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The Two Minute Silence 
 
Schoolgirls in 1918 were warned that they might never be married.  So many 
prospective husbands had been killed in World War 1, that their chances could 
be slim.  It’s hard for us to imagine the slaughter.  The total number of both 
civilian and military casualties is estimated at around 37 million people, ending 
only when the Armistice took effect on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month in 1918. 
 
The idea of a ‘Two Minute Silence’ originated in South Africa.  The first minute 
was to be a time of thanksgiving for those who had returned alive, and the 
second minute was to remember the fallen. It was taken up by King George V, 
writing, “it is my desire and hope that at the hour when the Armistice came into 
force, there may be for the brief space of two minutes a complete suspension of 
all our normal activities.” 
 
It had an immediate impact.  An observer wrote, “The whole World Stands to 
Attention. From the Indian jungles to Alaska, on the trains, on the ships at sea, 
in every part of the globe where a few British were gathered together, the Two-
Minute pause was observed.” 
 
The Great War was said to be ‘the war to end all wars’.  But it wasn’t.  About 
three per cent of the world population were to die in World War 2.  Today’s 
11th November commemoration, repeated on the nearest Sunday, now 
incorporates all wars. 
 
The Royal British Legion describes the Act of Remembrance as a deeply personal 
act available to everyone, acknowledging 
the service and sacrifice of the Armed 
Forces and their families, across all 
conflicts. 
 
In keeping the Two Minute Silence, many 
will long for the day when, in the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, “They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 

 

Thank you to Peter Jolly who painted this picture.  
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The Fall of the Berlin Wall 
 
 It was 30 years ago this month, on 9th November 1989, that the fall of the Berlin 
Wall began. Over two million people from East Berlin visited the West in a 
celebration described as ‘the greatest street party in the history of the world.’ 
However, we are still living with walls, thinking of those dividing Gaza and 
Palestine from Israel. It’s a strong human instinct to build walls to separate us 
from those we view as different and threatening. 
 
Paul writes of how the death of Jesus has broken down the barrier between Jew 
and Gentile: ‘His purpose was to create in Himself one new humanity out of the 
two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which He put to death their hostility.’ (Ephesians 2:15-16). 
Jesus is still in the business in breaking down the barriers between people of 
different gender, age, race and language, to bring them together in His church: 
‘There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’ (Galatians 3:28). 
 
We can easily put up barriers with others, when we make assumptions about 
them, forgetting that they may be thinking the same things about us. We may 
want to avoid making ourselves vulnerable or appear needy. Yet Jesus can break 
down our defences and enable us to live openly and honestly with others. As His 
church, He invites us to be a community of risk-takers, i.e. those who trust each 
other, handle our weaknesses and fears, and who encourage one another’s 
strengths and gifts. 
 
‘A person who thinks only about building walls, wherever they may be, and not 
building bridges, is not Christian.’ (Pope Francis). 
 

 
 

There is no message from the Minister this month as he was on Paternity leave 
at the time this issue was compiled. 
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Hello everyone, 
 
I went into church on Saturday 5th October as the harvest celebration time was 
being prepared. I was overwhelmed with how many people were there doing all 
sorts of jobs – not all to do with the preparations. I wonder how many people, 
other than those who do the jobs, have any idea of what every day tasks are 
done to keep our church on two sites going!  
 
I’ll just list some of the things that were happening that day: electrics to sort out 
the lighting outside the CFC; sweeping and weeding the car park and front of the 
church; polishing brass; cooking; flower arranging; sorting AV issues; setting up 
tables and chairs and laying the tables. I’m sure I have missed extra things that 
were done so quietly and discreetly. And that was just on one occasion! A huge 
thank you to everyone who made Harvest so special but also thank you to 
everyone who just gets on and does things that most people will never know 
about! 
 
So…. Having read that are you thinking “I’d like to be able to help a bit more”? If 
so, fear not because we are always looking for volunteers for all sorts of areas of 
church life. Just come and speak to me or Josh about where the needs lie. We 
are approaching Christmas and we certainly need people to join our Christmas 
team to coordinate the various activities and services that happen over the 
Festive season – it’s ok – you won’t have to dress up as a Christmas Tree – that 
would just be silly!!!! (Christmas day last year!)  
 
