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From the Minister ... 
 

I start this month by wishing you all a Happy New Year – yes, 
I know its February, but we didn’t have a January 
publication! Along with all of you, I am very much praying for 
a better year in 2021 and cannot wait until we are once again 
able to open our doors to share together as a family in 
worship.  
 

Once again, we find ourselves in a national lockdown – we are becoming old 
pros with this it seems, and once again we will be doing all that we can to 
ensure the wellbeing of our church family whilst trying to keep spirits up! We 
will be re-launching our ‘Socially Distant Pub Quiz’ on alternate Saturday’s, our 
weekly worship will continue to feature a number of different familiar voices 
and faces, we will be continuing to pray each and every single Wednesday 
morning and there will also be a specific prayer meeting for the pandemic and 
our health care staff every other Thursday evening starting on January 14th.  
 

We all find ourselves incredibly busy at this time, Jo and Esmé continue to do 
amazing work, with Jo ensuring that she makes regular phone calls to each and 
every single member of our church family. I want to just take this opportunity to 
thank her for doing this so faithfully and for all the other incredible work she has 
done since being in post – God really sent the right person at the right time!  I 
also want to thank Esmé for ensuring communications are sent out and for 
doing brilliant work putting together our newsletter each week.  
 

My daily routine has changed dramatically and for most of the week I find 
myself recording and editing video, burning audio to CD and updating websites 
etc. I long for the day when I can pop round for a chat and a cup of tea with you 
once again. But for the time being – I am committed to ensuring worship is 
provided each week and time consuming as it is – I have been really pleased 
with the services we have been able to produce. I hope you have been finding 
them useful too!   I am always looking for readers so if you’d like to have a go at 
this – it’s really simple, I can set up a zoom call and just record you straight from 
there or if you have the technology yourselves, you can record a video and send 
it over to me. Do let me know. 
 

Whilst each of us have plenty to be getting on with, I really want to take this 
opportunity to remind you, that first and foremost, we are here to serve you. 
This means that none of us will ever be too busy to pick up the phone if you are 
in need of a chat, some prayer or any practical help you think we might be able  
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to offer.  As 2021 starts to unfold, we hope and pray that something that more 
closely resembles normality may return and that we might be able to once again 
open our doors to our community.  But please know that we are here for you, 
we are praying for you and that this will not last forever – there is light, there is 
hope and we have Jesus walking alongside us, carrying us through the toughest 
moments.  
 

I wish you every blessing, 
Josh.  

 

 

How to handle temptation 
 

“I can resist everything but temptation” 
(Oscar Wilde). During Lent we remember 
Jesus’ experience in the wilderness 
(Matthew 4:1-11), when ‘He was led by the 
Spirit.. to be tempted by the devil.’ (1). 
Temptation is a test of obedience, whether 
we do things our way or God’s way. After 40 days of fasting Jesus was tired, 
hungry and vulnerable. Like Him, the Devil will attack us at our most vulnerable 
moments, especially during this pandemic.  
The first temptation was to turn stones into bread: Jesus’ ministry was not 
about meeting His own needs, but being nourished by God’s Word. 'We do not 
live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’ 
(Deuteronomy 8:3). Like Jesus, we are called to make God our priority and trust 
Him completely. 
The second temptation was to put God to the test: Jumping off the Temple 
pinnacle would have been a dramatic way for Jesus to gain popularity, but this is 
not God’s way! ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ (Deuteronomy 6:16). 
We too need to learn this lesson! 
The third temptation was to worship Satan: Finally, the devil took Jesus to a 
mountain to offer Him worldly power. In contrast, His calling as Messiah was 
marked by suffering and honouring God. ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve 
Him only’ (Deuteronomy 6:13). This is often our experience in living for God. 
 

Jesus stands with us in our temptations. As we claim the promises of Scripture, 
we will find strength in the power of the Spirit and the victory of the Cross. 
 

‘If you look at the world, you'll be distressed. If you look within, you'll be 
depressed. But if you look at Christ, you'll be at rest!’ (Corrie Ten Boom). 
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Hello everyone, 
 
I don’t know how you are all feeling but I am finding this lockdown much worse 
than the first one. You know me – always pretty busy and trying to catch my tail 
but I am finding even small tasks leave me feeling exhausted – and actually 
getting the motivation to do anything much seems to have got up and left me! I 
don’t think I can put this down to the results of having had covid – I think it is 
general lethargy brought on by not having company and the dreadful weather 
that January has seen.  
 
However, I am loving having our services on zoom again with Josh leading. It is 
great having a variety of folk reading and doing prayers. Thank you to Josh for 
your leadership and inspiration, and to Jo for all you are doing in so many ways. 
I love having the opportunity to chat in the breakout rooms after the service. 
Prayers on Wednesday mornings is another special time. I was never able to get 
to that prayer time as I always looked after Sarah’s children on Wednesdays. I 
deliberately changed the day to Mondays so that I could attend and then 
lockdown came! 
 
