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From the Minister ... 
 

Dear friends, it’s hard to believe that this is our summer 
special messenger already. It’s even harder to believe it’s 
been 2 years since we arrived in Petersfield and was 
ordained as minister of Petersfield and Liss URC with the 
Beacon church over in Bordon, where have the months gone? Even though we 
have not physically met together since the middle of March, the church has 
been anything but closed. We have developed so many new initiatives and ways 
of working over the past few months, many of which we will continue to 
develop even when ‘normality’ resumes.  
 
I want to thank Peter Jolly for his article in last month’s messenger, he succinctly 
summed up a lot of my own thinking about how we find ourselves, a dispersed 
community, in exile from our buildings, yet still rejoicing in the Lord and seeing 
his good works all around us. I have experienced such a sense of community and 
family during this time and although I really miss meeting you all on a Sunday 
morning, it has been fantastic that so many of you have engaged in a different 
way of being church and that we have had a positive impact on our community 
through some of the new ways of worship we have pioneered over the previous 
months.  
 
The elders have recently had a number of conversations about how we go about 
re-opening our building when we are allowed to do so. One thing we are all 
agreed on is that we will not be rushing to do so if it risks putting people in 
danger of coming into contact with the virus. Instead, we will continue to invest 
in the areas we have been focused on over the last few months, we will 
continue to distribute acts of worship put together by the denomination, we will 
continue to keep in touch via our regular news sheet, we will continue to 
produce our own acts of worship in the form of Tea Time Worship and our 
evening communion session and of course, we will continue to remain in 
contact with all of our church family looking out for the needs of one another 
and serving each other however we can.  
 
Things, however, will start to look and feel a lot more familiar we hope. We have 
taken the decision to invest in upgrading our church internet provisions which 
will mean we have a lot more flexibility in recording and producing acts of 
worship from our church building which can be streamed into your homes. We 
will also be looking at new ways in which we can use our outside space which  
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we are incredibly blessed to have and when the time is right and the science and 
government advice allows, we will be continuing to talk about ways in which we 
can all come together as a family to worship together in new and in old ways.  
 
May God bless you all.  
Josh.  
 
 
 Why sometimes you need a broken heart 
 
There is a Hasidic tale which evokes Deuteronomy 11:18, and seems especially 
apt for now: 
‘The pupil comes to the rabbi and asks, “Why does Torah tell us to ‘place these 
words upon our hearts’? Why does it not tell us to place these holy words in our 
hearts?” 
‘The rabbi answers, “It is because as we are, our hearts are closed, and we 
cannot place the holy words in our hearts. So, we place them on top of our 
hearts. And there they stay, until, one day, the heart breaks, and the words fall 
in.”’ 
It’s often the case that our own breakthroughs seem to happen when we, 
ourselves, break open, isn’t it? 
This has been, without doubt, a time of breaking open; if not for us personally, 
then almost certainly for some of those we know and love. 
And we’re all affected, in different ways. We’ve all experienced disorientation. 
We’ve all lost direct contact with people we love. Many still have no physical 
contact with others. There’s a place for keeping calm and carrying on, but 
there’s time enough to honour sorrow, too. 
The words of the Aaronic blessing have flowed so beautifully through the world, 
in song, this season. So often, it’s 
when ‘all is well’ that we perceive 
God’s blessing in our lives. But how 
resonant, those words, from within 
a place where all is not? 
Perhaps we can treasure those 
words that may have rested gently 
on our hearts, awaiting the time 
they fall a little further into place. 
May we thus be open, within this 
historic opening. And may, indeed: 
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Hello everyone, 
 
Can you believe that we are at the double issue of the Messenger for the 
summer! Sometimes it feels as though it is only a tiny while since all this started 
and sometimes it feels as though about 2 years have gone by! 
 
Well, we are starting to look at how we will be “church” in the future. At elders’ 
in June we talked at length about how and when we will be able to resume 
services or use of the buildings. I don’t have any news I’m afraid, but I wanted 
you to know that we are thinking about things. Since the elders’ meeting the 
Government announced that Church buildings would be able to open for private 
prayer and immediately the URC produced a document giving their advice and 
guidelines. I’m sure that will be a focus of our July meeting. 
Josh asked a while back about what YOU have missed about how church was 
and also what you have not missed. It would be wonderful to have some 
feedback from you to help us with where we go from here. It would also be 
useful to know which of the things that have been going on during these strange 
times that you have found most valuable. I know I love sitting at 11.00 am on a 
Sunday and sharing the URC service, singing along to the hymns – if I know 
them!- and knowing that lots of you will be sharing the service as well – even if 
it is earlier, later or even on a different day. The Communion service on zoom on 
the first Sunday evening is also an absolute must for me. It has been lovely to 
see so many of you and share fellowship together even if it is remotely. 
 
