 at Sarum College. 

mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Safeguarding-Poster-Maidenhead-2020.pdf
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Safeguarding-Poster-Basingstoke.pdf
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Safeguarding-Poster-Banbury-URC-Haven-2020.pdf
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Safeguarding-Poster-Shanklin-2020.pdf
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Safeguarding-Poster-Salisbury-2020.pdf
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Safeguarding-Poster-Southampton-2020.pdf
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Safeguarding-Poster-Woking-2020-x2-evenings.pdf


Further details will be publicised in due course. 
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Lectionary Bible Readings for March 

 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 
website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.  

 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 

 

The deadline for the April Messenger is Sunday 15 March 2020.  Please e-mail, 
or hand deliver articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & Mary Evans, tel 01730 

235922 e-mail keithnmary@talktalk.net 
 

 
 

Children’s and Youth Events and Training 

Synod Youth weekends – save the dates 1 - 3 May 2020 and 13 - 15 November 2020. 
Two Synod youth weekends for ages 14 - 25 years.  Open to all, venues to be 
confirmed.  Email:  bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to register an interest. 

Wessex Summer Camps – save the date 17-19 July 2020 at Oakwood Activity Centre, 
Wokingham, RG40 3DA.  Once again there will be two camps.  RE:ONE for ages 8-11 
years and RE:TWO for ages 11–17 yrs. Further information to follow. 

 
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar March 

1 Oxford: Collinwood Road; Mere; Basingstoke: Christ Church Chineham 

8 Meeting of Synod; United Church Winchester 
15 Reading: Tilehurst; Waterside, Emsworth 

22 
Oxford: Marston; Christchurch: Somerford; Bishop’s Waltham United 
Free Church 

March 1 Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 

March 8 Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17;  
Matthew 17:1-9 

March 15 Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 

March 22 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

March 29 Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 

mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=24
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=24
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=24
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=24
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=26
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=26
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=26
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=26
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=27
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=27
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=27
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=27
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=28
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=28
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=28
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=28
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield : College Street, 
Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Liss : Hillbrow Road, 
 Liss GU33 7PX 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly 
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays 

Church & 
Community 

Worker 

Mrs Jo Hopkins 
01730 266475 

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com   

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

 

Website www.petersfieldurc.com   

 E-mail admin@petersfieldurc.com  

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 11 am with Junior 
Family Church  

Mornings at 9.30am 
(usually 2nd Sunday in the 
month only, but see Liss 

calendar inside for full details) 

Evening Worship at 6.30pm  
(1st Sunday in the month only) 

No evening Services 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

 
 

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples” 
 

 

mailto:minister@petersfieldurc.com
http://www.petersfieldurc.com/
mailto:admin@petersfieldurc.com
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