You will have heard, and possible joined in, about another prayer time initiated 
by Fiona and David (see next page). This is taking place at 8.00pm every other 
Thursday – dates will be detailed in the newsletter. This is a time to specifically 
pray for everyone involved in care for others during these scary times and for 
our world in general. We are so grateful to our frontline workers, especially 
those known to us personally, and they need our prayers very much.  
 
We are going to have a Church meeting – again on zoom inevitably. We are 
going to start with worship which will be good, then do any business items that 
are essential. I am sure you will have read about it in the newsletter but if 
anyone has anything they would like to bring to the meeting then please let me 
know beforehand so that we can organise the time appropriately. Talking of the 
newsletter can I take this opportunity to thank Esme for holding the fort, office 
wise, and producing the newsletter each week.  
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I read the URC Daily Devotions each day and came across this a few days ago. 
“Whatever 2021 holds in store, God the Father is with us, Jesus shows us the 
way, and the Spirit fills us with the ability to be servants of God’s kingdom.” 
So with that in mind I feel I am ready to tackle some tasks with renewed energy!  
God bless you all,  
Carol 
 
Dates for your diaries  
Each Sunday – worship at 10.30 am on zoom and available on our YouTube 
channel. 
Tuesday February 9th at 7.30pm – Church Meeting on zoom. Details will be in 
the newsletter the week before. 
Socially Distant Pub Quiz – Alternate Saturdays at 8.00pm. This will be held on 
zoom and details of how to join will be in the weekly newsletter. 

 
 
 
 

Prayer for the nation and the world  
  
Urgent prayer is needed for our hospitals, our nation, our government, our 
society, all the various efforts to mitigate the pandemic and the wider world in 
its many difficulties, only exacerbated by the pandemic.  
Individual prayer is of course important, but praying together can be such an 
encouragement, and we are taught that praying together is especially powerful.  
A couple of the verses that might give inspiration to us would be Matt 18:20 and 
Psalm 100:4-5. 
Whether you are a prayer warrior or not (like me), do think of joining us in a 
time of prayer on Zoom ( limited to 40 minutes) 8pm on Thursdays, fortnightly 
interleaving with Keith and Mary’s house group, so February 11th and 25th.  
 As Carol says “Prayer is definitely needed more than ever at the moment”.   
  
Carol is kindly setting up the Zoom, the details of which will be in the newsletter 
sent out by Esme. 
 
Thank you!  
Fiona Darling.  
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A Message from our Church and Community Worker...   
 
 
Well, I feel like I’m back in March 2020 at the start of 
lockdown, instead of coming into February 2021. All my plans 
for Church and the community are still on hold. And you may 
be thinking I sound down but no I’m not, with Wednesday 
prayer meetings, great phone conversations with you, the congregation, and 
house group bible study by Zoom, I feel uplifted and very positive. 
Psalm 31:3-5 'Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name 
lead and guide me. Keep me free from the trap that is set for me, for you are my 
refuge. Into your hands I commit my spirit; deliver me, Lord my faithful God.' 
Jesus quoted Psalm 31:5 which is the same as in Luke 23:46 'Into your hands I 
commit my spirit.' On the cross before he dies. Now I’m not saying we are dying, 
well, maybe the world who has lost faith spiritually, I’m saying in God we can be 
strong and knew we have refuge and a tomorrow. There is light in the darkness. 
And as a child of light I am enjoying sending out Little Fishes craft by email and 
Facebook. Keep in contact with JFC by email and giving them things/videos to 
do. Working on a Forest church video for spring. Chatting with our lovely 
congregation and trying to get some training on line sorted. And any other job 
that comes my way. It's is so lovely to knew some of you have had the 1st 
vaccine and one or two of you the 2nd, there is light, we can be strong and be 
glad in looking forward to tomorrow and when its safe we can come back to 
worship together with fellowship and grateful hearts. In God we trust. 
 
God bless you all 
 
Jo Hopkins 

 
 

 

 
It’s all in the spelling... 
 
G  -  God 
R  -  Ran 
A  -  Alongside 
C  -  Carrying 
E  -  Everything 
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Extracts from the Missen's Christmas letter... 
 

Alan and Sue will be remembered by many of you.  Alan spent a few months here 
some years ago when Peter Norris went to Alan's church in New Zealand during his 

sabbatical. 
 