Email me or ring me with any of your opinions or ideas about how we move 
forward. caroltubbs@ntlworld.com ) 01730 893489 or 07766 412160 
 
God bless you all – till we meet in person I send my love, 
Carol 
 

 
We forget that we do not inherit the earth from our parents, but we borrow it 
from our children. This world is not ours to despoil and destroy. It is the gift of 
God, and through its fecundity and beauty, is one of the chief ways in which God 
speaks to all nations. -Andrew Dotchin 
 

mailto:caroltubbs@ntlworld.com
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A Message from our Church and Community 
Worker...   

 
 
I was in the garden with my dog the other morning, it was 
early before the world was awake as I waited for my dog to 
sniff every blade of grass, I started looking around the 
garden. Two blue tits were singing from the guttering as I watched I thought 
how something so small could be so loud. The sun was already making patterns 
on the mossy lawn as I smiled in the warmth of the sun,  
 
I drifted off the garden and onto the nature of God and his plan for us. The gifts 
he has given each and every one of us and how we fit together to make Church. 
Who out of us is as loud as the blue tits shouting for all to hear about our 
Heavenly Father? Who’s like the sun, comforting and supporting those in need?  
 
We don’t know how or when we will be back in our Church. But I do know we 
are all church, in our homes when we going for our daily walks or whatever we 
do. It is so great to see one another on zoom, but let us be strong in the 
knowledge we are ALL making a difference with the gift God has given us. The 
gifts of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control.  
 
God is all around us please keep praying we don’t need a Church building to 
pray, God is with us everywhere. So pray and welcoming in the Holy Spirit to our 
lives. Take comfort that he is with us always. He rejoices in hearing our prayers 
he knows our every thought. Our Father will never leave us or forsake us. It says 
in Romans 15:13 NIV - May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Jo Hopkins 

 
 
 

 
 
Life is a journey that no one makes alone.  The more people you touch along the 
way, the more meaningful and rewarding your time. - Anon 
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A message from Emsworth ...  
 

This mystery has been kept in the dark for a long time, but now it is out in the 
open. God wanted everyone, not just the Jews, to know this rich and glorious 
secret inside and out, regardless of their background, regardless of their 
religious standing. The mystery in a nutshell is just this: Christ is in you, so 
therefore you can look forward to sharing in God’s glory. It’s that simple. 
 Colossians 1: 26 and 27 ( The Message) 
 
On the face of it Christ’s commands to us are straightforward. Let me take just 
three; Repent and believe; love one another as I have loved you; go into all the 
world and preach the good news to all creation. Words so easy to say and words 
we have heard so many times that maybe they have lost their impact on us. 
True repentance is more than just saying you are sorry; another word that’s 
easy to say. You know full well by the way some people say “Sorry” that they are 
not sorry at all. True repentance means you have an overwhelming sense of 
your wrongdoing. A deep and abiding shame and a conscience that is 
devastated. The truly wonderful news is that when you bow before Jesus in true 
repentance, your sins will be forgiven and you will be given permission to 
forgive yourself. To bow before Jesus is to believe in Him. The first stage in 
anyone’s journey with Christ is to truly repent and then to fully believe. 
 
To love and to be loved is the greatest experience anyone can have. But to love 
one another as Jesus loves us, surely that’s impossible? Jesus embraced those 
who had leprosy. Put up with and forgave His disciples who could be so 
exasperating at times. Whilst in the most severe agony known to man, forgave 
the Roman soldier who thrust his spear into His side as He gave up His life for us 
all on the cross. Could I possibly love like that? 
 
Mark, in his gospel recalls that Jesus, just before He ascended into heaven, told 
His disciples to preach the good news to all creation. Matthew, similarly, recalls 
Jesus saying; “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations”. How shall we do 
that as we are hardly able sometimes to witness for Christ in our local 
neighbourhoods?  
 