Dates for your diaries  

 November 16th, Saturday, 7.00pm – Tearfund Quiz in the CFC. Tickets 
available from the office 

 November 24th, Sunday 11.00 – All Age Worship – we would love to 
see lots of you at our last All Age Worship for 2019 

 December 1st, Sunday 11.00 – Gift service where our gifts will again 
be going to Two Saints 

 
God bless you all. Carol (Tubbs)  
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Harvest Celebrations 
 
Our Harvest weekend on 5 and 6 October started on the Saturday morning, with 
many ladies very busy producing stunning arrangements of flowers and produce 
throughout the sanctuary, under the guidance of Jean Collins.  This greatly 
enhanced our worship the next day. 
On the same evening, a number of us met in the CFC to enjoy a delicious 
Harvest supper prepared by John and Rob.   A tasty and colourful Ploughman's 
main was followed by a superb apple pie with custard and was much 
appreciated by those who attended.   
On Sunday 6 October, the Harvest Thanksgiving Service was Led by Brian Blogg 
and team, with the focus being the harvest of people for Christ.  Kate Gladders 
from Two Saints joined us for the service during which she explained how the 
gifts of food would help those who the charity seeks to help. 

 
A beautiful display 
 in the vestibule 

 
 

A wide selection  
of dried and  
tinned gifts 
 

 
A thoughtful and  
wide  ranging array 
at the front of the  
sanctuary 

 
 

 
 
 

JFC produced a 'Recycled Harvest'  
windowsill ... 

 
 

... and made clay vegetables during their Sunday 
sessions 
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A message from Emsworth ...  
 
And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into His image with ever increasing glory, which comes from the 
Lord, who is the Spirit. 2 Corinthians 3: 18 
 
A recent “Message from Emsworth” had as a theme the unchangeable nature of 
our Lord Jesus Christ who is, as the writer of Hebrews puts it “ the same 
yesterday and today and tomorrow.” (Hebrews 13:8) For us though, change is 
unavoidable and perhaps because I am getting a lot older now, the pace of that 
change seems to be increasing. 
 
One of our least liked family days out for my brother and I, as very young boys, 
was to visit our widowed Grandfather (our Dad’s Dad) who lived on his own in 
Walthamstow. My Mum and Dad did their best to look after him but from the 
extremely tense nature of the visits, this was obviously not easy. To be honest 
when my Dad’s parents were both alive and they visited us, it was always my 
Grandmother who seemed to give me the most time. I know I have told you this 
before, but I remember my Grandmother once bought me a book which, 
knowing I had just started to learn how to read, had asked me to read this book 
to her. She asked me not just once but over and over again such that after about  
the tenth time I was getting quite bored. However she never lost interest. It was 
not until after she had died that my mum told me that my Grandmother, a 
Victorian from the East End of London and a true Cockney, had never learned to 
read and write herself and she was amazed that I could bring to life the pictures 
in this book by reading the words she could not understand. 
My Grandfather, a very skilled carpenter, never really got over the death of his 
wife and really found living difficult. But also being a very proud man, found 
accepting offers of help hard. Sitting in a dingy room in his terraced house in 
Walthamstow was not what my brother and I would call a “fun day out!” My 
Mum and Dad fussed around trying to help but invariably there were 
arguments. 
 
I am sure the thought never crossed my mind then that one day I might have to 
look after my Mum and Dad. History does sort of repeat itself and yes we as 
children did have responsibilities for our parents. Before she died, I was my 
Mother-in-Law’s principal carer. 
I have now reached that age when I fervently hope that I will not be a burden to 
my children, but will they have to look after me?! 
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As children you always feel Mum and Dad will be there for you but then you 
change schools, you move house. You change your Church, your locations, your 
careers. Relationships ebb and flow, develop or end. Of all the certainties of life 
change will always be one of them! You don’t have to look further than what is 
going on now in our Country, but governments, empires, Country borders, 
modes of transport even language, all develop or evolve. 
Just think how yesterday's waxworks at Madame Tussauds have to be melted 
down, replaced or put into storage. Change can certainly be frightening. I have 
been wondering recently how I ever found time to go to work with all that I find 
I am having to do at the moment, until someone reminded me that what used 
to take me half an hour to accomplish now probably takes me at least three 
hours! 
 