Sue ...In my counselling business I have been as busy as ever. Along with Alan 
we have taken off as often as possible – although during our lengthy lockdown, 
the ‘taking off’ came in the form of two dog walks a day.  Trips down to our 
caravan in Bannockburn, now a home from home – we couldn’t put much more 
into such a small space to make it more homely. Even the cold weather of July is 
not off-putting. Very sadly our three month trip to England and Bavaria did not 
take place for obvious reasons, nor did a brief trip to Vancouver for the 50th 
anniversary of Alan’s theological college. Fortunately, in one form or another we 
have managed to ‘repatriate’ all our costs. Very sadly I think that the trip to the 
Oberammergau Passion Play will not be happening. We will be 80 or in our 80s 
the next time around.  I play the organ a couple of Sundays a month for a church 
towards the centre of Christchurch and I have enjoyed my involvement with 
them. I still have plans for more gardening, but they are still plans apart from 
adding some pots and further planting in the garden on the street. There always 
seems to be plenty to do and quite a bit of time is spent keeping up with family 
and friends, usually via Zoom and Skype.  
Lots of love Sue xxxxx And Pepper the dog  
Alan ... I will carry on with a brief update on what has been happening in my 
‘neck of the woods.’ On the 25th March, the nation went into lockdown (Level 
4) because of the Covid-19 virus, and ministry changed dramatically. Instead of 
making personal pastoral visits I endeavoured to contact folk by phone--almost 
every week. Instead of meeting as usual, and thanks to the efforts of a 
congregation member in setting this up, we had Sunday services using a Zoom 
platform. For a while I was preparing and leading the services every week! I 
enjoyed very much the challenge of choosing appropriate songs and 
downloading their videos from YouTube.  From about the middle of June it was 
possible for me to recommence pastoral visits in person, and I enjoyed catching 
up with most of my folk over the ensuing weeks. For relaxation I have enjoyed 
walking with Sue and Pepper (our dog), reading, watching movies and the TV, 
and my gardening. I am also still working as a volunteer budget advisor (Now 
called “financial mentor”) for Budgeting Services North Canterbury, and also as 
Treasurer for the Rotary Trust of Rangiora.  
With our love and blessings for the Christmas season and New Year, Alan 
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A message from Emsworth ...  
 

In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps. 
Proverbs 16:9 
 
I rang my brother the other day to wish him and his wife; Rosemary a Happy 
New Year. Derek was telling me about his Church near Ringwood and the 
agonising over whether or not the Church should open on Christmas Day. In the 
event two services were held as the congregation for Sunday Worship in more 
normal times was over two hundred souls Physical distancing was observed but 
even with all the precautions one family attending one of the Services, 
unbeknown to themselves had someone infected with COVID-19. 
Just because places of Worship are able to open even during a National 
“Lockdown” certainly does not mean they should. I know I could argue quite 
passionately for opening or closing our Churches but hearing this story 
convinced me that to remain closed was certainly the right decision. The 
Christmas Services beamed to our homes from our Church were absolutely 
superb with the added bonus of being able to sing “O come all ye faithful” at the 
very tops of our voices. My conversation with my brother Derek was getting 
gloomier and gloomier when he suddenly said how his advice had so radically 
changed currently in that we should now only be with negative people and not 
positive people. It did make me smile. 
I find listening to the news very depressing, although maybe (just maybe) when 
this “Messenger” is published the news will be getting better. We just do not 
know. Nobody except God does! A teacher, giving the Government a D minus 
for communication and lack of clarity may have been justified in his attitude, but 
I just wished that there could be more gentleness and understanding towards 
just ordinary men and women like you and me who are doing their level best in 
such difficult circumstances. 
The Government made plans, the new variant of the virus came along and those 
plans had to be altered. God never alters His plans for us, as Paul eloquently 
puts it in the eleventh verse of the first chapter of his letter to the Ephesian 
Church; “In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the 
plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His 
will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the 
praise of His glory.” Jeremiah reminds us in the twenty-ninth Chapter, “For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
I was one of the first boys in Enfield to receive the Duke of Edinburg’s Gold 
Award. I actually went to Buckingham Palace to receive the Award from the  
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Duke himself! The whole Award was challenging but none more so than the 
expedition section. I had to plan an expedition over several days carrying 
everything we needed across rugged terrain. I say “we” Although I was the 
leader of the expedition, three other boys had to accompany me. I always felt it 
a little unfair that these three boys, one of them my brother had to survive all 
the challenges of that expedition but only I received the Award. Mind you the 
experience we all gained was priceless.  
I planned the expedition to the Brecon Beacons in South Wales and had to 
submit my plans to the local organiser of the Duke of Edinburg’s Award who also 
happened to be the local representative of The Boys’ Brigade. Imagine my 
consternation when those plans were NOT approved and sent back to me for 
modification. This I hurriedly did, as the day for departure to South Wales was 
rapidly approaching. They were not approved AGAIN with a note saying that 
although I had mapped out the route, I had kept to marked footpaths and 
needed to chart  a way across the mountains only relying on map and compass. 
Once I had done this I was relieved to have the plans for the expedition finally 
approved. After travelling to Wales, we stayed the night before the expedition 
started in the homes of boys belonging to the Boys’ Brigade in Merthyr Tydfil. 
Once again I was slightly embarrassed as I was given a room of my own as I was 
the leader! 
I could tell many stories of that expedition but “The Beacons” were kind to us;  
the scenery was tremendous, and we all returned home to Enfield foot sore and 
weary, yes, but immensely proud of what we had achieved. The compass did not 
let us down and we did not lose our way. 
In life, we sometimes have to move into uncharted territory. Although we make 
plans there comes a time when all we have to rely on is map and compass. As 
followers of the Lord Jesus that’s Bible and Prayer, and if we are truly following 
His plan He will, as our text reminds us, determine our steps. There is one line in 
that lovely New Year 
Hymn; “One more step 
along the world I go” 
that sadly we will not 
sing together this year. 
Please make these 
words your words 
“where I see no way to 
go You’ll be telling me 
the way, I know.” 
 