Well the key to this question and all the other thus far unanswered questions 
can be found in Luke’s version of Christ’s ascension when Jesus tells His 
disciples; “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth. 
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I missed singing at the top of my voice along with all my friends at Church, the 
Easter Hymn, “I serve a Risen Saviour”, which has as it’s chorus “He lives! He 
lives! Christ Jesus lives today. He walks with me, and talks with me along life’s 
narrow way. He lives! He lives salvation to impart. You ask me how I know He 
Lives, He lives within my heart.” Christ’s Spirit actually lives in us. The seemingly 
impossible commands are not impossible at all. Unfortunately we do not always 
believe this to be true.  
 
In these uncertain times there has been a surge of interest in the Church just at 
the time that our buildings are closed and “social distancing” seems to pull us 
away from people. We must not exercise that wonderful God-given gift of touch 
just when people need it the most. I wonder sometimes too, if our prayers 
sound more like those babbling, slightly metallic sounding rants we often see 
and hear on our television screens at news time, as the video, well “socially 
distant” conference calls provoke more interest in the interviewee’s home than 
what they are actually saying.  
 
If we truly believe that the Spirit of Christ lives within us then our prayers should 
not be “socially distant” at all. Jesus does not “do social distancing.” 
 It has been wonderful to see the Church take the lead in often difficult 
circumstances to offer love and care in Christ’s Name. Hundreds tune in to 
Services and other acts of worship in their own homes. Many more than would 
actually come to Church. Christians are at the forefront when it comes to 
looking after isolated neighbours and others who are in need. 
 
I am sure, with me that you yearn for the time that we can come together again 
to offer praise and worship to God in His house, but in the meantime we should 
be so thankful that we are still able to be 
faithful to His commands. It is a mystery 
that God does not want to lose anyone 
He has created, regardless of their 
background, regardless of their religious 
standing. The mystery in a nutshell is just 
this: Christ is in you, so therefore you can 
look forward to sharing in God’s glory. 
It’s that simple. 
 
Love,  
Alan and Cora 
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HIHCT Ride and Stride news 
 
The following is an extract from a letter from 
Geoffrey Wort  R+S County Coordinator HIHCT: 
  
Some good news is that last year we had 
another record year, raising just over £70,000 
for the historic churches of Hampshire. The 
Trust recognises that this is only possible 
because of the enthusiasm and dedication of 
Church Representatives and Area Coordinators 
and this is very much valued and appreciated. 
There is always a pressing need for funds to keep our historic churches in the 
condition we all wish for. 
  
This year’s Ride+Stride event is planned for 12th September and we are hoping 
that it can take place in some, probably slightly constrained form as so much 
else will be. It would be understandable if there was some reticence about 
hosting R+S visitors, so uptake could be patchy. On the other hand, by the 12th 
September, everyone will have had much more experience of practical Covid 
Security measures. But any lack of hospitality should not prevent participants 
from enjoying the countryside, towns and villages of Hampshire and its churches 
and their settings. 
 
Robin Hart 

 
 

 
From the editors ... 
Here we are at the July/August issue of the Messenger already!  Despite the 
lockdown, the weeks and months seem to have gone very quickly, and many of 
us have found great blessing and peace in this time when many of the everyday 
pressures of our previous lifestyles have been removed.  Others, though, have 
found life difficult and continue to do so, with the uncertainty of employment, 
health and finance.  Whatever your situation, we hope that you find the articles 
in this issue to be interesting, encouraging and uplifting.   
With thanks, as ever, to our contributors. 
Keep well and stay safe!  
 Keith and Mary 
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 We Will Meet When the Danger Is Over 
 
Following from  Josh's and Carol's articles on pages 2 and 4, the following was 
recently shared in a post on 'Daily Devotions from the URC'. 

 
The Rev'd Martyn Coe, who serves URC churches in Cumbria, has posted a link 
to a new John Bell hymn which was used at an Iona Community event recently.  
John has written some very moving words  The lyrics are powerful and express 
very powerfully what some have been feeling but not able to articulate: 
 
We Will Meet When the Danger Is Over 
John L Bell (C) Wild Goose Resource Group, The Iona Community 
 
We will meet when the danger is over, 
we will meet when the sad days are over; 
we will meet sitting closely together 
and be glad our tomorrow has come. 
 
We will join to give thanks and sing gladly, 
we will join to break bread and share wine; 
and the peace that we pass to each other 
will more than a casual sign. 
 