The Liss Band has taken part in the Winton Players Production of “Brassed Off”; 
a stage version of the 70’s film of the same name. Basically the film is about 
Brass Bands and the coal mine closures of that era. Protesters then were 
campaigning to keep the mines open but I wonder, in this day and age whether 
those protesters would actually be campaigning for pit closures now that the 
effects of fossil fuels and climate change are better known?! 
 
But not all change is undesirable and if you stick close to our unchangeable God 
it, can often be seen as positive, necessary and appropriate.  As we ourselves 
age and change, and circumstances around us alter, we look to the unchanging 
One, secure in the knowledge that nothing fazes or takes Him by surprise. 
 
In the next Chapter from our Bible verse of Paul’s second letter to the 
Corinthians, he exalts them “not to lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since 
what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal. 
 
When we believe we recognise that change 
is unavoidable but not only that, it’s 
necessary, since it means, ultimately that the 
people of God are being transformed into His 
image. 
 
Love, Alan and Cora Jones  
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A Light for my Path   
 
Recently, we resurfaced the footpaths where we live. Cracks and potholes had 
developed on the old paths; also a tree root had pushed up the surface in one 
place, which is also dark, making me wary of stumbling, especially at night.   
I was quite excited, the first time I walked on the new pathways. Yet, at the 
same time, I felt strangely unsettled. I began to realize that I had grown used to 
the familiar, old path. The new have a different camber and smoothness even 
though still dark.  As I walked up to my front door, one night,  some words from 
Psalm 119 came  to me, ‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path’, 
so I began to reflect on what God might be telling me.  
I believe that God requires us, His children, to step out of our comfort zone, on a 
path that we would never have otherwise chosen. It is not an easy one, by any 
means. We do not know whether our way ahead will be bumpy or smooth, or to 
what unfamiliar places we will travel. We can only grope blindly by ourselves, 
and are likely to stumble and fall. Yet our Father, God, knows where He wants us 
to go and will guide us with His Word, the Bible. He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be The Light of the World, because of His great love for us. If we follow Him, He 
will light the way ahead, so we may never fear.  
For the path to my front door, I can use my Smartphone. 
Carolyn Barton 
 

This article appeared in the Faith comment column of the Petersfield Post on 
30 October 

 

 

 75 years after Monte Cassino, D-Day and Kohima and Imphal 
This year The Royal British Legion is asking communities to remember the 
service, sacrifice, and collaboration of the armed forces of Britain, the 
Commonwealth and Allied nations who fought together 75 years ago. 
In 1944 this collaboration resulted in victory in three critical battles; Monte 
Cassino, D-Day, and Kohima and Imphal. 
 At Monte Cassino, an Allied Army over 240,000 strong, with contingents from 
six continents, opened the way to the liberation of Rome.  At D-Day 13 nations 
collaborated to land 156,000 men in Normandy. At Kohima and Imphal one of 
the most ethnically diverse Armies in history joined forces to win. 
The British Legion points out that “The collaboration of Britain with our 
Commonwealth friends and Allied nations in 1944 continues to shape our 
society today. Many communities, whose ancestors served side by side, now live 
side by side in a multicultural Britain.” 
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Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches Trust Ride and Stride 2019 
 
Thank you to all our sponsors and to eight people who gave 
of their time on the Saturday 14th September to welcome the 
42 participants to our Church and to refresh them with 
drinks and the wonderful cakes made so diligently by Val 
once more.  
Acknowledgment to the five commendable entrants from 
our College Street Church, Doreen Lewis, Eric Skipper, Robin 
Hart, who cycled and our striders were Peter Jolly and Jean Collins all to benefit 
both HIHCT and our own treasury.  Between these riders and striders, donations 
reached £2300, another record, with a considerable amount agreeing to gift aid 
declarations. A potential extra £460 to be given to the Trust, by means of this 
tax benefit. 
We can expect a payment of £1150 coming to our Treasurer in due course, 
through the special efforts of our riders and striders. 
In last month’s Messenger you had a report from Peter who covered a great 
deal of the Itchen valley, which was an impressive action.  Our other strider Jean 
visited the local churches of Steep, Sheet and Petersfield taking on the hill 
climbs. Our three riders kept to their familiar journeys riding for this event over 
a good many years, covering much of the local Hampshire countryside, chiefly 
through the Hangers. We were all blessed with a warm, sunny and calm day, 
probably the best we have had for a long time for this event. 
 
Robin Hart 
 

 
Letting go... 
 