Love, Alan and Cora  
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Christian Aid Christmas Donations 
Instead of the usual Christmas Appeal envelopes left in 
church pews, donations were made to Christian Aid on the 
JustGiving page:- 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/PetersfieldandLissURC 
So far £850 has been raised. Many thanks to all those who have donated. If you 
still wish to donate, but not on this platform, please contact me on 01730 
265884  
Carolyn Barton 
 

Christian Aid Simple Lunch 
Sadly, due to the current Lockdown restrictions, the usual Simple Lunch for 
Christian Aid will not take place in February.  I will consider other options for 
later in the year.  
Carolyn Barton 
 

 
 
Dee Crane would like to thank all the folk for the 
many Get Well cards and Good Wishes for her 
recovery from her Subarachnoid Haemorrhage. 
 

Robin & I want to thank you for praying for Robin 
over the past few months, we are so thankful 
that most of the side effects which we were told 

Robin might experience, as a result of the radiotherapy, never materialised, & 
we have both kept well & free from coronavirus,  despite daily visits to the 
hospital for treatment, so we thank God very much for His protection & care. We 
continue to pray that the treatment will have been successful. He is due to have 
a scan in about. 3 months.     Robin & June Ive.  
 
 

 

Godfrey's Almshouses Trust (registered Charity no is  254036) 

Petersfield Hampshire (Close to Town Centre) 
A one-bedroomed flat is available for a person in need, aged 60 or over, resident 

in the county of Hampshire.  Priority will be given to members of the United 
Reformed Church.  Living room, Kitchen, Bathroom  Electric heating, beautiful 

communal garden  Enquiries to  01730 235922 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/PetersfieldandLissURC
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Have you done something which haunts you? 
Do you ever worry that your past failings mean that God will not accept you 
now?   Some of us have done many things which we regret, things that have 
caused us, or others, great pain.  
We’ve given our children short shrift, we’ve betrayed our marriage partners, 
we’ve been dishonest at work, we’ve been ruthlessly greedy and ambitious, no 
matter what the cost to anyone else. And now the memory of the wrong we’ve 
done lingers, and makes us ashamed. Our past failings make us very reluctant to 
turn to God. Why should He forgive the damage we have done? 
If you think this way, then you have a big surprise waiting for you: God isn’t like 
that.  You haven’t yet encountered His GRACE. God knows all about you, and 
most of all He knows you need His help. Jesus said that He came into the world 
to reach sinners, to help anyone who turns to Him in true repentance to find 
forgiveness, and a new start.  
You can’t do anything to turn yourself into a good 
person. But you don’t have to. All that God asks of 
you is that you turn to Jesus in prayer, and say you 
are sorry, and ask Him to forgive you, and to put His 
Spirit within you. Then you find His GRACE – which 
means His loving-kindness, beginning in YOUR life. 
Just try it.  
Today let God begin to set you free from the past!  