So let's make with each other a promise 
that when we've all come through is behind, 
we will share what we missed and find meaning 
in the things that once troubled our mind. 
 
Until then may we always discover 
faith and love to determine our way. 
That's our hope and God's will and our calling 
for our lives and for every new day. 
 

 
 
Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God's grace. 
And your best days are never so good that you're beyond the need of God's 
grace. - Anon 
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As fine silver… 
 
Malachi 3:3 says: “He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.” 
 
This verse puzzled some women in a Bible study. They got to wondering what 
this statement meant about the character and nature of God. One of the 
women offered to find out the process of refining silver and get back to the 
group at their next Bible Study. 
 
That week, the woman called a silversmith and made an appointment to watch 
him at work. She didn’t mention anything about the reason for her interest 
beyond her curiosity about the process of refining silver. 
 
As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and let it 
heat up. He explained that in refining silver, one needed to hold the silver in the 
middle of the fire where the flames were hottest, so as to burn away all the 
impurities. 
 
The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot, and then she 
thought again about the verse that says: “He sits as a refiner and purifier of 
silver.” She asked the silversmith if it was true that he had to sit there in front of 
the fire the whole time the silver was being refined. 
 
The man answered that yes, he not only had to sit there holding the silver, but 
he had to keep his eyes on the silver the entire time it was in the fire. If the 
silver was left a moment too long in the flames, it would be destroyed. The 
woman was silent for a moment. Then she asked the silversmith, “How do you 
know when the silver is fully refined?” 
 
He smiled at her and answered, “Oh, that’s 
easy – when I can see my image in it.” 
 
If today you are feeling the heat of the fire, 
remember that God has His eye on you and 
will keep watching you. His aim is not to 
abandon or destroy you, but to refine you – 
until He sees His image in you. 
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The Frailty of Life 
 
While the majority of people who contract Covid-19 survive, it reminds us that 
we are much more frail and weak than we like to think. 
 As the prophet Isaiah says: 
‘All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 
The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on 
them. Surely the people are grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the 
word of our God endures for ever.’ (Isaiah 40:6-8). 
Isaiah’s words really resonate at this time. In more normal times we can avoid 
facing up to our vulnerability, but this pandemic has forced us to recognise our 
weakness and fragility. 
However, this shouldn’t lead us to despair or fear; rather it is an opportunity to 
worship and praise for His constancy and care. In Peter’s first letter he quotes 
this passage from Isaiah and says, ‘For you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of 
God’ (1 Peter 1:23). Peter contrasts our mortality with the eternal Word of God, 
which bring us new birth and life through the power of the Spirit. Jesus died for 
our sins and rose again to make us right with God, so that through faith in Him 
we can know eternal life. We don’t need to be afraid of our frailty, for God is a 
dependable foundation on which to build our lives and face eternity. 
‘We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree. And wither and perish, but 
nought changeth Thee.’ (Immortal, invisible, Walter C Smith). 
 

 

One in 20 starts praying since coronavirus began 
 
Is the nation turning to God in prayer? Well, not quite yet, but recent research 
from Tearfund has shown that prayer is more common than many would think, 
with just under half (44%) of UK adults saying that they pray, and one in twenty 
(5%) saying they have started praying during the lockdown. 
In Augustine’s prayer are the words, ‘You have made us for yourself, and our 
hearts are restless until they find their rest in you’. Could it be that as the noise 
and busyness of normal life have subsided, restlessness has started to surface 
and, faced with new fears and uncertainties, hearts have started to turn to God? 
Let this research give you a new courage to offer to pray for people you know 
who are struggling, or invite them to watch an online service. And let’s also turn 
our prayers and actions beyond our immediate horizons to remember that we 
are part of a global community. 



Page 12 
 

 

 
 

For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more 
Missions each month.  If you support a mission that has any information and 
prayer updates, please send these to the editors so that they can be included  

 

 

Christian Aid’s concern for women during 
Covid-19 
 
The ACT Alliance, a network of 135 faith-based 

actors and churches operating in 120 countries, has called attention to the 
gendered dimension of Covid-19.  It is urging that the international community, 
including churches and religious organisations, should take this into account. 
 
Women are afforded fewer rights than men worldwide, and although the 
disease itself might cause higher mortality amongst men, it is clear that the 
social impacts of Covid-19 will impact women the most. 
 