I have come to realise that I am a divine creature in the earth, not of it, and I 
need to let go to the Spirit of God within, rather than let go to base instincts i.e. 
jealousy, anger, envy, pride, etc.  It is safe to do what we like in Christ but rather 
safer to think of it as letting go to the Spirit of God to do what He likes in us.  
God's will has come about in my life when I have let His will over-rule mine and 
live to a higher level.  My destiny is eternal and divine in creation like no other; 
indestructibly designed by my Maker and finished by a Master craftsman.  Christ 
is let loose in my mind, my emotions and my body. 
 
Shirley Wing 
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Singing Workshop at Petersfield URC  
Saturday 23 November 10 am - 4 pm 

 
Gain confidence and ease in your vocal abilities whilst 
embarking on a musical voyage across the globe. 
Discover music from Brazil, Ghana, Macedonia and 
beyond! A fun and energising workshop for everyone.  
Tea and coffee provided. Please bring a plate of food for 
sharing and we will enjoy a buffet lunch together. 
£25 on the door, £5 for children old enough to take part. 
(Children must be accompanied by a participating adult.) 
All welcome, no experience necessary. 10am-4pm. 
 
Rosa Malone 

 
 

 
Tear Fund Quiz Night 
Following the success of last year's 'Big Quiz Night' for Tear fund, I am delighted 
to confirm that we will be running this again on Saturday 16th November. It will 
start at 7pm and tickets are just £5 each and will be available from the church 
office. We hope to see you there!  
 

 
 
 
You are loved by God 
One of the most beautiful passages in Scripture is found in Isaiah 43: ‘…you are 
mine. When you pass through the waters I will be with you; and when you pass 
through the rivers, they will not sweep over you.  When you walk through the 
fire, you will not be burned…For I am the Lord, your God,.. you are precious and 
honoured in my sight, and …I love you…(Isa 43: 1- 4) 
Write down that last phrase on a card:  ‘You are precious and honoured in my 
sight…I love you.’   It is tremendous – and astonishing.  YOU are loved by GOD.  
Who else do you need to impress?  What other ladder do you need to climb?  
What are you going to add to your CV to top that?   When you are tempted to 
despair, when you are afraid, anxious, alone, remember:  God loves you.  He 
said so Himself. 
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Petersfield Rotas November 2019  
 

 
It is with sadness that we announce the death of Betty Palfrey , who passed 
away on Thursday morning.  Our thoughts and prayers are with the family at 
this time. 

 
Very many congratulations to Hannah, Josh and Isla on the safe arrival, of Joel 
Andrew Thomas.  Joel weighed in at 8½lb and all are doing well. 
 

 

Christmas Card  
For the last few years, I have produced a church Christmas card where everyone 
has the opportunity to send a Christmas greeting to everyone at Petersfield and 
Liss URC.  If you would like to include a greeting for this year's card, please send 
it to me by Sunday 8 December.  All the messages will then be collated into a 
card that will be printed and distributed to everyone at the services from 15 
December onwards. 
Mary Evans 

 
 
 
 

Sunday November 3 November 10 November 17 November 
24 

Stewards  Maureen Gilbert 
& Doreen Lewis 

(am) 
June Ive (pm)  

Janet Clemmy 
&   David 
Darling 

 Mandy Martin 
& Kitty 

Rohrbach   

Sylvia 
Bressey & 

Gwen Peake 

Welcomer Wendy Cassar Ron Wing Kay Pennicotte-
Henrie 

Sue Bone 

Elder  Wendy Cassar 
(am) 

Rosemary Ward 
(pm) 

Peter Jolly Carolyn Barton Carol Tubbs 

Communion 
Servers 

Rosemary Ward  Carolyn Barton 
& Tony Phillips 

 

AV David Darling Keith Evans Norbert 
Szekely 

Carolyn 
Barton 

Flowers  Remembrance   
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Petersfield Church Calendar – November 2019 
 

Saturday 2 8 am Menunited Men's Breakfast Hurst Barn 

Sunday 3 11 am Ron Wing & team 
6.30 pm The Minister  (Holy Communion) 

Monday 4 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

8pm Prayer Time CFC 

Tuesday  
 

5 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

7.30 pm Elders' Meeting  CFC 

Thursday 7 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 12 Geddes Way 

Friday 8 2.30 pm Tea on the Terrace CFC 

Remembrance 
Sunday 

10 10.55 am The Minister 

Monday 11 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday 12 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 
7.30 pm Women's Fellowship CFC 