 

 

 
 

Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches Trust 
County Coordinators have announced that the final total 
for Ride & Stride of last September 2020 was £80,360. 
This is a wonderful result. The Executive Committee 
members are delighted and it means that they can 
continue with the provision of grants to Hampshire 
churches in need. The success was due to all of us getting 
on with preparations as usual and providing in the end a 

glorious day out, even when almost everything else was closed, due to the 
pandemic. Many thanks again for all your efforts and the vast contributions 
which were made for the eight hour event held annually on the second Saturday 
in September. As a result of our own team’s effort our Church has received 
£1027.50. Robin Hart 
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more 

Missions each month.  If you support a mission that has any information and 
prayer updates, please send these to the editors so that they can be included  

 

Ukraine Mission Update  
 
With the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, Ukraine mission 
activities have sadly been very 
limited.  We were able to run 
some remote medical 
consultations in the summer using Zoom, video calls (via Facebook), email, etc.  
Due to local COVID-19 restrictions in the villages, the number of consultations 
was far lower than we and the villagers had hoped for.  The good news, 
however, is that most of the villagers have been able to obtain replacement 
medicines locally with support from their friends and family or, for those less 
fortunate, with support of the local church. 
Many of you may remember the situation last winter when we were unable to 
source our usual medical supplies and had to switch to Ukrainian medicines 
instead.  We wondered why God had taken us down that path, but the 
subsequent pandemic and cancellation of the summer mission meant that God 
knew these patients would need to obtain medicines locally.  Having 
implemented the switch last January, this eased the way ahead for the villagers.  
God always knows best and it is only with hindsight do we sometimes see why 
our prayers were answered in the way they were.  Thank you Lord. 
So what is the current situation?  Having been largely spared the first wave, 
most of central and eastern Europe, including the villages we visit, are having a 
tough winter.  For those who need hospital treatment, the situation is not good, 
with ‘gratuity money’ being necessary to obtain a bed with an oxygen supply.  
The oxygen must then be shared with 4 or 5 other patients each day, all in a 
hospital far away from the villages.  For a more local hospital, meals are brought 
in by friends or relatives, handed over to a hospital staff member, and hopefully 
passed on.  Last we heard there were no ventilators in the local hospital. 
On a more cheerful note, we were able to fund ‘shoebox style’ Christmas 
presents for 400 children in the local villages.  These were much appreciated by 
the children at this very difficult time.  
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We have not yet ruled out a 2021 summer mission, but the general expectation 
is that if we do run a mission (and that is a big if), it will not be the full scale 
usual one. 
 
We certainly need God's guidance for our future mission work in a post-
pandemic world and we would ask for your prayers in this matter.  Thank you 
once again for your support of the mission over the years. 
 
David Darling  
Ukraine Christian Partnership 
 
 

Leprosy Mission Appeal  
Thanks to UK Aid Match, from 24 January to 
24 April 2021, every pound donated to The 
Unconditional Appeal will be doubled by the 
UK government. This is a rare opportunity 
for your church to reach out to Mozambique and make twice the difference to 
people living with leprosy. 
Dame Darcey Bussell has seen first-hand the work of The Leprosy Mission in 
Mozambique. She has made a short film which you can order on DVD or watch 
online. 
On your virtual journey into Mozambique with Darcey, you’ll meet people like 
Zaina, and see how the unconditional love of churches like yours is bringing 
health, hope and wholeness to her village.  
By holding your own Leprosy Sunday event, you’ll be joining a network of 
Leprosy Changemakers determined to see an end to the disease and provide 
unconditional love and support to everyone it affects. 
 
submitted by Fiona Darling 
 
 
 

From the editors ... 
A very Happy New Year to you all, and we hope that 2021 will bring us all many 
blessings.  This year Lent begins in the middle of February, and there are a 
couple of articles to help us focus on this.  There are also a variety of items from 
our regular contributors, to whom we are, as always, very grateful.  We hope 
you enjoy this issue. 
Keith and Mary 
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Do your days rush by at a hectic pace? 
Have you ever stopped to think that your mobile phone and emails have not 
given you more time? Just more things to do in the same amount of time.  We 
leave our messages in one place while we take our bodies elsewhere. Instead of 
doing one thing after another, we shoot out a variety of tasks, and then swoop 
down on them later, needing to deal with them all at once.  Modern life teaches 
us that ‘down time’ is wasted. Time is money. So mobile phones, emails, etc, 
enable us to ‘waste’ less time. The tempo of cultural life picks up, the heartbeat 
of daily life races, and our own body rhythms respond with adrenaline, cramped 
muscles and heart attacks. 
 
To take time out for daily prayer, for a quiet walk that is not to the next 
meeting, for daydreaming or for Bible study becomes a cross-cultural act. 
Following Christ, waiting on Him, is a countercultural act.   
 
One lovely biblical phrase is ‘in the fullness of time, it came to pass’. This 
suggests four things:  that time crests like a wave; that there is a right moment 
for things to happen; that it’s not ours to plan that moment, but to recognise it; 
and that we are not the primary agents of what happens in the world. 
 
So, feel free to accept God’s offer of rest when you are weary; receive each 
moment of your life as a gift from God’s hand; pray to discern what each new 
encounter you make requires of you, and freely entrust everything else to God’s 
care. 
 