Women living in poverty do not have the ability to take time off work, do not 
have adequate access to housing to self-isolate, and cannot stockpile provisions. 
Poor women, girls and vulnerable groups are least likely to be able to access 
healthcare and treatment. The situation will be critical for women migrant 
workers, women on the move and those living in refugee camps or slums. 
 
Daniela Varano, Communications Officer at ACT Alliance said: “Domestic 
violence cases have risen dramatically as women and girls across most countries 
have been quarantined, often with their abusers. It is crucial that all 
governments put in place affirmative actions and inclusive policies that level the 
playing field.” 
 
ACT Alliance, together with its 
members, has launched a Global 
Appeal to support the most 
marginalised communities during 
this crisis. 
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More killings in Nigeria  
 
A recent report from Nigeria 
claims the latest attacks by Fulani 
militants killed 620 Christians in 
the first five months of 2020. 
 
The report, by the International Society for Civil Liberties & Rule of Law (ISCLRL), 
follows an attack on the Christian village of Gonan Rogo, which claimed 17 lives, 
including a father, mother and their three young children. 
 
The report supports claims by partners of UK-based Release International that 
the attacks are growing and have the characteristics of an undeclared jihad 
against Christians. 
 
The ISCLRL, an NGO, claims 32,000 Christians have been killed by Islamist 
militants since 2009. The United Nation puts the figure killed in the conflict in 
northern Nigeria at 27,000. 
 
One of the latest attacks was against the Baptist village of Gonan Rogo in 
Kaduna State. Armed Fulani militants waited until around midnight on May 12 
until the villagers were asleep then set upon them with guns and knives. 
 
According to Release’s sister organisation Voice of the Martyrs (USA), the attack 
on Gonan Rogo was part of a wave of 13 assaults by Fulani militants on villages 
in Kaduna and Plateau states. 
 
‘The Nigerian government is at best ineffective, at worst reluctant, to prevent 
these attacks,’ says Release CEO Paul Robinson. ‘Christians in Nigeria have faced 
an onslaught by Boko Haram terrorists. Now they are having to endure even 
more deadly attacks by armed Fulani militants. How many more Christian 
villagers have to die before Nigeria’s military and police take effective action?” 

 
 
 
 

Prayer is not an argument with God to persuade Him to move things our way, 
but an exercise by which we are enabled by His spirit to move things His way. - 
Anon 
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Books of the Bible  
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the word 
of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  This month 
we are focusing on  ...  Luke 
 

 What type of book is it?  Gospel narrative 

 Who wrote it?  Luke 

 When was it written?  approx. 60 AD  
 
Luke was a doctor and historian who travelled with Paul to Macedonia.  His gospel is 
the most comprehensive and focuses on facts, healings, miracles and prayer.  The 
gospel is addressed to the Gentiles everywhere and Luke emphasises that he heard 
the details of what he wrote from those who were there with Jesus during His 
ministry.  Jesus is described as 'The son of man' on a number of occasions to show 
that as well as His divine nature, there was also a very human compassionate side to 
Him. 
 

 
 
 

 
Do you need a new pain killer? 
Do you ever take pain killers? If so, do you take one for your shoulder, and 
another one for you knee? Of course not. Once the painkiller enters your 
bloodstream, it goes everywhere, soothing and damping down the pain, 
and hitting all the right spots. 
God works a bit like that on the pain in our lives. He has a prescription for 
ALL the problem areas of our lives. Most of us carry emotional scars, or a 
burden, or some heartache, around with us.  It may be the trauma of loss, 
or it may be anxiety for our family. It may be uncertainty over our jobs, and 
our futures. 
Whatever it is, God offers us a prescription to help the pain. The psalmist 
writes: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 
(Psalm 46:1) Jesus added: “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 
This kind of help is real and immediate and there for the asking. We don’t 
have to put up with our dis-ease and struggle alone. God, our heavenly 
Father, is only a prayer away.  Not just twice a day, after meals, but 
whenever we need him. 
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For our younger readers ...   
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Crossword  
 