Wednesday 13 7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group  Cremorne Place 

Thursday 14 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 9 Bowen Lane 

Friday 15 10 am Friday Fellowship CFC 

Saturday 16 7 pm Tear Fund Quiz Night CFC 

Sunday 17 11 am The Minister 
 (Holy Communion) 

Monday 18 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

8pm Prayer Time CFC 

Tuesday 19 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

2 pm Connie's Handicraft Group  CFC 

Thursday 21 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 12 Geddes Way 

Sunday 24 11 am All Age Worship Team  

Monday 25 1 pm Ladies Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday 26 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 
7.30pm Church meeting CFC 

Wednesday 27 7.15 pm Home Fellowship Group  Cremorne Place 

Thursday 28 8 pm Home Fellowship Group 9 Bowen Lane 
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Liss Church Calendar – November 2019   
 

Saturday 2 8 am Menunited Men's 
Breakfast 

Hurst Barn 

Sunday 3 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 4 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 5 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 6 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Saturday 9 8.30 am LCWT Prayer Breakfast To be advised 

Remembrance 
Sunday 

10 9.30 am Morning Worship The Minister 

Monday 11 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 
7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 12 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 13 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 17 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 18 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 

 
Tuesday 

 
19 

7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 
9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 20 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

  6 pm Liss Band  

Sunday 24 There will be NO Morning Service at Liss 

Monday 25 9.30 am Little Fishes  Church & Church Hall 
7.00 pm Forward in Faith Church 

Tuesday 26 9.30 am Fiddlesticks Church Hall 

Wednesday 27 10 am & 
1.30 pm 

NCT Meeting Church & Church Hall 

6 pm Liss Band  
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more 
Missions each month.  If you support a mission that has any information and 
prayer updates, please send these to the editors so that they can be included  

  
After sharing the story of the Good 
Samaritan, Jesus said “Go and do likewise.” 
That is the mission of Samaritan’s Purse – 
to follow the example of Christ by helping 
those in need and proclaiming the hope of 
the Gospel. 
Samaritan’s Purse is an international relief 

and development organisation that works through local churches to proclaim 
and demonstrate the love of God amongst communities in Africa, Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia. We are part of the global Samaritan’s Purse family that 
has been providing spiritual and physical aid to hurting people around the world 
since 1970. Samaritan’s Purse also has offices in the USA, Canada, Germany, 
and Australia. 
You may have come across our Operation Christmas Child initiative, which 
thousands of churches, schools and businesses across the UK are already part of. 
Alongside sending shoeboxes overseas, we respond in a distinctly Christian way 
to issues facing people in the places where we work: issues like water and 
sanitation and sustainable livelihoods along with disasters and emergencies. 
 
OUR DISTINCTIVES… 
We believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We’re committed to seeing this Gospel 
shared in the form of both words (that can change spiritual circumstances) and 
acts of mercy (that can change physical circumstances). 
Where possible, we work through local churches – seeing them as God’s chosen 
instrument to bring hope to a hurting world. We work to raise them up to bring 
lasting hope to people in impoverished communities around our world. 
 

We choose to work in partnership – which is why we are always looking to 
inspire and encourage others to join with us in being part of God’s global 
mission. We know that each individual can bring their own talents, gifts and 
unique contribution – no matter how small – to this great work to which we 
have been called. 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/
https://www.samaritanspurse.ca/
https://www.die-samariter.org/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org.au/
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/water/
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/water/
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/raisingfamilies/
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/international-disaster-relief/
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OUR VISION… 
Our vision is to see transformation – of both individual lives and whole 
communities. We long to see people restored in their relationship with God and 
with each other and for their circumstances to be turned around. 

 
Samaritan's Purse is the organization that sends 

shoeboxes to needy children throughout the world as 
described in Esme's article in the October Messenger.  By 

filling a shoebox, we can be a small part of the large 
work done by Samaritan's Purse. 