 

Books of the Bible     
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the word 
of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  This month 
we are focusing on  ...  Galatians and Ephesians 

 What type of books are they?  Teaching 

 Who wrote them?  Paul 

 When were they written?  49 AD (Galatians) 60 AD (Ephesians)  
Galatia and Ephesus are both in what is now Turkey, and Paul had founded the 
churches there during his missionary journeys.  In Galatia, there were issues with 
Jewish and Gentile interpretations of the gospel.  The letter to the Galatians clearly 
explains the true gospel message of freedom without legalism.  The letter to the 
Ephesians was sent to encourage and strengthen the church and to promote unity 
between the believers.  There is also some specific guidance for Christian living.  As 
with all Paul's teaching, the content is still fully relevant to Christians today. 
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Describe what love is 
J R Miller (1840-1912) was considered by many to be the most gifted devotional 
writer of his generation. His book ‘In Green Pastures’ was much loved. Here is J R 
Miller’s paraphrase of the famous ‘love’ passage in 1 Corinthians 13: 
Love thinks no evil. It does not suspect unkindness in kindly deeds. It does not 
imagine an enemy in every friend. It does not fear insincerity in sincere 
professions of esteem. It does not impugn others’ motives nor discount their 
acts.   
On the other hand, it overlooks foibles and hides the multitude of faults that 
belong to every human being, even to those who are the holiest and the best. 
Love believes in the good that is in people and tries to think of them always at 
their best, not at their worst.   
It looks, too, at the possibilities that are in people, what they may become 
through divine love and grace, and not merely at what they are now. It is 
wonderful how seeing through love’s eyes changes the whole face of earthly 
life, transfiguring it. If the heart 
be filled with suspicion, distrust, 
and doubt of people, the world 
grows very ugly. But love sees 
brightness, beauty and hope 
everywhere. 
 

 
 
 

It is not enough to love – 
you need to be loved 
Sometimes we can be inclined to give and give and give to others - without 
asking anything in return. We may think that this is a sign of generosity - of great 
strength. But it can also be one of pride - we want to be seen as the one who 
does not need help. Or it can be a sign of very low self-esteem - we do not think 
we are worth receiving anything from others. 
Whatever the reason, when we keep giving, without also receiving, we put 
ourselves in danger - we will burn out quickly. It is as important to know when 
we need to TAKE attention and care, as when we need to give it to others. If you 
do not pay careful attention to your own needs - whether physical, emotional, 
mental or spiritual - you will not last the distance.     
If you want to remain a joyful giver for years to come, you need also to be a 
joyful taker and accept God’s love, given to you through other people. 
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For our younger readers ...   
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Crossword  
  

Across  
8 Interrogated (Acts 
12:19) (5-8) 
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire 
on the — heap’ 
(Leviticus 4:12) (3) 
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch 
and the books of Esdras 
and the Maccabees are 
part of it (9) 
11 Science fiction 
(abbrev.) (3-2) 
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7) 
16 Went to (John 4:46) 
(7) 
19 ‘Therefore, I urge 
you, brothers, in view of 

God’s mercy, to — your bodies as living sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5) 
22 David’s plea to God concerning those referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — — let 
them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7) 
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1)  
25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to God more than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4) 
 
Down 
1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6) 
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by the Philistines (1 Samuel 
4:11) (6) 
3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8) 
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him as if he were your father’ (1 
Timothy 5:1) (6) 
5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4) 
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4) 
7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain offerings: ‘ — salt to — 
your offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3) 
12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1) 
14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always — to harm me’ (Psalm 
56:5) (8) 
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15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a widow’s son in Nain 
(Luke 7:16) (3) 
16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6) 
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued from the cistern where 
he was imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6) 
18 What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, RSV) (4,2) 
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6) 
21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters continued to — (Genesis 8:5) (6) 
23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority to do this to diseases (Luke 
9:1) (4) 
 

 

Answers on page 23 
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News from the United Reformed Church 
items from the January edition of the Synod Newsletter 
 
February 2021 Area Gatherings These will be taking 
place online again and will use the same zoom link each 
evening. You are welcome to attend any or all of them.   
6.30pm for a 6.45pm start - finishing by 8pm. Join Zoom Meeting with link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86716262994?pwd=LzVsZVFRY0ZMYTlPVHp4WUln
NVNUQT09   Meeting ID: 86716262994 Passcode: 866343 

Date Topic 
Monday 
22nd 

Church Secretaries Surgery (Clare Downing and Karen Bell) 
How are you coping during this increasing technological age. 
Where can you go for advice. 
The role of Church Secretary 

Tuesday 
23rd 

'Buildings and the Use of them' Surgery (Property Offices & 
DSO's)  
What questions do you have about your building, what can the 
church do, who can you talk to, where do you get help.  
Share ideas of how you have used your building during Covid, 
and what your mission might need going forward. 