Across 
1  ‘I pray that out of his 
glorious — he may 
strengthen you with 
power through his 
Spirit in your inner 
being’ (Ephesians 3:16) 
(6) 
4  ‘Saul’s father Kish 
and — father Ner were 
sons of Abiel’ (1 Samuel 
14:51) (6) 
7  ‘Praise the Lord, O 
my — ’ (Psalm 103:1) 
(4)  
8  See 5 Down  
9  Laws (1 Kings 11:33) 
(8)  
13 ‘Who of you by worrying can — a single hour to his life?’ (Luke 12:25) (3)  
16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)  
17 ‘Your young men will see visions, your — men will dream dreams’ (Acts 2:17) 
(3) 
19 How David described his Lord (Psalm 19:14) (8)  
24 ‘If this city is built and its — — restored, you will be left with nothing in 
Trans-Euphrates’ (Ezra 4:16) (5,3)  
25 ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able to make you — for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4)  
26 Intended destination of arrows (Lamentations 3:12) (6)  
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6) 
Down 
1  ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find — for your souls’ 
(Matthew 11:29) (4) 
2  Where Peter was when he denied Christ three times (Luke 22:55) (9) 
3  Remarkable early 20th-century Indian evangelist, a convert from Hinduism, — 
Sundar Singh (5) 
4  ‘Now the king had put the officer on whose — — leaned in charge of the gate’ 
(2 Kings 7:17) (3,2) 

 



Page 18 
 

5  and 8 Across The Lover describes this facial feature of the Beloved thus: 
‘Your — is like the tower of Lebanon looking towards — ’ (Song of Songs 7:4) 
(4,8)  
6  ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled — your waist’ (Ephesians 6:14) 
(5) 
10 Trout (anag.) (5)  
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14) (5)  
12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 10:3) (5)  
13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin (Numbers 26:38) (9)  
14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who — bread into the bowl with 
me”’ (Mark 14:20) (4)  
15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)  
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)  
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)  
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)  
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)  
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king of the Babylonians, was one 
(Daniel 5:31) (4) 
 
 
Solutions on page 22 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

           
 

 Sudoku  
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Wordsearch  - St Mary Magdalene, the woman with a past 
 
It is easy to understand the popularity of Mary Magdalene over the centuries: 
she is the patron saint both of repentant sinners and of the contemplative life.  
Jesus drove seven demons from Mary, who came from near Tiberius in Galilee. 
Mary has also sometimes been identified with the woman who anointed Christ’s 
feet in the house of Simon.  She became His follower to the bitter end. She 
followed Him to Jerusalem and was present during the crucifixion, standing 
heart-broken at the foot of the cross. Her love for Jesus did not end there, for 
she went to the tomb to anoint His body on the Sunday morning.  Such faithful, 
humble devotion was richly repaid; it gave her a unique privilege among all 
mankind: she was the first person to whom the Risen Lord appeared on Easter 
Sunday morning. She thought He was the gardener at first.  Jesus told Mary to 
go to His disciples and tell them about His return to Heaven. She was obedient 
and became the first emissary of the resurrection. In those days, the witness of 
a woman was worthless. Despite ridicule, Mary had the courage to speak about 
Jesus in a place of great disbelief. 
  
 
 
 
Mary 
patron 
repentant 
sinners 
contemplative 
life 
seven 
demons 
Tiberius 
galilee 
anoint 
feet 
follower 
end 
Jerusalem 
Crucifixion 

foot 
cross 
tomb 
body 
morning 
faithful 
humble 
devotion 
privilege 
mankind 
risen 
appeared 
easter 
gardener 
disciples  
return  

 
obedient  
resurrection  

 
witness  
courage
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News from the United Reformed Church 
items from the June edition of the Synod Newsletter 
 