 
 
 

 
‘I was at home with my family in the evening 
when we were attacked,’ says Martha. ‘There was 
sporadic gunfire, and then they broke into our 

house.’ Martha hid in the goatshed with her three-month-old son, and they 
survived the attack. Tragically, her husband and two other children were 
killed. 
All in one night last year, 14 rural communities including Martha’s were 
attacked, one of many outbreaks of violence across Nigeria in 2018. About 300 
people were killed that night, 24 churches and countless homes were burnt 
down, and more than 10,000 people were displaced. 
Everything was destroyed – Martha and her son were left with nothing. Along 
with 6,000 others, they ended up at a makeshift camp in Jos. ‘When I first 
arrived at the gates of the camp, I was scared and I started 
to cry,’ says Martha. 
In the camp, people were eating just once or twice a day, 
and sleeping alongside one another in cramped conditions. 
With no clean water or sanitation, cholera soon broke out. 
With the help of our partner organisation, RURCON, 
Martha and Benjamin have remained safe and healthy at 
the camp. They were given emergency supplies including 
soap, and a mattress so they didn’t have to sleep on the  
cold floor. Martha also benefited from life-saving health and sanitation advice, 
and is now more able to look after herself and her son. 
‘I have learnt so many things, and am confident that now I and my son are safe,’ 
says Martha. ‘I am so happy and so grateful.’ 
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Inspired by Jesus and supported by people like you, the approach of our 
partners is to help the whole person. ‘We are addressing the physical, but we  
are also addressing the spiritual,’ says Kenneth from RURCON. ‘We encourage 
them with the scripture. Worshipping and praying alongside these traumatised 
people is one of the key ways to bring healing.’ 

 
All over the county on Saturday 16 November, there will be Tear fund Quiz 

Nights taking place, all raising money to help people like Martha.  See page 10 
for details of the Quiz night to be held at College Street that evening. 

 
 

 

All you need is love 
Mother Teresa once observed: “We cannot do great deeds, but we can do small 
deeds with great love.”  That’s something to remember in our daily life.  What 
good are great public efforts if they are fuelled by personal ambition or a desire 
to rule?  If you are not personally kind, what good does it do you?  The Bible 
warns us that ‘If I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, 
and have not love, I gain nothing.’ (1 Corinthians 13:2,3)  Who can you show 
some love to, today? 

 
 
Books of the Bible  
 
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the word 
of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  This month 
we are focusing on  ...  Zephaniah 
 

 What type of book is it?  prophecy 

 Who wrote it?  Zephaniah 

 When was it written?  approx. 640-621 BC  
 
During the reign of King Josiah, God spoke to the people of Judah through the 
prophet Zephaniah.  Like many of the other prophets, his message was that God was 
angry with the nations and would bring His judgement on them.  After this God will 
be merciful to those who have been faithful to Him and will bring hope and blessing 
to them. Following the reigns of two wicked kings, King Josiah attempted to bring the 
people of Judah back to God and God did not bring His judgement on them during 
Josiah's lifetime.  
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For our younger readers ...   
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Wordsearch - War and remembrance 
 
This year marks the 75th anniversary of the D-Day Landings, when the Allied 
Forces of Britain, America, Canada, and France attacked the German forces on 
the coast of Normandy, France. The Allies’ victory became the turning point for 
World War II in Europe. 
 
This year also marks the 100th anniversary of the first Armistice Day (now 
Remembrance Day).  It was in 1919 that King George V had issued a 
proclamation calling for a two-minute silence at 11:00am on 11th November, to 
remember the members of the armed forces who lost their lives in the line of 
duty.   
 
Dday 
Landings 
Allied 
armed 
Forces 
Britain 
America 
Canada 
France 
German 
Coast 
Normandy 
Victory 

World 
War  
Two 
Armistice 
King  
George 
Remembrance 
Minute 
Silence 
Lost  
Lives 
duty 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

             Sudoku 
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News from the United Reformed Church 
items from the October edition of the Synod Newsletter 
 