Wednesday 
24th 

'Youth and Child Friendly Church' (CYDO's) 
Come and hear about the new Scheme from our two CYDO's.   
A chance to ask questions and talk to each other about how 
this would work in your church 

Thursday 
25th 

Misconception of Mental Health 
(Revd Maria Hooper - Synod Health and Healing Link) 
How can you keep yourself well at this time. 
Dealing with grief in all its forms both for yourself and those 
you support. 

The Passion stories by LAMPS Collective – Lent course 2021 
 "I will speak using stories: I will tell secret things from long ago” Psalm 78:2  
Six vividly compelling stories, performed direct to camera, recall the first Easter 
from the perspectives of Mary Magdalene, Simon Peter and a young centurion 
called Marcus. Accompanying devotional material offers reflections, questions 
to ponder and a related prayer.  Ideal for small groups as well as individuals, or 
inclusion within services, the LAMPS Lent course is free to churches and 
individuals, with the option of donating to their work if you choose to use the 
material.   
To access all the resources (including samples) please go to LAMPS website  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86716262994?pwd=LzVsZVFRY0ZMYTlPVHp4WUlnNVNUQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86716262994?pwd=LzVsZVFRY0ZMYTlPVHp4WUlnNVNUQT09
https://cas.messageexchange.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=z43pUWh6yamPbLZmeFVM_Q1VG_TPEehAjXcO_soXZ_B55OhZx7fYCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2furl%3fa%3dhttps%253a%252f%252flampscollective.com%252fthe-passion-monologues%252f%253futm_source%253dSPC%2526utm_medium%253demail%2526utm_campaign%253d2021stories%26c%3dE%2c1%2cOPzPQznSBdTnyQjfFsVUH2Rl8TbcLQTYCN7JhXSHCWYpf0_5klnx_7J5BUDYDMP9Ab4-aDitWaDuc14BNnqLQcFANBoitv3dFpXkpGOk0f9ltOUN%26typo%3d1
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September 2020 Area Gathering video 
The Synod Mission Development Group were delighted to arrange a series of 
four talks on "being church in New ways" in place of the regular area gatherings 
in September 2020.  If any wish to view the ten minute video by Revd Nick 
Stanyon, West Midlands Synod Evangelist, it can be found via the following 
linkhttps://youtu.be/4jrj2mtfCFQ  Nick has given permission for this to be used 
in any way desired by individuals and church groups.  
The link is also on our Synod Website on the mission and outreach page.  
Change of Date– Synod Big Day Out will now be in 2022 
URC Wessex Synod - Big Day Out 
Date:   7th May 2022 Time:  11am till 5pm  Venue: Hollycombe Steam Fair 
and Museum near Liss  (Wessex Synod will have sole use of the whole site) 
Theme: Heroes and Villains  More details to follow. 
Children’s & Youth resources – on the synod website 
Take a look at the Children’s & Youth resources page on the Synod website!   
Families on Faith Adventures @ Home!  
Trialogue – online YouTube broadcast for 16 to 25 year olds 
Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7pm.  URC Youth offer a fortnightly online live 
YouTube broadcast called ‘Trialogue’.  Aimed at 16 to 25 year olds, each session 
explores a theme alongside a Bible passage, providing a spring board for further 
discussion and reflection.  3 Panellists, 3 Questions, 3 Values.  All past episodes 
are available on YouTube for viewing at any time, plus all episodes (Sept 
onwards) are now available as podcasts.   
Follow the URC Youth Trialogue Facebook page to engage and receive up to 
date information - https://www.facebook.com/urcYouthTrialogue/ 
URC Website for information - https://urc.org.uk/events-and-opportunities 
URC Children & Youth YouTube channel (Trialogue link) – 
http://bit.ly/urctrialogue 
Children’s and Youth Events and Training 
Wessex Synod Children’s and Youth Programme 2021 
Check out the exciting list of opportunities for children and young people. 
Mark the dates in your diary and watch this space for further information. 
Youth (dis)Assembled 2021 for 14 – 25 year olds 
Another wonderful opportunity for young people!  
The URC's Children's and Youth Work team has organised two, free, live online 
events for all young people aged 14 to 25 that have a connection to the Church. 
Fun with 'Folk On' on 30 January 2021 from 8-9.30pm, and  
a worship service on 31 January 2021 from 8-8.45pm.   
Registration and further information about Youth (dis)Assembled 2021. 
Bookings close on 27 January 2021.   