New reality, same mission The URC announce the 
launch of a new URC resource booklet ‘New reality, same 
mission: A stimulus to renewed community engagement as we emerge from the 
pandemic’. The booklet can be downloaded via this link:  
https://urc.org.uk/images/Communications/docs/New-reality-same-Mission.pdf 
How can we respond to the current crises, in how our money is used? The 
churches, and we as individual Christians, are being asked to respond to the 
challenges of the current Coronavirus pandemic and the accelerating global 
warming crisis by taking actions to reflect our professed values, and  to review 
how our money is being used in various ways in relation to these issues, and act 
accordingly. If so, have a look at the article on the Synod website at the 
following link: How we can change the way our money is used article  
Two Prayers for Churches To help our congregations lift up global concerns 
during this pandemic season  Provided by the World Church Group Prayers for 
Zambia by Nigel Appleton  During this season of pandemic — a prayer for 
Wessex Synod by Ana Gobledale  Available at the link below:  
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/prayers-for-the-churches-of-wessex-synod/ 
Life after the Storm  The Lincolnshire Methodist District has produced a 
resource called “Life after the storm” which provides some interesting biblical 
reflection material, along with practical matters around how we are church in 
the light of the Covid-19 pandemic. You may find parts of it helpful to use 
alongside the URC’s “New Normal” publication. You can find it at 
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Life-after-the-
Storm.pdf 
Good News Story from Guildford URC  Guildford URC is unusual in having a 
resident Caretaker, Andrew Lee.  When the organisers of the London Marathon 
challenged fundraisers to find other ideas Andrew came up with a special event 
for Christian Aid Week: the Lockdown Marathon – 26 miles indoors in Guildford 
URC!  On Tuesday 12 May he completed 439 (and a half) circuits of the building, 
in just under 10 hours.  He said I hadn’t foreseen quite how difficult this would 
be but the result was well worth the pain and I really appreciated all the moral 
support from well-wishers during the day.  He raised the staggering total of 
nearly £6200.  Congratulations, Andrew! 
A reminder to: Save the Date – Synod Big Day Out 2021  
URC Wessex Synod - Big Day Out  Date:  24th April 2021  Time: 11am till 5pm 
Venue: Hollycombe Steam Fair and Museum near Liss (Wessex Synod will have 
sole use of the whole site) Theme: Heroes and Villains More details to follow. 

https://urc.org.uk/images/Communications/docs/New-reality-same-Mission.pdf
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/how-we-can-change-the-way-our-money-is-used-in-the-current-crises-we-face/
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/prayers-for-the-churches-of-wessex-synod/
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Life-after-the-Storm.pdf
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Life-after-the-Storm.pdf


Page 21 
 

Children’s and Youth Events and Training 
Mental Health First Aid training – update People who are furloughed by their 
employer are allowed to take part in training. 
Mental Health First Aid Awareness training. This four-hour course is now 
available online. There are places available on Wednesday 15 July, 9am – 1pm.  
The closing date for bookings is Friday 3rd July. An online replacement for the 2-
day certificated course is now available across four afternoon sessions with 
some self-study in between.  If you are interested in qualifying as a Mental 
Health First Aider, please let me know: your name will be added to a waiting list 
and you will be informed of the next set of dates.  Wessex Synod covers the 
cost, so the training is free to participants from member churches. 
Safeguarding Training – update  We are starting to roll out the safeguarding 
training online across three sessions.  The first course is full but there will be 
new dates coming soon: these will be publicised in the usual ways.  If you are 
interested in attending, please contact me so that your name can be added to a 
waiting list. Looking further ahead, it is not yet clear when in-person training can 
resume.  Possibly at Woking URC on two Thursday evenings (17 September and 
1st October 2020). 7pm – 9.30pm. We will confirm nearer the time whether this 
training can take place.  Participants must attend both sessions to complete the 
training. 
At Fleet URC on Saturday 6 February 2021.  10am – 4pm. 
Trialogue – new weekly online YouTube broadcast for 16 to 25 year olds 
Every Thursday at 7pm.  URC Youth are very excited to launch a new weekly 
online live YouTube broadcast called ‘Trialogue’.  Aimed at 16 to 25 year olds, 
each session will explore a theme alongside a Bible passage, providing a spring 
board for further discussion and reflection.  3 Panellists, 3 Questions, 3 Values.  
Further information and the link to join the discussions  
https://urc.org.uk/events-and-opportunities 
Wessex Summer Camps – postponed to July 2021 We are sorry that Wessex 
Summer Camps had to be postponed this year, but we are excited about 
running them again next year at Oakwood Activity Centre, Wokingham. 
The Big Speak Out – online24 – 26 July 2020.  The residential event for 11 to 18 
year olds has had to be postponed until next year. However, this does not mean 
that there will be no Big Speak Out. Instead it will be a new venture—a Big 
Speak Out Online.  Over the weekend of 24 – 26 July, young people will be able 
to join in with a range of sessions—some social, some Bible/theme-based 
discussion, some workshops and prep for an online worship which will be 
screened live on the Sunday. Naturally there will also be plenty of breaks. The 
weekend will be free, though we will be asking participants to register and  