Seeking God in Words and Quietness The URC Spirituality 
Gathering weekend is taking place from the 28th February to 1st March 2020 at 
Westminster College in Cambridge.  We would encourage you to book early if 
you are interested as bookings are on a first come first serve basis.   
Free to Believe Conference 2020 Free to Believe is organizing a conference next 
year 30th July – 1st August 2020 at High Leigh Conference Centre on the 
theme What is liberal faith and what does it offer to the world?  The speakers 
are:  Gary Dorrien - Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of Social Ethics at Union 
Theological Seminary in New York. He has written extensively on the social 
meaning of the gospel.  Peter Brain - formerly one of our best URC Church and 
Society secretaries. Alex Clare-Young - campaigner on transgender issues  
Alison Micklem - URC Minister St Columbas York.  
New Lamps Show For Advent 2019: Bread And Starlight  In this very special 
one-woman show, Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist, recalls the months of 
her pregnancy and a very special visitor. The show (which is about 40 minutes 
long) combines storytelling, song and space for reflection, as it contemplates 
mystery, miracles and quiet men!  For more information and details on how to 
book a show, please see our website www.lampscollective.com or call Sam on 
01235 543087 to see how it might work for you. 
Lamps - The Easter Story Told With Power  Planning ahead for Easter 2020 and 
want an inspiring way to reach out to your community? Then why not think 
about hosting ‘The Passion’, a powerful original LAMPS production that has 
been touring with great success for the last two years to churches, cathedrals 
and schools in the UK.  The events leading up to the first Easter are recounted 
from the viewpoints of Simon Peter, Mary Magdalen and a Roman centurion 
named Marcus in this simply staged and highly accessible production which 
speaks with huge power.   For more information and details on how to book a 
show, please see our website www.lampscollective.com or call Sam on 01235 
543087 to see how it might work for you. 
Israel / Palestine Visit Thursday 23rd January 2020 at 7pm at Havant URC 
Revd Ray Stanyon and Kevin Snyman will be reporting on their recent visit to 
Israel and Palestine.  All Welcome.  https://www.havanturc.org 
Christians in Science - Climate Change; The reality and demands on each of us 
The next talk by CiS is on climate change, where it is going and what we can do 
about it. They are very excited that a world leader in the subject - Professor 
Joanna Haigh, recently Professor of Atmospheric Physics at Imperial College and  

 

https://cas.messageexchange.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=zJFiUYVhW3fH9NHgJWK97kaa8ZpXULpPc_Vq15UKkBaALaQFNVLXCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lampscollective.com%2f
https://cas.messageexchange.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=zJFiUYVhW3fH9NHgJWK97kaa8ZpXULpPc_Vq15UKkBaALaQFNVLXCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lampscollective.com%2f
https://www.havanturc.org/
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co-director of the Grantham Institute for Climate Change and the Environment  
will be giving the talk.  Date: Tuesday 29th October 2019 At: St Paul’s Church 
Camberley. Doors open at 7.00 pm and the talk will commence at 7.30 pm. 
Refreshments will be available after the talk and question and answer session. 
CiS hope that you will be able to join them that evening for what promises to be 
an exciting and challenging occasion.   Please spread the news widely in your 
church. Further details available on their website: http://www.science-faith-
issues.org/ 
 

Upcoming Synod events 
Bookings for all events and training courses to 

Ruth Heine at the Synod Office 
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk       Tel: 023 8067 4513 

 
Stepwise Local Group – starting soon at Woking URC Faith Filled Life, the first 
of the Stepwise teams.  A local group will be starting soon at Woking URC.  
Further information will be publicised on the Synod website when available.  To 
register an interest, contact Ruth Heine, development@urcwessex.org.uk    
 
Stepwise Facilitator Training Day Saturday 1st February 2020 at Fleet URC, 25 
Kings Rd, GU51 3AF. 10am – 3.30pm.   A day designed to inform, equip and 
enthuse potential facilitators for Stepwise.  We are looking for people who can 
catch a vision of the church of the future and help facilitate those who are going 
to be part of leading us forward towards that vision.  We are not looking for 
teachers, but people who can facilitate others’ learning.  
 
Mission Shaped Church Day – additional information on the theme Saturday 9 
November 2019 at Fleet URC.  10.30am – 3.30pm.  A day of exploration:  What 
is church? What is mission? What did Jesus mean when he said in Matthew 28, 
‘Go and make disciples …’?  How can we listen for mission in our own 
community?  Being a mission-shaped church in 21st Century Britain raises many 
important questions.  This will be a dynamic day of conversation and interaction, 
of mutual support and valuable networking.  Share your story and engage with 
others as you grapple with some of the issues that arise for your church.  Come 
prepared to join the conversation and discover some new ideas. 
 