https://youtu.be/4jrj2mtfCFQ
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/mission-and-outreach/
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/resources-for-cy-work/
https://www.facebook.com/urcYouthTrialogue/
https://urc.org.uk/events-and-opportunities
http://bit.ly/urctrialogue
https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1OPX9-94X7GX-13WBNF-1/c.aspx
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Wessex Summer Camps – save the date 16 – 18 July 2021 at Oakwood Activity 
Centre, Wokingham. ‘Heroes and Villains’ theme.  For ages 8-11 years and 11-17 
years. A time for young people to have fun with others through a varied 
programme of activities, discussion and worship.   
Safeguarding Training – next online course 
The basic safeguarding training course is delivered online across 3 sessions.  
Participants must attend each of the 3 sessions to complete the training and 
gain a certificate. On Saturday mornings, 9.30am – 11am, on Zoom. 
23rd January 2021, 30th January and 6th February 2021. 
There are few places left for workers with 'Children & Youth' and workers with 
'Adults at Risk'.  Please book your place asap. 
The next online safeguarding training course will be after Easter 2021. 
Mental Health First Aid training dates 
Mental Health First Aid Training courses. Wessex Synod covers the cost for 
members of URCs and LEPs in Wessex Synod.  
Awareness course. This course is delivered online via Zoom, 9am – 1pm.   
Wednesday 27 January 2021, (book by 18 January 2021).  
Become a certified Mental Health First Aider.  These courses are delivered 
online across four sessions with some self-learning exercises to complete in 
preparation for each of the live Zoom sessions with the trainer.  Course dates; 
Certified Mental Health First Aider on Tuesday and Friday mornings 9am to 12 
noon, from 23rd February – 5th March 2021.(Book by 15 February 2021). 
Certified Youth Mental Health First Aider on Tuesday and Friday afternoons 
1pm to 4pm, 23rd February – 5th March 2021. (Book by 15 February 2021). 
Certified Mental Health First Aider on Monday and Thursday mornings 9am to 
12 noon, 22nd March to 1st April 2021. (Book by 15 March 2021). 
Booking for the above is essential.  Please email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk 
Mentality.  These courses are delivered online as a one hour video.  The cost is 
£15 + VAT (£18).  Wessex Synod does not cover the cost of mentality at work 
courses. 
1.Mentality at Work can be accessed here www.mentality.work 
This course gives anyone the need-to-know essentials to spot the signs of  
poor mental health and take action. 
2. Mentality for Students can be accessed here www.mentality.work 
This course is aimed at University Students who would like to gain a base 
knowledge training so they can better support their friends, housemates and 
themselves.  A one minute preview can be viewed at Mentality for Students | 
Peter Larkum.  Wessex Synod will cover the cost for University Students from 
member churches in Wessex Synod, even if they are studying out of the Synod 
area.  Contact bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to start the registration process. 

mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
http://www.mentality.work/
http://www.mentality.work/
https://www.mentality.work/p/students
https://www.mentality.work/p/students
https://www.mentality.work/p/students
mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
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Lectionary Bible Readings for February 

 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 
website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.  

 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views 
of Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 

 

The deadline for the March Messenger is Sunday 14 February 2021.  Please 
send articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & Mary Evans, tel 01730 235922 e-mail 

keithnmary@talktalk.net 
 

 
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar February 

7  Woodley: Christ Church; Longham 

14  Oxford: Cumnor; Bordon; Chandler’s Ford: St Francis, Valley Park 

21  Banbury: St Francis; Beacon Hill, Hindhead; Isle of Wight: Shanklin 

28  Oxford: Wheatley; United Church Dorchester 
 
 

Answers to Crossword on page 18 
ACROSS: 
8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical. 16, Visited. 19, 
Offer. 22, No account. 24, RAC. 25, Sovereign Lord.  
DOWN: 
1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec. 7, Add all. 12, 
CBI. 14, Plotting. 15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub it. 20, Furrow. 21, 
Recede. 23, Cure. 
 

February 7 Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; 
Mark 1:29-39 

February 14 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

February 21 Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

February 28 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25;  
Mark 8:31-38; 9:2-9 

mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=64
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=64
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=64
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=64
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=69
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=69
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=69
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=69
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=71
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=71
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=71
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=71
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=72
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=72
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=72
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=72
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=72
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield : College Street, 
Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Liss : Hillbrow Road, 
 Liss GU33 7PX 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly 
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays 

Church & 
Community 

Worker 

Mrs Jo Hopkins 
01730 266475 

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com   

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

 

Website 
 

www.petersfieldurc.com   

 E-mail 
 

admin@petersfieldurc.com  

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 10.30 am  
 

Services are relayed by Zoom during lockdown.  They are also 
available on Youtube 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

 
 

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples” 
 

Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office 

mailto:minister@petersfieldurc.com
http://www.petersfieldurc.com/
mailto:admin@petersfieldurc.com