 

https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Safeguarding-Poster-Woking-2020-x2-evenings.pdf
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Safeguarding-Poster-Fleet-2021.pdf
https://urc.org.uk/events-and-opportunities
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commit to joining in the whole event. Sign up here 
 https://forms.gle/pyyUiCFiP9ZEjZs56 
Children’s Day – update 
Saturday 12 September 2020.  Please continue to save the date!  We are looking 
to  offer this day in some format (possibly online) and will keep in touch 
regarding the details once we know more about restrictions in September. 
Synod Youth Weekend – change of date to November  
Unfortunately, the date in May had to be cancelled but we are pleased to 
announce that the weekend has been re-scheduled for 14-15 November 2020.  
At Park Place Pastoral Centre, Wickham, near Fareham, PO17 5HA.  For ages 14 - 
25 years.  A chance to have your say, have fun, learn basic sign language and 
explore spirituality and prayer.  

 

Save the dates: September Area Gatherings  
Area Date Venue 

South West Monday 14th Salisbury 

North West Wednesday 16th Thatcham 
South East Monday 21st Petersfield 

North East Wednesday 23rd tbc 
 
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar July and August 

July 5 
The URC Meeting of General Assembly; The Moderator and Synod 
Staff ; Poole, Longfleet  

July 12 Reading: Lower Earley; Windsor; Havant  
July 19 Thatcham'; Poole: Skinner Street ; Gosport St Columba 
July 26 Reading: St Andrew’s; Guildford: Normandy ; Wimborne 
August 2 Oxford: Summertown; Verwood; Weybridge 
August 9 Reading: Park; Isle of Wight: Ryde 
August 16 Parkstone; Guildford: Westborough Church; Portsmouth: Buckland 

August 23 Tadley; Weymouth: Radipole 
August 30 Marlow; Christchurch: Burton Green; Southampton: Bitterne 

 
 

Solution to Crossword on page 18 
ACROSS: 1, Riches. 4, Abner’s. 7, Soul. 8, Damascus. 9, Statutes. 13, Add. 16, 
Craftsmanship. 17, Old. 19, Redeemer. 24, Walls are. 25, Wise. 26, Target. 27, 
Thieve. DOWN: 1, Rest. 2, Courtyard. 3, Sadhu. 4, Arm he. 5, Nose. 6, Round. 10, 
Tutor. 11, Timid. 12, Sense. 13, Ashbelite. 14, Dips. 15, Echo. 18, Lhasa. 20, 
Exact. 21, Erect. 22, Flog. 23, Mede. 

 

https://forms.gle/pyyUiCFiP9ZEjZs56
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Lectionary Bible Readings for July and August 

 
 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 
website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.  

 
 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 
 

 

The deadline for the September Messenger is Sunday 16 August 2020.  Please 
send articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & Mary Evans, tel 01730 235922 e-mail 

keithnmary@talktalk.net 
 

 

July 5 Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45:10-17;  
Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Zechariah 9:9-12; Psalm 145:8-14;  
Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

July 12 Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112; Isaiah 55:10-13;  
Psalm 65:(1-8), 9-13; Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

July 19 Genesis 28:10-19a; Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24; Isaiah 44:6-8;  
Psalm 86:11-17; Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

July 26 Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11, 45b; Psalm 128;  
1 Kings 3:5-12; Psalm 119:129-136; Romans 8:26-39;  
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

August 2 Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Isaiah 55:1-5;  
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21 

August 9 Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28; Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b; 1 Kings 19:9-18; 
Psalm 85:8-13; Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33 

August 16 Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133; Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Psalm 67;  
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28 

August 23 Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124; Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138;  
Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20 

August 30 Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Jeremiah 15:15-21;  
Psalm 26:1-8; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 

mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield : College Street, 
Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Liss : Hillbrow Road, 
 Liss GU33 7PX 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly 
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays 

Church & 
Community 

Worker 

Mrs Jo Hopkins 
01730 266475 

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com   

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

 

Website www.petersfieldurc.com   

 E-mail admin@petersfieldurc.com  

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 11 am with Junior 
Family Church  

Mornings at 9.30am 
(usually 2nd Sunday in the 
month only, but see Liss 

calendar inside for full details) 

Evening Worship at 6.30pm  
(1st Sunday in the month only) 

No evening Services 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

 
 

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples” 
 

Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office 

mailto:minister@petersfieldurc.com
http://www.petersfieldurc.com/
mailto:admin@petersfieldurc.com