Save the Date – Growing the church day in 2020 Advance notice of the date for 
your diaries.  Saturday 20 June 2020. Speaker:  Revd John McGinley, author of 
Mission Shaped Grace. 
 

http://www.science-faith-issues.org/
http://www.science-faith-issues.org/
mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
mailto:development@urcwessex.org.uk
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Children’s and Youth Events and Training 
 
Children’s Day – Wonderful World, Wonderful You! Saturday 30 November 
2019, 5.30pm – 10pm.  Come and enjoy sole use of Intech Science Park and 
Planetarium, Winchester for an after-hours science celebration.  Come as a 
family or a group from your church.  This event is aimed at primary children (5-
11 yrs) but is an excellent all-age opportunity.  Children must be supervised.  
Inter-active exhibits about the human body; Walk through a human colon, Test 
your reaction time, Can you run faster than an ostrich?  Reflective Prayer and 
craft stations, make a Seed Bee Bomb. Bespoke Planetarium show.  Bring your 
own packed tea or eat at the Intech café.  Cost: £5 per person (under 3 years 
free). 
 
Red Cross First Aid training for URC – hurry, places are limited ‘Public First Aid 
for URC’ training course. Saturday 4 January 2020 at London Street URC, 
Basingstoke.  10am – 4pm. Booking is essential as places are limited.   
 
Youth Assembly and Taster Day Theme:  Common Ground: Where is it? 
URC Youth Assembly for young adults in school year 10 up to age 25 years 
(inclusive) 24 – 26 January 2020 at Whitemoor Lakes, Staffs.   URC Taster Day for 
young people in school year 7 up to age 16 years (inclusive) on  25 January 2020 
at Whitemoor Lakes, Staffs.  Book before 11 November for the Early Bird price.   
 
Safeguarding Training – dates in 2020 
A full day’s training for all those working with children, young people and adults 
at risk.  Important for Ministers and Elders.  Booking is essential.  Further info on 
the posters. 
Advance notice of dates in 2020 
At Guildford URC on Saturday 18 January 2020. 10am – 4pm. 
At Maidenhead URC on Saturday 7 March 2020.  10am – 4pm. 
At London St URC, Basingstoke on Saturday 21 March 2020.  10am – 4pm. 
 

 
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar November 
November 3 Worplesdon; Isaac Watts Memorial Church, Southampton; 

Parkstone 
November 10 Skinner Street, Poole ; Bracknell 
November 17 Abbey, Romsey; Aston Tirrold 
November 24 Egham; Wimborne 

 

http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Safeguarding-Poster-Guildford-2020.pdf
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Safeguarding-Poster-Maidenhead-2020.pdf
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Safeguarding-Poster-Basingstoke.pdf
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Lectionary Bible Readings  
for November 

 
 
 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 

website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.  

 
 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 

 
 
 

Deadline for the December/January Messenger is Sunday 17 November 2019.  
Please e-mail, post or hand deliver articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & Mary 
Evans, 12 Geddes Way, Petersfield GU31 4DJ tel 01730 235922 e-mail 
keithnmary@talktalk.net 

 

 
 

From the editors ... 
November is the month of Remembrance and we hope you found the articles on 
various aspects of this interesting and helpful.  We would like to thank our 
contributors for the various articles and hope that more will be forthcoming for 
the next issue when we shall, of course, be focussing on Christmas. 
Keith and Mary 
 
 

November 3 Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm 119:137-144; Isaiah 1:10-18;  
Psalm 32:1-7; 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10 

November 10 Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21; Psalm 98; Job 19:23-27a;  
Psalm 17:1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38 

November 17 Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12; Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 98; 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 

November 24 Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79; Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46; 
Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 

mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield : College Street, 
Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Liss : Hillbrow Road, 
 Liss GU33 7PX 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly 
Office Hours 9am-12noon 

Tuesdays to Fridays 

 

Development 
Worker 

 
01730 266475, 

support@petersfieldurc.com 

 

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

 

Website www.petersfieldurc.com    

 E-mail admin@petersfieldurc.com   

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 11 am with Junior 
Family Church  

Mornings at 9.30am 
(usually 2nd and 4th Sundays in 

the month only, but see Liss 
calendar inside for full details) 

Evening Worship at 6.30pm  
(1st Sunday in the month only) 

No evening Services 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

 
Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 

“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples” 
 

Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office 

 

mailto:minister@petersfieldurc.com
mailto:support@petersfieldurc.com
http://www.petersfieldurc.com/
mailto:admin@petersfieldurc.com

